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Good Reader, . * 
Olomon : told xs long ſince , that there is 
no end of. tnany books, Eccleſ. 12.12. 
YScripturiency (z ſeemeth )3s no nowell bu- 
monr, but abounded then, even when the 
aeans of tranſmitting knowledge was more di 
cult ; if there were canſe forthe complaint then, 
there is much more:now ; ſince the Preſſe hath 
helped the Penne, every onewill.be ſcribling, and 
ſo.better bookes are negleSzed , and lie like afew 
grains of Corr under an heap of Chaſfe and duſt: 
#ſually books are received as faſhions 3.the new- 
eſt, not the beſt and moſt profitable, are moſt in 
efteem ;, in ſo much that really learned and ſober 
men have been afraid to publiſh their labours, 
left they ſhould divert the world from reading 
the uſefull works of others that wrote before' 
them. *I remember Dr. Altingius aterſe and neat 
Fpirit , ſtood out the battery of twenty \years im- 
portunity , and would not yield to:divulge any 
thing upon-this fear...: Certainly (Reader ) "tis 
 \for thy profit ſometimes to look back and conſult 
with them that firſt' Iabonred. in the mines of 
knowledge, and not alwaies to take up with what 
ATT 4 commeth 
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113.30 DW THE REA LEEN 
Good Reader, | 
Olomon - told xs long ſince , that there is 
no end of_many books, Ecclef. 12.12. 
Jy Scripturiency (24 ſeemeth )75 no nowell by- 
monr, but abounded then, even when the 
means of tranſmitting knowledge was more diffi- 
cult ; if there were cauſe for the complaint then, 
there is much more now ; ſince the Preſſe hath 
helped the Penne, every one will be ſcribling, and 
ſo.better bookes are neglected , and lie like afew 


grains of Corn under an heap of Chaſfe and duſt : 


#ſually books are received as faſhions 3. the new=  _ 
eſt, not the beſt and moſt profitable, are moſt inf? Videber enim 
efteem ;, inſo much that really learaed and It ober mole & copia 
men have been afraid to publifh their labours, vafiorum in toc 
. : , . . cnere com = 
left they ſhould divert the world from reading *.ciorm; novis 
the uſt eful works of others that Wrote befonghdidoaihus —o 
them. *I remember Dr. Altingius aterſe and neat mx. oc 
Fperit 5 flood out the battery of twenty "years 1m-led NG etl- 
portunity , and would not yield to-divulge any los as 
thing upon-.this fear... Certaenly\( Reader ) "tis Authores > ſtu- 


dioſorum mani=- 


For thy profit ſometimes to look back and conſult,” NT he. 


[i 


with them that firſt labonred. in the mines of pre = Seripte- 
| P_ FT - ag. 1148 Toeolog. Flom 
knowledge, and not alwaies to rake np with what, 111. 


7 
4 commeth 


To the Reader. 


commeth next to hand. In this controverfie of 

Diſcipline many have written, but not all with a 

like judgement and ſtrength, which I believe hath 

been no ſmall rock of offence,and ſtone of ſtum- 

bling to the adwerſaries , who are hardned with 

nothing ſo much as a weak defence of the truth, 
*Quedamnoxia g5* Auſtin complaineth, that when he was a Ma- 
Nt er in nichee he had had too too often the wiftory put 
ppmnactonibuy into his hands by the defences of weak and un- 
Pedante im SR2fHl Cpriſtians. This work which the Statio- 
peritis: Augaft. ner hath now revived ( that it may not be forgot- 
» ——"_ ten, and like a Jewel after once ſhewing ſhut up 
* Mr. Stephen #1 the Cabinet of private ſtudies only) was pen= 
_ ned by * ſeverall worthy Divines of great note 

r.Edm.Celamy. 

Dr. Th. Young. and fame in the Churches of Chriſt ; under the 
_ borrowed and covert name of SME CTY M- 
Dr.iliam Spur- N UL UL S, which was ſome matter of ſcorn and ex- 
Foe. ception to the adverſaries , as the Papiſts obje- 
| Ged to Calvin bis printing his Inſtitutions 
under the name of Alcuinus , and to Bucer his 
aaming himſelf Aretius Felinus, though all this 
without ground and reaſon, the affixion of the 
name to any work being a thing indifferent; for 
there we ſhould not conſider ſo much the Author, 
as the matter, and not who-ſaid it, but what 3 
and the aſſumption of another name not being 
infamous but where-it is done out of deceit, and 
to anothers prejudice , or out of ſhame becauſe 
of guilt ,, or icare to own the truths which- they 
7 auld: 


To-the Reader. 


ſhould eftabliſb: T ſuppoſe the reverend Authoars 
were willing to lie hid under thy ON OM A- 
STICK, partly that their work, might not be 
received with prejudice, the faGion againſt 
which they dealt, arrogating to themſelves a Mo-' 
nopoly of Learning, and condemning all others as 
ignorants and novices not worthy. to be heard; and 
partly that they might not burden their Frontiſ- 
piece with a voluminous nomenclature, zt-not 
being uſuall to affix ſo many names at length to 
one Treatiſe. -. 1 

For the work it ſelf ,it ſpeaketh its own praiſe, 
and is now once more ſubjected to thy cenſure and 
judgement : This ſecond publication of it was 
occaſioned by another book for vindication of 
the Miniſtery by the Provinciall Aſſembly of 
London, wherein there are frequent appeals to- 
Sme&ymnuus.; though otherwiſe I ſhould bawe 
judged the reprinting ſeaſonable ; for the Lord 
hath now returned us to ſuch a junGure of time, 
wherein there is greater freedom of debate with- 
out noyſe and vulgar prejudice ;. and certainly if 
the quarrell of Epiſcopacy were once cleared, and 
brought to an iſſue,we ſhould not be ſo much in the 
dark in other parts of Diſcipline, the convittion 
of anerrour by {olid grounds being the beſt way 
to fende out the truth ; reformations carried on 
with-popular tumalt, rather then rationall con-- 
viction, 


Cw AR were. DEI. CO 


& Aaydeyey 
& &yany. 
_ Eph. 4.15, 


| To theReader - 

viction,ſeldomrend well; though the judgement of 
God be to be obſerved in powring contempt upon 
thoſe which ar? partiall in his law , yet the im- 

rovident 'lJeapes which a people are wont to 
make upon ſuch occaſions, lay the foundation of a 
laſting miſchiefe. I hope that by the review of 
theſe matters we ſhall come to know more of the 
Lords counſell for the ordering of his hoiſe , or 
at leaft that by weighing what may be ſaid on all 
ſides, we ſhall learnmoreto * truth it in love, 


which is the unfeined deſire of him who is 


Newington, Thine in the Lord, 
June 23. 1653. ; 


Tao. Manrtox:. 


(1) 
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Moſt Honourable Lords, 
And ye the Knights,Citizens,and Burgellecs of 


the Honourable Houſe of CoMmMoN 5s. 


j Lthough we doubt not, but that book which was lately 
direted to your Honours, bearing the name cf an Hum< 


ble Remonſirance , hath had aceefſe unto your preſence : 
and 1s in the firſt approaches of ic, diſcovered by your diſcer- 
ning ſpirits,to be neither Humble,nor a Remonſtrance; but a heap 
of confident and ungroundcd affertions; ſo that to your Hoxonrs 
a Reply may ſeem ſuperfluous: Yet left the Authour ſhould glory 
in our ſilence, asa granting of the cauſe; we humbly crave 
your Honours leave to preſent,not ſo much to your ſelves, as to 
the world by your hands,a view of this Remonſtrancezin which 
the Authour after too large a Preface, undertakes the ſupport of 
two things, which ſeem to him to be threatned with danger of a 
preſent precipice,the Liturgie,and the Hierarchy. 


It was a conſtitution of thoſe admired ſons of Juſtice the Hreo- dvwv xs 
pagiz that ſuch as pleaded before them ſhuuld plead without pre- ##tv won 
facing and without paſſion : had your Hoxours made ſuch a con- F/% 


fiitution , this Remonſtrance muſt have been baniſhed from the 
face of your Aﬀcmbly ; for the Preface fils almoſt a fourth part 
of the book, and the reſt ſwels with ſo many paſſionate Rhetorrica- 
ti2#5,as It is harder for us in the multitude of his words to finde 
what his argument is that we have to anſwer, then to anſwer it 
when it is found. 

We would not trace him in his words, but cloſe immediately 
with his arguments, did we not finde in him a ſad excmplificat- 


on of that divine Axiome, in Multitudine verberum non deeſt pec- Fg. 23» 


catum, in the multitude of words,there wants not ſin : for though the 
Author is bold to call upon your Hexours to heare the words of 
truth and confidence,yet how little truth there is in his great con- 
fidence, the enſuing diſcourſe ſhall diſcover. 

His very words are confident enough, and yet as falſe as con- 
fident; wherein he Impropriates all honeſty unto theſe his Papers,and 
brands all others with the name of Libellers, and yet himiclfe finnes 
deeply againſt the rule of honeſty, and lies naked to the ſcourge, 
of his own cenſure, 

Firſt, in ſetting a brand upon - writings that have lately 
2 


PE IR 


1ucd Pag. 1» 


Fag. 2. 


Pag.7. 


Untruths, 


(C2) 
iffied from the'preſſe, as if they had forgorten to ſpeak any other 
languate they Libellow : it ſeems hinaſelfe had forgotten that ſome 
things had iſſued by authority of the Kivig and Parliament. 

Secondly;in taxing (implicitely) all ſuch as wil not own this 
Remonſtrance for theirs , as none of the peaceable and wel-affeted 
Sons of the Church of England. 

Thicdly, in cenfuring the way of petitioning your Honours, 
the ancient-and ordinary free way of ſecking Tedrefle of -our 
evils, for a Tumultuary under-hand way. 

Fourthly, in condemging all ſuch as arenot fautors of this 


Epiſcopal Cauſe, as none of his Majeſties good Subjects, engroſ- 


fing that praiſe onely to his own party, ſaying, The eyes of #s the 
good Subjefis of this while Realme are fixed upon your Succeſſe, &c. 

Fifthly, in Impropriating to the ſame party the praiſe of 
Orthodoxypag.6.as if to ſpeak a word, or think a thought againſt 

Epiſcopacy, wereno lefſe Hereſie, then it was in former time to 
{peak againſt the Popes ſupremacy , or the monkes fat belly ; 
whereas whether the Epiſcopal/part be the Orthodox , peaceable, 
wel-affefied part, and his Majeſties only good Subjefts, we leave to 
your Honours to Judge, upon the numerous informations that 
flow in unto you from the ſeveral parts of this Kingdome. 

Nor can they decline your Judgement, ſeeing now you are 
(through Geds bleſſing) happily met in a much longed for Parlia- 
ment : but whither ſo much longed for by him and his accom- 
plices, as by thoſe againft whom he whets his Style, the prayers 
that have obtained this happy meeting, and the praiſes that doe 
attend it, will decide in that great day. 

The Helena, whoſe Champion this Remogſtrant chiefely is, is 
that Government which he x Sacred, viz. that Government by 
Arch-Biſhops, Bijhops, Deanes, Archdeacons, &c. which, ſaith he, 
through the fides of ſome miſliked perſons ſome have endeavoured to 
wound. Miſliked Perſons ? and why not offending -perſons ? why 
not guilty perſons ? when this Henoxrable houſe hath found jull 
cauſe to charge ſome of them with crimes of the higheſt nature, 
Oar zeale for your Honours makes us feare, leſt your aſſembly 
thould ſuffer in this word as if your proceedings againſt ſuch 
perſons ſhould be grounded upon compliance with ſuch as doe 
miſlike them, rather then upon their own demerits or the Juſtice 

of this Court, 

But whatever thoſe Perſon $ be, the Government it ſelf is Sa- 
cred; which by the joynt confeſſion of all reformed Divines , derives it 
ſelf from the times of the bleſſed Apoſtles , without any interruption, 

: without 


(3) 
without contradiCiion of any.one congregation in the world unto this 
preſent age. This is but an. Epiſcopall Bravadso; therefore we let ic © 
paſſe, till we come to cloſe and contend with him in the point ; 
where we ſhall demonſtrate, that in the compaſſe of three lines he 
hath packt up as many untruths, as could be ſmoothly couched 
in ſo few words, as any man of common underſtanding , that 
lookes upon the face of the Government of almoſt all reformed 
Churches in the Chriſtian world may at firſt view diſcover. 

Put before we'come to this , there are yet two things in this 
Preface which we count not unworthy obſervation. The Firſt 
is, the compariſon which he makes between the ewo Govern» 
ments , the Civil which with us 7s Monarchy: and the ſacred 


which with him is _ Of the firſt he ſaith, if Antiquity ns. 


may be the Rule (as he plzades it for Epiſcopacy ) or if Scripture 
(as he interprets Scripture) it is VARIABLE, and ARBITRA- 
RY : but the other DIVINE and VNALTER ABLE: ſo that had 
men petitioned for the altering of Monarchicall Government, 
they had (in his Judgement) been lefſe culpable, both by Sccip- 
ture and Antiquity , then in petitioning the alteration of the 
Hierarchicall : Had he found but any ſuch paſſage in any of his 
Lewd Libellers (as his modeſtly is alwayes pleaſed to terme them ) 
certainly if we may borrow his own phraſe, the cares of the 
three Interefied King domes, yea all the neigbbour Churches, and if we 
may ſay, the whole Chriſtian world, and no ſmall part beyond it , had 
run with the loud cryes of no lefſe then Treaſon,Treaſon. 

Truth is, in his Antiquity we finde that this his uninterrupted 
ſacred Government hath ſo farre invaded the Civil, and ſo yoked 
Monarchy, even in this Kingdome,as Melmesbury reports : That 


William Rufus oppreſſed by Biſhops , perſwaded the Jewes to cons watmyury 
fute them ; promiſing thereupon to turne England to their Res lib.q. 


ligion,that he might be free of Biſhops. And this is ſo natural an 
effe& of unalterable Epiſcopacy, that Pius the fourth to the Spaniſh 
Embaſſador , importuning him to permit Biſhops to be decla- 


red by the Councel of Trent to be Fure Divino, gave this anſwer: Hiſt. Concil, 
That his King knew not what he did deſire; for if Biſhops ſhould Trid. 


be ſo declared , they would be all exempted from his Power, 
and as independent as the Pope himſelf. 

The ſecond thing obſervable is the compariſon he makes be- 
tween the late Alterations attempted in our Neighbour Church 
by his Epiſcopal faCtion, and that Alteration that is now juſtly 
defired by the humble Petitioners to this Honourable Houſe, The 


onebeing attempted by ſtrangers, endeavoring violently to _ 
"crude 


E 
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Pag.9. 


Lirurgie. 


Pag.1o. 


a Ad hoc ma'o- 
rum devoluta 
eft Eccleſia Dei 
Co ſponſa Chri- 
 Niizutheretico- 
' Tum exempla 

© Seflentur, O& 
ad celebranda 
Sacramenta 


(4) 


trude Innovations upon a ſetled Church aud State, The other hays 
bly pet:tioned to the Heads and Princes of our State by Multitudes 
therein almoſt ruined by an Innovating FaQtion :; yer doth not this 
Remcnfſtrant bluſh to ſay ; if theſe be branded, (ſo he calls the 
juſt cerſures of this Honourable _ Incendiaries, bow ſhall 
theſe Boutefeux eſcape, &c.thus cunningly indeavouring either to 
Juſtifie the former by the praiſe of the latter, or to render the 
latter more odious then the former, 

The attempts of theſe men whom he would thus render 0- 
dious, he craves leave to preſent to your Honours in two 
things, which are the ſubjefs of this quarrel : The Liturgy and 
Epiſcopacy 3 and we humbly crave your Honours leave in both to 


anſwer. 
SECT. II. 
Fi the Liturgy of the Church of England ( ſaith he) hath been 
hitherto eſteemed ſacred, reverently uſed by holy Martyrs, daily 
frequented by devout Proteſtants , as that which more then once hath 
been confirmed by the Edits of religious Princes, and your own Par- 
hamentary Afis, &c. And hath it ſo ? whence then proceed theſe 
many Additions and Alterations? that have ſo changed the face 
and fabrick of the Liturgy , that as Dr. Hall ſpake once of the 
pride of England: if our fore-fathers ſhould revive and ſee their 
daughters walking in Cheapſide with their fannes and farthin=- 
gales, &c. they would wonder what kinde of creatures they 
were; and by Nature had forgot her ſelf and brought forth a 
monſter : ſo it theſe holy Martyrs that once ſo reverently uſed 
the Licurgy ſhould revive and look for their Letany ftampt by 
Authority of Parliament , they would be amazed, and wonde- 
ring ſay ; Eng/aad had forgotten her ſelf and brought forth, &c. 
Martyrs? what doe we ſpeak of Martyrs, when we know Sir,that 
one of your own (a) Biſhops ſaid it in the hearing of many not 
ſo long ſince, but you may well remember it, That the Service of 
the Church of England was now ſo dreſt , that if the Pope ſhould come 
and (ee it, he would claime it as his own,but that it is in Engliſh? 
Ic is little then to the advantage of your cauſe, that you tell 


us, it is tranſlated inte other languages ; and as little ſervice have 


celeſtia,diſcipli- they done to the Church of Exgland, who have taught our Pray. 


nam, Lux mu- 
tuetur de tene- 
tris, 0 id fa- 
ciant chriſtian? 
gued Antichriſt 


facrunt. 


| 4, Cypr.Ep.74- 


ers to ſpeak Latine again : For if it be their Language chicfly 
that overthrows the Popes claime, take away that, and what 
hinders then, but the Pope may ſay, theſe are mine? 


As for other Tranſlations and the great applauſe it hath obtained 


from forraigne Divines , which are the fumes this Remonſtrant 


vendi- 


(s) 
vpenditates $ what Tate dayes have produced we know not;but the 
great lights of Former ages have farre from this applau- 

ing : weare ſure judicious Calvin faith, that in the Liturgy 
there are ſundry Twlerabriles Treptie , which we think is no very 
great applauſe. 

To vindicate this Liturgy from ſcorne (as he calls it) at home or 

by your Hoxours aide to reinforce it upon the Nation, is the work of 
his Remonſtrance, for the effe&ing whereof he falls into an #1- 
parallelF'd diſcourſe about the Antiquity of Liturgies ; we call it 
s#:xparalleld, becauſe no man that we have ſeen ever drew the line 
of Liturgy ſo high as he hath done. 
. Concerning which, if by Liturgy this Remonſtrant under- 
ſtand an Order obſerved in Church aſſemblies of Praying , reading, 
and expounding the Scriptures, Adminiftring Sacraments,&c: Such 
a Liturgy we kzow and doe acknowledge both Fews and Chriſtians 
have uſed. Bur if by Liturgy heunderſtand preſcribed and ftin- 
ecd formes of Adminiſtration Compoſed by ſome particular men 
In the Church , and impoſed upon all the reſt C as this he muſt 
underſtand, or elſe all he ſaith is nothing ) we defire and expe&t 
that thoſe formes, which he ſaith «re yet extant , and ready to be 
produced, —_ once appeare. 

Liturgy of this former ſore we finde in Juſtine Martyr and 
Tertulian. But that there were not ſuch ſtinted Liturgzies as this 
Remonſtrant diſputes for, appeares by Tertultan, in his Apol. ws 

©. where he ſaith the Chriſtians of thoſe times did in their pub. 
ike aſſemblies pray fine monitore quia de far re any Promp- 
ter bat their own hearts. And that ſo it ſhould be,the ſame Father 
proves in his Treatiſe de Oratione : Sunt que petantar, &c. There 
are ſome things to be asked according to the occafions of every man - 
#he lawfull and ordinary prayer (what is the Lords prayer) being laid 
&s a foundation ; It is lawfull to build upon that foundation other 
rayers according to every ones occaſions. And to the ſame purpole 
t. Auſtin in his 121. Ep. liberum eft; &c. it is free to aske the 
ſame things that are deſired in the Lords Prayer, aliis atque aliis 
werbis, ſometimes one way and ſometimes another : And before 
this,in that famous place of 1uf.Mar. Apo.2. Hewho inſtrucied the 


peeple, prayed according to his ability. Nor was this liberty in 
prayer taken away , and ſet and impoſed formes introduced, 
untill the time that the Arias and Pelagiar Herefies did invade 
the Church, and then becauſe thoſe Hereticks did convey and 
ſpread their poyſon in their formes of Pr ayer and Hymmes, the 


hurch thought it convenient to reftrai ne the-liberty of making 
| Py and: 


P1g.13, 


Juſt. Mar. 
Apoſt.2. 


Tere. Ap. ad; 


Gen.c. 39, 


Juſt. Mar, 
Apoll, 2. 


Fiunit, 


0 Todfws 078 
Jouveps; ait- 


Concil. Laod. 


Can.18, 


Conc, Carth, 


3. Can.23. 
Anno 397. 


Conc. Milev.2. 


Can. 12. An, 


416, 


Pag.19, 


Pag. 11, 


WHY + 
and ufing publique forms: And firſt it ordained"that none ſhould, 

ray pro Arbitrio, ſed ſemper eedem preces, that none ſhould. uſe, 
hes tovary in prayer, but uſe alwaies the ſame forme, Conc. 


Laod. Can. 18. yet this was a forme of his own compoſing, as, 


appears by another Cenon, wherein it was ordered thus :, None, 


ſhould ufe any forme; tinleſſe he had firſt conferred Cum fratritus 


inſirudtioribus : with the more learned of his brethren. Conc. Carth. 3* 
Can.23. and laſtly that none ſhould uſeſet prayers , but ſuch as 
were approved of in a Synode , which was not determined till 


the yeare 416. Conc.Milev.2.Can. 12. And had there been any Li-" 


turgies of Times of the firſt and. moſt - venerable antiquity FO- 
ducible, the'great admirers cf them, and enquirers after. them 
would have preſented them to the world ere this. ..,. + 
We know that Biſhop Andrewes in his zeale for Liturgies pur- 
ſued the enquiry after the Fewiſh Liturgy ſo far, that he thought 
he had found it; and onetthere was which he fent to Cambridge 
to betranſlated : but there it was ſoon diſcovered to, have been. 
made long after the Jewes ceaſed to be the Ghurch of God ; and 
ſo himſelf ſuppreft ic, that it never ſaw the light under a tran- 
{lation. | = | 
We wonder therefore what this Remonſtrant meant to afirm 
ſo confidently,that part of the forme of prayer which was compoſed 
by our bleſſed S avionr, wes borrowed from the: formes of gr eyer jormer: 
ly uſed by Gods people, An opinion we never met befgre ; indeed, 
we have read that the Rabbines ſince the dayes of our Saviour 
have borrowed ſome expreſſions from that Prayer , and from 0- 
ther Evangelical paſſages : But we never read till now:, :that the 
Lord Chrift the wiſdome of the Father borrowed from the Wiſdome 
of the R abines expreſſions to uſe in Prayer. EE. 
And as much we wonder by what Revelation or Tradition 
(Scripture being filent in the thing) he knew, that Peter and 
Fobn , when they wtntup to the Templeto pray , their Prayer 
was not of a ſudden and extemporary conception , but of a Regular 
preſcription. Sure we are,ſome as well read in .Fewiſh antiquity, 
as this Remonſtrant ſhewes himſelf tobe, have told us that the 


* houre of Prayer was the time when the Prieſt burnt Incenſe; and 


the people were at their private prayers without , as appeares 
Luke 1.9. where we read, that while Zachary the Prieſt went in to 
offer Incenſe, all the people ſtood with out, praying in the time 
of the Oblation. Which Prayers were ſo far trom being Preſerypt 
Formes or Liturgies that they were not vocal but mental-Prayers, 
as Maſter Meade tells us in his expoſition upon the eighth of the 
Revelations, > 2 a 


4 


(79) 
Ape hatence Pater and: Zohan did, this; wekriow', thatwhen 
the Publican and the Phariſce went upto the; Templeto pray( aS!Pag, 18, 
the:Apoltle did at panes of prayer) their prayer was #0t of, 
Bapple prof rages but. of a preſent Conception. !: ri fo nin no 
-: Butif this Removſtranthe inthe right, concerning the: Jewiſh: 
Liturgies, then the;Eyangelical Church;might:better bene inpro-: 


ved ber peant and happineſſe., then in compoſing Motels: of Invocation Pag, x1, , , 


and Thanksgiving, when there is one extant and ready to be produ-' 

ced, i that was conftantly uſed by Gods people: ever fince Moſes dayes, 

«1d put. over to the $imes of tbe.Goſpel, and confirmed by | poſtolital 

pratiiſe : or elſe great is our loſſe, whoareſo unhappily.depri-: 

ved of the beſt improvement, the Church made .of herpeaceiand: bap- 
pineſſe in the-fult 300. years : :for-rejeRing .thaſe' Liturgies\thar: 

are confeſſed by the Learned to [bee Spurtous.; we: challenge this — 
Remonſflrant: to produce: any. one Latyrgie that was the'ifſue of ſe : - 
choſe times... And.blefſed Gonſteritjne was herein as unhappy as** —_— 4 , 
wee, who .needed;not haye compoſed, forms of prayer forbid —_ 
Guard to'uſe upon the Lords day, but might-and:-would have; 

taken them'ourt of former Liturgics,if there had; been any ; 1d 

can.ye with patience think that any ingenrous Chriſtian ſhould be ſo 
tranſported , as upon ſuch weak and unprovedpremiſes to:build, P98: 11» 
ſuch a Coufidentconclufs,zry.a5 this Remonſtrant doth? and jn:that 
Concluſity farget-the Nate of the:controverkie, fliding from the: 
_—_— ok apreſeribed and impoſed Liturgy\to,anaubitrary book. 

© Þ en 5.203 JV 01-3 WC! hit Yon nn alt mo7 wal 

"int Lis Rhetorical Encominm of conceived prayer 'we ſhall more 

willingly bear a part with him, then'they whoſe cauſe he pleads; 
_ had that been in their ——— is in _ _ t = hate,. 

to. be guilty of powring mater uþbn.the Spirit', andgladly to addg ole 

egy" :10 yo res; = Cor Glen ons Preachers had not by mans 
been; moleſted /and fuſpendeg, for letting | the can(tant flames 

of their fixed conceptions mount up from the altar of their zealous 

heart . unta the throne of grace : nor had there been ſo many 
advantages watched from ſome ſtops and ſeeming ſolxciſmes in 

ſome mens:prayers, toblaſpbeme the ſpitit of Prayer, which though 
now confeſt to be ſo far from being offenſive, that they are as plea- Pag. 12. 
fing Muſick in the eares of the Almighty : yet time hath been, when 

they have'founded as'mcer Bzttclogies 3 nay no better then meer, 
Blaſphemies in the eares of ſome Biſhops. [1620 
* Andiif this conceived prayer beinot:to be oppoſed in another, Pa2.13s 

a 97, py that bath-found the true operation of this grace in 
kimſfelt:: with that ſpirit then. ET polſleſt , that have a” | 
a) | onely 
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conely:thns raged with their torighey aghtaſt this wayiof prayer 
bur: by ſealing wp the mouthes'of Minifters for ain Rs in 
publike, and impoſing penances upon- private Chriſtians for 
praying thus in theiyfamilies : andicompelling them to abjure 
this praQtiſe;have endeavoured: with raging violence to baniſh 
thisdivine ordinance from our'Churches' and dwellings., and 
profeft im open:Court', it was fitter for Amterdans then for our 
Churches. | 

But howſoever this applauſe of conceived prayer may ſeem. to 
be Cordial , yet he makesit but a vantage ground to lift up pub- 
like formes of ſacred Church Liturgy (as he calls it) the higher,thac 
they may have thegreater honour, that by the power of your autho= 
rity they be reixforced, which- work there would have! been no 
need to call your Honours to, had not Epiſcopal zeal broke forth 
into ſuch flames of indignation again conceived prayers , that 
we have more juſt cauſe to-implore thepropitious aide of the ſame 
Authovity tg re-eſtablaſhths Liberty of this, then they tore-inforce 
theneceſfiry:ofthati: 12i'i ''  - Ou 10% 00 LP"<2; | 


'-'Yet there are two fpecious- Arguments which this' Remon- 
ſtant brings to-perfwade this defired-re-inforcement ; the Ori- 
ginal and Confirmation of our Liturgy. Bog ho lo 5 

. For the firſt; hetels-your Howours , it-was ſelefied out\ of ancients 
Models not Roman bat! Chriſtian , 'contrived by :the' holy Martyrs. 
and Confeſſors-of the bliſſed refermatian of Religion ' 3 where we be-: 
ſeech your Honours to confider how we may truſt theſe men,who 
ſometimes ſpeaking and writing of the Roman Church , pro- 
claime ita true Church of Chriſt, and yet here Rowan and Chriſti« 
an ſtand in oppoſition : ſometimes they-telF men, their Liturgy 
1s wholly taken out of the Romane Miſſa, 'onely- with ſome little 
alteration : and here they would perſwade your Honours there 
is nothing Romane in it. But it is wholly | ſelefted out of pure 
Ancieut Models, as the Duinteſſence of them all. Whereas alas the 
original of it, is publithed to the world, in that Proclamation 
of Edward the fmt. | 6 

And though here they pleaſe to-ftile the Compoſers of it, holy 
Martyrs-and contrivers of the bleſſed Reformation : yet there are of 
the Tribe for whom he pleads, not a few that have called them Traz- 
tors rather then Martyrs ,. and Deformers rather then Reformers of 
our Religion. | 

His other Argument for the Liturgy is taken from that! ſupply 
of ſtrength it hath received from the recommendation of foure moſt Re- 
ligious Princes, and your own Parliamentary eſtabliſhments : and more 


eſpeciall ly 


£9) 
eſpecially fromthe Proctumtaiion'of\King 'James- of 'fanions temory 2 
ealicfny ot whioh mrpmndcrry Metepred 6x Fade, . 
and therefore we leave it at your Bar yet theſe two things we 
know; firſt, thar:this forme was never eſtabliſhed: toibe ſo paniiu- 
ally obſervedio rigoroaſlypreſied, to the caſting out of allthat-ſeruple - * 
3t, or any thing init.(as niany of hisMajefties 'Subjefts now doe) | 
to the (almoſt) julſtling out :of the preachingiof the Word-and Con- 
- ceived Prayer altogedhvey. \$-9% 3 3 i rd ' | > +5 80- ; 
And ſecondly, as ſure we are, that your: Honours think neither 
your own Lawes , inor.the Proclamation of that #19ft famous. and 
ever admired/Prince., to 'beas unalterable as the Lawes of -the 
Medes and Perfians. - On MOR 7 INI 274 TO 
And:now- having briefly:fhewed, thatLitargievarenot of:that 
-extiquity that this Remonſtrant pretends, burthat corce: ved prayer 
was in-nſe in:the Church of God before \Liturgies, antisjuftified 
from thear own mouthes, and not to _— fault with by any but a 
.gracelfieman': and having likewiſe thewed that- our Liturgy Was 
taker out off Models, :not onely Chriſtian-but-'Romare , andhad 
fince the firſt compiling of it ſuffered alteratioz to the' worſe 3 and 
though eftabliſhed'by Law, and confirmed by*Proclamation, was 
never intended to the juſtling out, either of preaching or concei- 
ved prayer theſe things declared , we 'humbly'crave-your Ho- 
;nours leave to'propound theſe twoiDweries, -' 
QUERE F | 
Whether it be not fit'to-con{ider of: the alteration of the'pre- 
Ant Liturgy. | | 
Firſt, becauſe it ſymbolizeth ſo much with the Popiſh Maſe, I 
as that the Pope himſelf was willing to haveit uſed, if he might 
but confirme it. 
It was made and compoſed'into - this frame, on purpoſe to 
bring the Papiſts to our Churches, which wefinde to be with ſo ; 
little ſucceſſe, as that it hath rather brought many of us to them, 
thenany of them to us, and hath loſt many of ours from-us. * 


03 


\Becauſe many things therein contained. are ſtumbling blocks 
before the feet of many : ſuch as thefe, 'the clogging it wich 
Ceremonies, and the often and-impertinent reiterating of the | 
Lords Prayer,the ill tranſlation of the P{almes, and other Scrip- "By 
tures, the many :phraſes in the very prayers, which are liable tro | 
Juſt exception. Andwhereas the Minifter by rhe Scripture is 
the peoples mouth co God,/this book preſcribes Refponſories to 
be ſaid by the people, ſome of which are unſutable to what the 

_-Miniſter-pronounceth, ſome of them ſeem to ſayour of Tautolo- 
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: 8» ſome are;made to he fo eſſential to-the firayer 5 2s thatall 
which the Miniſter faidh ; 16100 prayer without; them; as inthe 
- Letany. OOTY ks Fs oe MER - | 3 xyrPa 6-546; 27, 9 d- #6 


Becauſe it is ſo much Idolized, as thatic is accounted the only 


| worſhip of God in England; and is now made the upholder of a 


non-preaching Miniſtry, and is cryed up ta that height 5 as that 


ſome are notaſhamed.to fay ; that the wit.of men and Angels 


cannot mend it : and that it is a ſufficient'diſcharge of the: Mi- 
nifters duty to read this Book. TEORLE 
There are ſuch multitudes of people , that diſtaſte this book, 
thatunleſfe it bealtered; there is no hope of any mutual agree- 
ment between Gods Miniſters and their people. _ WS 
 'FThere is ſuch a vaſt difference between it, and the Liturgies of 
all other reformed Churches. as that it keeepes them at a di- 


ftance from. us, and us from-fall Communion with them. 


QUERE 11. 


_,, Whether che firſ} reformers of Rligion did ever intend the uſe 
:of a Liturgy. further, then'to bean help, in the want: or to the 
-weakneſſe of, a Miniſter, '.. ' ; | = 2; 


4 


All other reformed Churches, though they uſe Liturgies, yet 
doe no binde their Miniſters to.the uſe of them. | 
A Rubrick in:King Edwards book left it unto thediſcretion 
of the Miniſter, what and how much to read, when there was a 
Sermon. | 


. 


... The Homihees which are appointed to be read, are left free ei- 


ther to beread or not, by preaching Miniſters; and why not then 
theLiturgy?eſpecially conſidering that the ability tooffer up the 
peoples wants to Godin prayer is part ofthe Miniſterial office, 
as well as preaching. And if it can be thought. no lefſe then ſa- 
criledge to rob the people of the Miniſters gift in preaching, 
and to tye them to Homilies,. it can be no lefſe, to deprive them 
of their gift in prayer. Rk 

The ground of the firſt binding ofit upon all to uſe , was not 
to tye godly men from exerciling their gift in prayer; but the 
old Popiſh Prieſts , that by a ſeeming returne to our Religion 
did through indulgence retaine their places, from returning to 
the old Maſle. | 

That which makes many refuſe to be preſent at our Church 
ſervice, is not onely the Liturgy ic ſelf , but the impoling of ir 
upon Miniſters. And we finde no way. to recover our people to a 
flinted prayer, but by leaving it free touſe or not to uſe. 
Vit be objeRed , thatthis will breed diviſions and diſturban- 


EES 


(11) 
. ces in Churches, unleſſe there be a uniformity, and that there are 
many unable. . | | | 


It hath not bred any.difturbance in othet reformed Churches, 4 


Why ſhould the free liberty of uſing or not ufing a Licurgy, 
breed more confuſion then the free liberty of reading or not rea- 
ding Homilies? eſpecially when Miniſters ſhall teach people, not 

.to condemne one another in things indifferent, 
If there be a care taken in thoſe that have the power to make 
. Miniſters, to chooſe men gifted as well for prayer as preaching, 
there cannot be conceived how any inconvenience ſhould fol- 
low. Or if afterwards it ſhould appeare, that any Miniſter ſhould 
prove inſufficient to diſcharge the duty of prayer in a conceived 
Ways it may be impoſed onh 
andno other. But why any Miniſter that hath the gift of prayer, 
in an abundant meaſure, as well as of preaching, ſhould be hin- 
dered from exercifing his gifc well, becauſe another uſeth ic ill, 
is a new Divinity never heard of in Gods Church , till Biſhop 
Wrens dayes , who forbad all uſe of conceived prayer in the 


Church. 
SEC 1. 11H. 
ITY JE come now with your Honours favour , to the ſecond 
point diſputed in this Remonſtrance ,' Epiſcopacy zt ſelfe, 
againſt which, whatſoever hath been either ſpoken or written 


im as a puniſhment,to uſe ſet forms. 


Wy 


by any, either learxed Divines, or well-reformed Churches (as his pay, I7. 


conſcience knows, there are of both that have writ againſt it) is 
Taxed by him as no other then the unjuſt Clamors either of weak 
or faQious perſons, Sure the man thinkes he hath obtained a Mz- 


#opoly of learning, and all Knowledge is lockt up in his boſome ; p ag. 17. 


and not onely Knowledge bunt piety and peaceableneſſe too; for 
all that are not ofhis opinion , muſt ſuffer either as weak or 
factious, if he may be their Judge. We know not what this Ar- 
rogancy might attempt to faften upon your Honoxrs, ſhould the 
bowels of your competing be enlarged, to weigh in the Ballance 
of your wiſedomes, the mult:tude of Humble petitions , preſented 
to you from ſeveral parts of this Kingdome, that hath long 
groaned under the. Iron and Inſupportable yoake of this.Epiſco= 
pal Government, which yet we doubt not, but your Honours will 
pleaſe to take into your prudent and pious confideration : Eſpe- 
cially knowing it is their continual praftiſe to loade with the 
odious names of FaGiez all that juſtly. complaine of their #njujt 


OPPrejioh.. 
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(12) 
Pap. 17: bis addrefie to his defence: df :Epilcupacy, Ire: ; 
happy confeſſion that he is — biel —roo97torderei 
may in this'believethimn; for:hethat reades this remonſtrance 
may eafily obſerveſo'many.falticies-and contradiftions,Ccthou h 
refented to publike view, with aiface ofcconfident: boldnefie: ) 
as could nottatl fronsthe Pen of any , but-ſe{f-confurrrded wicn : 


Y x | 
* Pag. 2. which though we doubt notbur:your. Howonretuve -deferyel ; yet 
1 One of theſe becaute'they are hid froman trrwnt and/unvblerving eye Jn 


Sonnes of the der the Ewbroyderies of a'filken Language, we 'Humbly crave 
—_— your Honours leave ro-pat themone by\one apon the 'file, 'that 
CC oa. the world may fee what credlr is'to be given'to the bold aſſerti« 
ger cis | gp _ - ———— | 

monſtrant is, © 'FL1I'1t, In his-tecond page,: te ubs his: Ribs LH # ia 
was he who ſexper: of ali(aYthe peac es; Iv hp ory the faithful meſ- 
Eternal God, > 1. words (belides thatunchriſtian There , which 
he would be” 45 WE already obſerved, they (er-upon all thatare not of hispar- 
the death of £Ys) carry in the bowels\of them a notorious fa)lity-and'c 4 
thoſe that did dition to the phraſe of thz-beok ; for:how could this book-bi 
appeareto the meſſenger of all his cx party in England , when ici ” 
move againſt be ima ; \ -d h I ] g © W en 1ITrSnotrteo 
the grievances gined, that all cou]d know of the coming forth of this 
of Epiſcopacy; book before it was publiſhed ? and how can that book crave ad 
and it the reſt mittance in al-their vames, that ſpeakes inthe fingu] Gs 
of theſe Milli- and as in the perſon of one' q On oanbgr, 
ons mentio- . F _ __ almoſt tht-whole book thorow., 
ned pag, 2. _ icmay be ſome will ſay,this is but a ſmall flip; well be ic 
who chou- {0 5 butin the ſeventh page he layes ic on infotr lines, afferting 
ſands are fo theſe four things : Firtt, 'that Epiſcopal Go1ernment , (that ver 
punually ſame Epiſcopal Government, which ſome-he ſaith ſe | 4 
calculated P. that is Goverriment b Dicck Biſh d j ſeeks on, 
41. beof iis A,ples rimes;whi vs an Biſhops) erives it felt from the 
ſpirit , they poſtles eimes;which c 10ugh we ſhall -oy 3&3 more fully confute 
Tre an army anon z Jer we cannot here but rank it among his notorious-==- : 
of very peace- for how could there be ſuch Government of a Diocefle by a Bi. 
able & right- ſhop derived from the Apoſtles times, when in the Apoſtles times 


affected men. there were no Biſhops diſtin from Presbyters, as we ſhall ſhew? 


bs and if there had been Biſhops, yet rhey were no Di 
P ag. 4 itwasa hundred yeares 5 Chriſt - as oberg - ap f ” 
_ Evariſtus. Parithes were diſtinguiſhed, -and there-mvſt be a diftincti x "of 
100. | Pariſhes'betore there could bean nnion of them into Dioccſſes. 
_ IT'8 Second ly, it is by the joynt confeſſion of all reformed Divines ts 
260. te, that this ſacred Government is derived from the Apoſtles : What 


Some ſay all reformed Divines ? was Calvin, 
. ES . s Calvin, 'Beza, Tuning ,' &c.- 

- - as Pcl. —_ mins —_—_— Churches oe Seetlon Arrow 

; ? Y s had 

<9 R ands, of that Judgement ? we {hall ſhew anon that there is no 

more 


(13) 
moretruth in-this Aſſertion then ifhe had /faid with Anaxagora, 
fhow-isblack, or with-Coypernicws-, the- Earth moves, and the 
Heavens ſtand ſti]. | 

Thirdly, he ſaith this Government hath continued without any 
interruption + Whatdoth he meane, at Rome? for we reade in fome 
places of theworld'this Government was never known for many 
yeares- together : as in Scot/ayd, we read that in Ancient times 


the Scots were Inſtrutted in the Chriſtian faith by Prieſts and 7,4, Maigy 
; Monkes, and were without Biſhops 290. yeares : yea-to come to 7.2, Hf, Je | 

geſt? Scot, | 
Cap.2. ! 


England, we would deſire to know of this Remonſtrant whether 
God had a Church in Exy/and in Q. Maries dayes or no 7 and: if 
fo, who were then the Biſhops of this Church, for ſome'there 
muſt be, if ic be true that this man ſaith , this Government hath 
continued without any interruption unto this day-, and Biſhops 
then we know not where to finde but in the linc of Popiſh ſuc- 
ccſſion. | EG | 
- Fourthly, he ſaith it hath thus continued without the contra- 
dition of any one Congregation in the Chriſtian world. It ſeemes he 
hath — what their own darling Heyliz hath written of 
the people of Biſcay in Spaine, that they admir of no Biſhops to 
come among them ; for when Ferdivand the Catholike came in 


progrefſe accompanied among others with the Biſhop of Pampe- Heyime 
lore, the people roſe up in Armes, drove back the Biſhop , and ga= Geog-Þ-55- 


thering up all the duſt which they thought he had trode on, 
flung it into the Sea. | | 


Which ſtory had it been recorded onely by him , would have Gener. Hiff. 
been of lighter Credit. But we reade the fame in the Spaniſh of Spazn 1.22 


Chronicle, who ſaith more then the Do&or : for he te]s us that 
the People threw that duſt that the Biſhop or his Male had trode 
on, Into the Sea with Carſes and Imprecations : which certainly 
ſaith he was nor done without ſome Myſtery , thoſe people not 
being voide of Religion, but ſuperſticioufly devont as the reſt of 
the Spaniards-are:fo that there is one Congregation in the Chri- 
ſtian world in which this Government hath mer with contra- 
dictons*- 1: | kl Pe 
And arenot the Freych, Scottiſh, and Belzick Churches worthy 
to be counted Chriſtian Congregations? and who knowes nor 
that amongſt theſe this Government, hath mer not onely with 
verbal but reall eontradition ?- Fane, SH 
Yet he cannot leave his-< : But within two- pages ts at'it a- 
gaine 3 and tels us of an unqueſtionable 'theave neſie wherein it hath 
been from the Apoſtles derived tows : how unqueſtionable ? -_ 
the. 
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(14) 
the many volutnes written about jt, witnefſe tothe world, .and 
to his conſcience, it; hath been as much queſtioned as any poinc 
(almoſt) in our Religi6n. EIETa-4 6 

And that aſſercion of his that tels us that the people of God 
had a forme of prayer. us ancient as Moſes ; which was conſtently. 
prefdiſed to the Apoſtles dayes, and by the Apoſtles, &16. though. we 
have ſhewed how bold'and falſe this affertion is, yetwe mention 
it here as deſerving to be-put into the Catalogue. 1 

And that he may not ſeen Contre mentem ire, but to be of the 
ſame minde Rill, p. 18. he JeithyEpiſcoper Government hath conti- 
ned in thisIland.eutr fince the firſt plantation of the Goſpel without 


_ contredjifion. Had he taken a leffe ſpace of time ,, and ſaid bur 


lince the reſuſcitation of the Goſpel : we can prove it tohim and 
ſha[], thac fince the reformation , Epiſcopacy hath been more 
comemnned » then ever the Papacy was before the extirpation, 
of it. FR 
Yer ſtj!l the man runs on ,-thinking to. get credit.to his yn- 
traths by their multiplications ; for pag. 21. he ſaith ;. Certeinly, 
except all Hiſtories , all Authors faile us, nothing can be more certaiue 
then this truth : Os Purum ! Nothing more certaine ! what is it 
not more certain that there is a God ? is it not more certain chat. 
Chriſt is God and man ? is it not more certain. that Chriſt. is the 
only Saviour of the world?Nothing more certain! muſt this.then, 
be an Article of our Creed,the corner ſtone of our Religipn?mult 
this be of necetlity to Salvation ? Nothing more ccitain-! O 
that men ſhould noe onely forget themſelves , but God allo : 
and in their zeale for cheir own Honour utter words bordering 
upon Blaſphemy.. : 2 2 IRS 
Indignation will not ſuffer us to proſecute theſe' fallities of. 
his any further ; we will leave this difpleaſing fervice, .onely 
retorting the words of this Remonſtrant upon, himſelf , Surely 
could he look with our eyes (or any eyes that were not partial ) be 
would ſee cauſe tobe throughly aſhamed of theſe his groſie injurious 
m1ſcarriages, and ſhould be forced to confeſie that never good cauſe(it 
cauſe be good) had more reaſon to complaine of a ſinful proſecution. 


SECT. IV. 


'T TE will now come with your Honours patience, to weigh 

Y , whether there be; 21 ny more ſircngth ini his. arguments, 
then there is truth in his affertions: FIR Ks oroyrty 
His Plea for Epiſcopacy coniiſts of two parts. In the ll he 

rings 


(15) 


brings arguments forthe ſupporting of it. In the ſecond he un- 
dertakes to anſwer the obje&ions that may be made againſt it. 

His firſt argument for it, is couched in theſe words ; I/ere this 
Ordinance meerly Humane or Eccleſiaſtical , if there c.uld no more 
be ſaid for it, but that it is exceeding Ancient, of mare then 15. hu;;- 
dred years, &c. The ſtrength of which argument lies in this, 
that they have been in peaceable poſſeſſion of this governmenr 
fifteen hundered years and upwards ; and in this Iflandeever fince 
the Goſpel, without contradiction. 

In which words he ſpeaks two things which deſerve juſt ccn- 
ſure. Firſt, that the Hierarchical Government hath continued 
for fifteen hundred years ; therefore ſhould not now be altered; 
which may well be called, as Hierom in another Caſe, Argumen- 
tum Galeatum, an Argument calculated for the Mer1dian of Epiſce< 
pacy, and may indifferently ſerve for all Religions in tne World : For 
thus the Jews might have pleaded againſt Chriſt the Antiquity 
of more then ſo many hundred years; and thus the Heathens 
did plead againſt'the Chriftian Religion, which 7»ſtin Martyr 
in his Apology anſwers. And by this Argument the Pope firs as 
| faſt rivetted in his chayre at Rome, as ours in theirs : whoſe 
Plea for Antiquity runs parallel] with theirs. It is a good obſer- 
vation of Cyprian, that Chriſt ſaid, Ego ſum via, veritas & vita; 
not Ego ſum conſuetudoz and *® that Conſuetudoſine veritate eſt ye= 
tuſtas erroris, Chriſt is Truth, and not Cuſtome; and Cuftome 


withou Truth, is a mouldy error : and as Sir Fraxcis Bacon * Fruftra con- 
ſaith, Antiquity without Truth, is a Cypher without a Figure, ſaetudinem na-" 
Yet had this þ Remonſtrant been as well verſed in An tiquity, bis opponunt, 


as he would bear the world in hand he hath, he might have 


quali conſuetu- 
do major fit ve-. 


found Learned Ancients affirming, there was a Time when the irate,ut nonid 
Church was not governed by Biſhops, but by Presbyters. And fitin ſpirituali- 
when by Biſhops, he might further have ſeen more affinity be- Us ſequendum, , 
tween our Biſhops and the Pope of Rome, then between the 9494 in melins 


Primitive Biſhops and them. And that as King Fames of famous ;, 


memory, ſaid of the Religion of Exgland, that it differed no veltwn: Cypr. 
inore from Rorae, then Rome did from what it was at firſt may £p. 73. 
as truly be ſaid of Biſhops, that we differ no more from: them ® It is wel oh-- 


then they do from what Biſhops were, when firſt they were rai- 


. ſerved by Ger- 
hard, that a 


Pi 
Apoſtolica, that is, the Biſhop that is the ſame with a Presbyter, is of fifteen Rag . 
fianding ; but a Biſhop Phraſe Pontificia, that is, a diſtin& order ſuperiour to a Pref. 
byrer, inveſted with fole power of Ordination and Juriſdiction , is but a Novell In-: 


VEntion, | 
G ſed- 


(16) 
fed umo this eminency : which difference we ſhall ſhew in our 
enſuing Diſcourſe, to be ſo great, that as he ſaid of Rome, he 
did Roman in Roma querere, he ſought Rome in Rome; ſo wee 
Epiſcopatum ia Epiſcopatu, may go ſeck for a Biſhip among all our 
Biſhops. | 

And whereas in his application of this Argument to the, Bi- 
{hops of this Nation, he faith, 1r hath continued in this Itand e- 
ver fince the firft plantation of the Geſpel , without contradiction ; 

Paz. 19. which is his Secoxd in this Argument : How falſe this is,vie have 
declarcd already ; and we all know, and himſclte cannot but 
know, that there is no one thing ſince the rcformation, that 
hath met with ſo much* Ceorradiciion as Epiſcopecy hath done ; 
witnels the ſeveral Books written in the Reigns of our ſeveral 
Princes, and the many Petitions exhibited to our ſeveral Parliae 
ments, and the many mo made therein againg Epiſcopal G:= 
vernment : many of which are yet extant. 


Pag. ": 7 RR As for that ſupply of Acceſſory ftrength, which hebegs to this 
Aabliſhmenc Argument,from the light of nature, and the rules of juſt policy,which 


of Epiſcopacy (faith he) teacheth 1s wot eafily to give way to the chauge of thoſe 
by the Lawes things 'which long uſe and many * Laws have firmly eftabliſhed, as 
is, and upon Neceſſary ard Beneficial ; it is-evident, that thoſe things which 
—_— to former Ages have ſeemed Neceſlary and Bexeficial, may to ſuc- 
<d Sir Edward ceeding Ccnerations, prove not Neceſſary but Noxious, not Bene- 
cok informes ficeial, but Burthenſome 53 And then the ſame /ight of nature, and 
ns, Vo re- the ſame juſt policy, that did at the firſt command the eſtabliſh- 
_ _ n ment of them, may and will periwadetheir Abo!iſhment ; if not, 
+ cant; wha either onr Parliaments muſt never Repeale any. of their former 
4 ar Cariife As (which yet they have juſtly and wiſely done) or elſe in fo 
in the 2g.year doing muſt run Counter to the /ight of #ature, and the Rules of 
of Edw. LitiS ;y2 policy 3 which eo think were an impiety to be puniihed by 
declared thar: Lc Judge. | 
the holy oD S 

Church ofEnzland was founded in the ſtate of Prelacy within the Realm of England,by th© 
King and his Pregenitors , &c. for them to inform the peopie in the Law of God, and'to 
keep hoſpitaliry, and give almes,and do other works of charity. And the ſaid Kings in times 
paſt were wont tO have their advice and counfel for the ſafe-guard of the Realme, when they 
1129 need of ſuch Prelates aad Clerks fo advanced. Cook de jure Regis Eccleſiaſtico. But whe- 
ther Biſhops have obſerved the Orders of their firſt foundation, &c. 


SECS > 


Pag. 19, 20. FFHe Second Argument for the defence of Epiſcopal Govern». 
; ment, is from the Pedigree of this holy Calling, which he de- 
rrves from yo leſi then an Apoſtolical, and in that tight divine inſti- 

tute 


; 


(17) 


ration 3 and aſlayes to prove it from the praMice of the Apoſtles” 


- andas he faith, the clear pradiice of their Succeſſors , continued i? 


Chriſts Church to this very day: And to this Argument he ſo nuch 


confides,that he concludes ic with this Triumphant Epiphonema,What Pag.. 21; 


ſeruple can remain in any ingenuous beart ? And determins, if any cox- 
tinue yet unſatisfied, it is in deſpight of reaſon, and all evidence f Hi- 


 flary, and becauſehe wilfully ſhuts his eyes with a purpoſe ot to ſee the 


light. Bona verba. 

By your favour Sir, we will tell you notwithſtanding the ſup- 
poſed ſtrength of your argumentation, there is one {cruple yet re- 
maining; and if you would know upon what ground,it is this;be- 


cauſe we find in Scripture (which by your own confeſſion is O, i- Pag. 8. 


ginal Authority.) that Biſhops and Presbyters were Originally the 
ſame, though afterwards they came to be diſtinguiſhed : and in 
proceſs of time, Epiſcopacy did ſwallow up all the honor and pow- 
er of the Presbytery , as Pharaoh's lean Kine did the fat. | 
Their Idcntity is diſcernable : firſt, from the ſame names given 
unto both : ſecondly, from the ſame office defigned unto both in 
Scripture. As for the names, arenot the ſame names given unto 
both in Sacred Writ? Let the fifth, fixth, and ſeventh verſes of the 
firſt Chapter to Titzs teſtifie ; in the fifth verſe, the Apoltle ſhews 
that he left Tits in Creet to ordain Elders in every City ; in the 
{ixth verſe, he gives a delineation of the perſons that are capable 
of ſuch Ordination :-and in the ſeventh, the Reaſon, wity the per- 
fon to be ordained, muſt be ſo qualified : for a Biſ19p, &c. Now if 


the Biſhop and Elder be not here the ſame,but names of diftinCt of- 


fice and order, the Apoſtles reaſon rendred in the ſeventh verſe of 
his dire&ion in the fifth and5fixth verſes, is (with reverence be ir 
ſpoken) inconſequential], and his demand unjuſt. If a Chancellor 
in one of the Univerſities ſhould give order to his Vice-Chancellor 
to admit none to the degree of Batchelour in Arts,but ſuch as were 
able to preach, or keep a Divinity A& : For Batchelours in Divinity 
muſt be ſo: what reaſon or equity were in this? Soif Paul leaving 
Titiss as his Lecum tenens, as it were in Creet for a ſeaſon, ſhonld 
give order to him not to admit any to be an Elder but one thus 
and thus qualified,. becauſe a Biſhop muft be fo : had a Biſhop 
been an Order or Calling diſtin& from,or ſuperior to a Presbyrct, 
and not the ſame, this had been no more rational or equal then 
the former : therefore under the name of Biſhop in the ſeventh 
verſe the Apoſtle intends the Elder mentioned in the fifth verſe. 
Conſonant to this is'the Language of the ſame Apofile, Ads. 20. v. 
17.18.where ſuch as in17.verſe he calls T&«oCvliges, Elders,in the 18. 


lation 


he calls 670x675, in ordinary m_—_ Biſhops, though our Tranſ-. 
, 
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tion there,(we know not for what reaſon) reads it Overſeers: not 


ſo rendring the word in any other Text. 

Andthough thisRemonſtrant undertakes to ſhew a clear and re- 
ceived diſtin&tion of Bifhops, Presbyters, & Deacons,as three diſtin 
ſubordinate Callings in-Gods Church, with an evident ſpecification of 
the duty & charge belonging to each of them, or elſe let this claimed Hie- 
rarchy be for ever hooted out of the Church : "Yer let us tell him, that 
we never find in Scripture theſe three Orders, B:ſhops, Presbyters, 
and Deacons, mentioned together : bur onely Biſhops and Dea- 
cons, as Phil. 1, and-1. Tim. Nor do we find in Scripture any Ordi= 
ation to the office of a Biſhop, differing from the Ordization of an 
Elder : Nor do we findin Scripture, the ſpecification of any Du- 
ty charged upon a Biſhop, that Elders are ſecluded from : Nor a- 
ny qualification required in a Biſhop, that is not requiſite in every 
Presbyter ; ſome of whlch, if not all,would be found, were they not 
the ſame. : 

Bur if. this Remornſtrant think to _—P himſelfe by taking San&tu- 
ary in Antiquity (though we would gladly reſt in Scripture, the 
SanRuary of the Lord) yet we will follow him thither, aud there 
{hew him that Hieromefrom the Scriptures proves more then once, 
Presbyters and Biſhops to be the ſame. And Chryſoftome in philip. 1. 


Hieropy, Ep. ad F[omil. 2. with his admirer Theophiladt in Philip.1.affirms that while 


Evag. (5 ad 
Ocea. 


Iren, 4civoer. 


her. I. 4. cap. 


43. 44. 


Hiſt. Lib. 5. 
Cab. 23. 


Bellarm. de 
Cleric. Lib. 
I. Cap. 15s 


the Apoſtles lived, the names of Biſhops and Presbyters were not di- 
ſtinguiſhed:: and not onely while the Apoftles lived, but in after 
ages. Doth not Treneus uſe the name of BiſBops and Presbyters 
id\anpiras, in a promiſcuous ſenſe? Are not Anicetu,Pius,Hyginus, 
Teleſphorus, Sixtus, whom the Papiſts call Biſhops, and the Popes 
predecefſors, termed by Eyſebius Presbyters ? Nor was it ſtrange 
in the Primitive times to hear Biſhops called Presbyters, when 
Presbyters writing to their Biſhop have called him Frater. So 
Cyprian (Epiſt. 26. in the beginning) is tiled by his Presbyters, 
Deacons and Confeſſors ; nor was that holy Martyr offended with 
that title, nor they condemned of inſolency that uſed it. 

But what ſhould we burthen your patience with more teſtimo- 
nies, when the evidence of this truth hath. fhined with ſo firong 
a beam that even our Adverſaries have ſtooped to it, and confeſ(- 
ſed that their Names were the ſame in the Apoſtles time ? Bur yet 
ſay they, the Offices were diſtinCt, 

Now here we would gladly know, what theſe men make the di- 
ſtin& Office of a Biſhop. 

Is it to edifie the Church by Word and Sacrament ? is it 'to or- 


dain others to that work ? is it to rule, to govern, by admonition 


and other cenſures? if any of theſe, if all theſe make up the pro- 
oo - f pre 


| 
| 
q 
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b worke of a Biſhop z we can prove from Scripture that all theſe 
[belong unto the Presbytery , which is no more then was granted 


by a Councel. 


a Presbyteris 
ficur Epiſcopin + 
Diſpenſatio 

_ Myfteriorum 


Dei commiſſa eſt: Preſunt enim Eccleſie Chriſti: in Conſecratione Dominici corporis && ſanguinis, conſor- 
tes ſunt cum Epiſcopis: Co ſimiliter in Do&rina Populorum (QF in officio pr edicandi: ac ſolum propter au- 
teritatem, ſummo Sacerdoti Clericorum Ordinatio reſervata- eſt: Concil. Aquiſgran. primum, Can.8. 
Euangelium tribuit his qui preſunt Eccleſie Mandatum docendi Evangeli, remittendi peccata, admi- 
niſtrand: Sacramenta: preterea juriſdictionem 3 videlicer Mandatum Excommunicandi eos quorum note 
ſunt crimina,Cy Reſipiſcentes rurſuw abſolvendi : Ac Omnium Conſeſſione, etiam adverſariorum liquet, 
banc poteffatem Jure Divino communem eſſe Omnibus qui praſunt Eccleſia, ſrve Paſtores vocentur,ſive 
Presbyteri, Sive Epiſcopi. Scriptum Philip. Melanch. in ccnventu Smalcald. Anno. 2540. a precipuis 
illarum Eccleſiarum Doforibus communi Conſenſu comprobatii de poteſtate dy juriſdiFione Epiſcoporum, 


For the firſt , Edifying of the Church-by word and Sacraments, 
though we feare they will ſome of them ar leaſt ſcarce own this as 
their proper worke (for ſome have been cited into the High Commiſſi- 

fion for 1aying,it belongs to them ) yet Sir we are ſure, Scripture 


dl 


makes it a part, a chiefe of the __ office; forſo in the 1 Pets cn1owonts. 


. 2. they are ſaidto doe the work © 
the flock of God. And this is ſuch a work as we hope their Lord- 


. (hips will give the poor Presbyters leave toſhare with them in : or 


it not, we will tell them that the Apoſtle Peter in that forecited 
place, and the Apoſtle Paul, AGJs.20. binds this work upon our 
hands, and Woe unto us if we preach not the Goſpel. 

But this branch of Epiſcopal and Presbycerial office we paſſe 
with brevity , becauſe in this there lies not ſo much controverſie 
as in the next, which they-doe more wholly Impropriate to them- 
ſelves : the power of Ordination. E126 

Which power, that it was in former times in the hands of Pres- 
byters,appeares 1 Tim. 4. 14. Negled not tbe gift which was given thee 
by Propheſie, and by the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery. - The 
gift here ſpoken of is the Miniſterial gift, the exerciſe whereof, the 
Apoſtle exhorts Timothy not to negle&t, which ſaith he, he had re- 
ceived, not by the laying on of the hands of one fingle man, whe- 
ther 4poſtle,or Biſhop,or Presbyter, but Ts rg«oumgis the Presbytery, 
thatis, the-whele company of Presbyrters, for in that ſenſe onely we 
finde 70 T;«oGv7igror taken in Scipturezas in Luke 22, ver{.66.A9F.22, 
verſ(.'5. which the Chriſtian Church called the Eccleſiaſtical Senate 
as Terom in Iſay 3. Nos habemus-in Eccleſia Senatum noſtrum , Catum 


a Biſhop, when they do feed zouualw. 


Presbyterorum, & an Apoſtolical Senate :ouridpioy *Amogouy Ignatius E= Ferom. Iſa. 


piſ. ad Magneſ. and ſome times zp#oGoniguor Concil, Aucyr.Can. 1s. 


And though the Apoſtle in his ſecond Epiſtle to Tim.1. 6, makes 1gye. Epiſ. 
"mention of the laying on of his hands : yet to maintaine the Har- ad Mages. 
mony of Scripture, it muſt not be denied but there was impoſiti- Conc. Ancyr, 
on of hands by the Presbytery as wel as by himſelf, and ſo it was Cons, 


ajoynt a ; So that in this there is no more diffepence then in the 
Oramane | : ee 6 PIO Aud 


tf: it 


> 


Us 


| Pap, 20, 
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And it there beno difference between Presbyters in feeding or 
ordaining, letus ſee it there be any in the third part of their office 
of Rulig, which though our B:/ops aſſame wholly to themſelves, 
yet we {hall difcover, that it hath been committed to and exerci- 
ſed by Presbyteriall hands. 

For who are they of whom the Scripture ſpeakes, Heb. 13.17, 
Obey them that have the Rale over you? for they watch for your ſoules, as 
they that muſt give an account, &c. 

Here all ſuch as watch over the ſouls of Gods people, are inti- 
tuled to rule over them. So that unleffe Bi/hops will ſay , that they 
oncly watch over the ſouls of Gods people, and are only to give an 
acconnt tor them , they cannot ae” to themſelves the ſole rulc 
over them. And if the Biſhops can give us good ſecurity, that they 
will acquitus from giving up our account to God for the ſouls of his 
people, we will quit our plea, and religne to them the ſole rule 0« 
ver them. | 

So againe in the 1 Theſſa. 5. 12. Know them which labour amons ft 


" you, and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. 


In which words are contained theſe truthes ; Firſt that in one 
Church (for the Theflaloxions were but one Church, 1, Cz.) there 
Was not 9 Tgairdjeros but 6 rgorreuWu ; not one chiefe Biſhop or Preſi- 
dent, but the Preſidency was in many. _ 

Secondly, that this Prefidexcy was of ftuch as laboured in the 
word and Doctrine. | 

Thirdly, that the Cenſures of the Church were managed not 
by one, but by them. all in Communi. Them that admonihh you. 

Fourthly, that there was among them a Parity : for the Apoſtle 
bids kaow them in an iadifferency , not diſcriminating one from a-- 
nother:yea ſuch was the rule that Elders had,that S. Peter thoughc 
itneedful to make an exhortation to them to ule their power with 
Moderation , not Lording it over Gods Heritage, 1 Pet. 5.3. 

By this time we have ſtifficiently proved from Scripture, that 
Biſhops and Presbyters are the ſame in name, in Office, in Edifying 
the Church, in power of Ordination and Juriſdifion : we ſum up 
all that hath been ſpoken in one argument : 

They which have the ſame Name , the ſame Ordinaticn to their 
Office, the ſame qualification for their Office, the ſame worke to feed 
the flock of God,;to ordaine paſtors and Elders, to Rule and Governe; 
they are one and the ſame Office : but ſuch are Biſhops and Presby- 
ters; Ergo, 


SECT. VL 
TI Ut the dint of all this Scripture , the Remoyſtranut would elude, 
Iby obtruding upon his reader « commentary (as he calls it) of 
wg EEO COOL the 


Fn Ks Ie ares 


os Doan "1 4 


_ Apoſtles praQice,we have already diſcovered it, from the Apoſtles | 


ais Eccleſie Cura pertineret, & of all the Church ſhould belong,that 


(21) : 

the Apoſtles own pratliſe (which he would force to contradi& their 
own rules )to which he ſuper«dds the nnqueſtionable gloſſe of the cleare 
praiſe of their immediate ſucceſſors in this adminiſtration. For the 


own writings; and for his Gloſle he ſuperadds, if it corrupts not 

che Text,we ſhall admit ic ; but if it doe, we muſt anſwer with Ter= Tertul, 
tullian; I4 verum quodcung; primum:id adulterum quod poſterins whats 

ſoever ts firſt is true ; but that which is latter is adulterous. 

In the examination of this Gloſſe , to avoyd needlefſe Contro- 
verkie,Firſt,we take for granted by both ſides, that the firſt and beſt 
Antiquity, uſed the »awes of Biſhops and Presbyters promiſcuouſly. 
Secondly, that in proceffe of time , ſome one was honoured with . 
the name of B;/hop, and the reft were called Presbyters or Cleri. 
Thirdly, that this was not Nomey i1ane,but there was ſome kinde 
of Imparity between him and the reſt of the Presbyters. | 

Yet in this we differ ; that they ſay, this Impropriation of name, 
and Imparity of place,is of Divine Right and Apoſtolical Inflitution:we 
aftirme both to be occaftonal, and of humane Invention ; and un- 
dertake to ſhew out of Antiquity, both the occaſion upon which, and 
the Perſons by whom this Imparity was brought into the Church. 

On our parts ſtands Ferome and Ambroſe, and others, whom we 
doubt not but our Remonftrant will grant a place among his 
Gloſſators : Saint Jerome tells us in 1 T7t. 


— 


Hdem eft ergo Presbyt:y qui A Presbyter and a Biſhop is the 
Fpiſcopus:& antequam Diabo- ſame : and before there were through 
l inftnfin, ſtndia in Religione the Devils inſtint, divifions in Reli- 
fierent, & diceretur in populis, gion, and the people began to ſay, 1 
eco ſum Pauli, ego Apollo, ego am of Paul, andI of Apollo, andI 0: 
Cephz, Communi Presbyteror# Cephas , the Churches were p__ 
Conſilio eccleſie gubernabaus by the Common=councel] of the 
tur, Poſtquain vero unuſquiſque Presbyters.. But after that each man 
eos quos baptizaverat ſuos pu began to account thoſe whom he had 
tabat eſfie,noa Chriſti; in toto baptized his own,and not Chrifts; it 
Orbe decretumeſt , ut unus de was decreed thorow the whole world, 
Presbyteris elef}us ſuperpone= that one of the Presbyters ſhould be 
retur ceteris, ad quem cn- ſet over the reſt; to whom the care 


ſchiſmatum ſemina tollerentur. the ſecds of ſchiſme might be taken 
Putat aliquis aon Scriptura- away. Thinks any, that this is my 
rum, fed noftram efſe jententi- opinion , and not the opinion of the 
am, Epiſcopum & Presbyterum Scripture, that a Biſhopand an Elder 


unum efie,& alind etatis,atiud is the fame ? let him read the wary 
| ; 's 
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efte nomen officu , relegat Ape- of the Apoſtle to the Philippinns, ſay 
floli ad Philippenſes verba,dis ing, Pauland Timothy, the lervants of. . 
ceatis, Paulus & Timothzus Jeſus Chrift, to them that are at phi- 
ſervi Feſu Chriftz qui ſunt Phi» lippi , with the Biſhops and Deacons. . 
lippis, cam Epiſcopis & Dia- Philippi is one City of Macedonia, and. 
conis,&c.Philippi una eft urbs certainly In one city there could not 
Macedoniz,@ certe in una Ci- be many Biſhops(as they are now called, 
vitete on poterant plures efſe &c.Yand after the allegations of many. 
(ut auncupantur)Epiſcepi,@c. other Scriptures,he concludes thus;as 
feeut ergo Presbyteri ſciant ſe the Eldefs therefore may know, that. 
ex Eccleſie conſnetudine ej qui they are to be ſubje& to him that is 
ſibi pr epoſitus. fuerit eſſe ſubje- ſet over them by the cuſtome of the: 
os. ; Ita Epiſcopi noverint ſe Churel; ſo let the Biſhops know,thac 
agis eonſuetudine, quam diſ- itis more from cuſtome, then from: 
poſitionis Dominice veritate any true diſpenſation from the Lord,, 
Presbyteris eſſe majores , & in that they are above the Presbyters, 
Communi debere Ecclefiam re- & that they ought to rule the Church 
gere. - in common. 


ECCCCCCC— 


- Tnwhichwords of Jersme, theſe five things preſent themſelves to. 
the Readers view ; 

Firſt, that Biſpops and Presbzters are originally the ſame ; Ideme. 
exgo eſt Presbyter qui Epiſcopus. . 

Secondly, that that Imparity that was in his time between Bij- 
faops and Elders,.was grounded upon Eccleſiaſtical cuſtoine, and 
not upon devine Inſtitution ; Epiſcopi noverint, &c. 

Thirdly, that this was not his private judgement, but the judge- 
ment of Scripture ; Putat aliquis, &c.. 

Fourthly, that before this Priority was upon this occaſion ftar- 
ted, the Church was governed Communi Presbyterorum Confilio, by 
the Counſel of the Presbyters in common, and that even afcer this 
imparity, it ought to beſo governed; Sciant Epiſcopi ſe Ecclefiam. 
debere in communi regere. 

Fifthly, that the occaſion of this Imparity and Superiority of. 
Biſhops above Elders, was the diviſions which through the Devils 
inftinQ fell among the Churches ; Poſtquam vero Diaboli inſtinfu., 

Saravia would take advantage of this place, to deduce this Im« 
parity as high as from the Apoſtles times , becauſe even then they 

egan to ſay,l a of Paul,and I of Apollos: but ſure S:; Jerome was not. 
ſaweake as this man would make him, to ſpeak Inconfftencies ; 
and when he proounds it to himſelf, to prove that Biſhops and Pres- 
byters are in Scripture the ſame, to letfall words that ſhould con- 
ture his owp propoſidon ; whereas therefore >, Jerome ſaith , _— 
after 
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after men began to ſay, T am of Paul, and T of Apolos , &c. it was de- 
creed that one of the Presbyters ſhould be ſet over the reſt, &c, This is 
ſpoken indeed in the Apoſtles phraſe,but xot of the Apoſtles times,elſe 
to what purpoſe, is that coacervation of texts that followes ? 

But ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted to be of Apoftolical antiquity 


(which yer we grant not, having proved the contrary) yet it ap=- 


peares, It was not of Apoſtolical intention, but of Duabolical occaſion: 
And though the Devil by kindling Divitions in the Church, did 
miniſter Occaſion to the invention of the primacy or prelacy or one 
for the ſuppreſſing of Schiſme ; yet there is juſt cauſe to think,that 
the Spirit of God in his Apoſtles was never the author of this 
invention. | 

Firſt,becauſe we read in the Apoſtles dayes there were Diviſions, 
Rom. 16.7. and Schiſmes,1 Cor. 3.3.and 11. 18. yet the Apoſtle was 
not dire&ed by the holy Ghoſt ro ordaine Biſhops for the taking 
away of thoſe Diviſtons. Neither in the rules he preſcribes for the 
healing of thoſe breaches , doth he mention Biſkops for that end: 
Nor in the DireGions given to Timothy and Titus for the Ordination 
of Biſhops or Elders, doth he mention this as one end of their Ordi= 
ation, Or one peculiar duty of their office. And though the Apoftle 
ſaith, Oportet hereſes inter vos-eſſe, ut quFprobati ſunt maxifeſti fiaut 
ater vos 3 yet the Apoſtle no where ſaith, Oporter Epiſcopos eſſe, ut 
tolantur bereſes, que manifeſte fiunt. : 

Secondly, becauſe as Door Whitaker ſaith, the remedy deviſed 
hath-proved worſe then the diſeaſe , which doth never happen to 
that remedy whereof the holy Ghoſt is the author, 

Thirdly,becauſe the holy Ghoſt,who could foreſee what would 


* enſue thereupon, would never ordaine that for a remedy , which 


would not onely be incffc&ual to the cutting off of evil, but be- 


come a ſtirrup for Antichriſt to get into his ſaddle. For if there be 


a neceſſity of ſetting up one Biſhop over many Presbyters for preven= 


ting ſchitmes, there is as great a neceſlity of ſetting up one Arch- 


biſhop over many Biſhops, and one Patriarch over many Archbiſhops, 
and one Pope over alunlefle men will imagine, that there is a dan- 
ger of ſchiſme onely among Presbyters, and not among Biſhops and 
Archbiſhops, which is contrary to reaſox,truth, Hiſtory, and-our-own 
Experience. 

And leſt our adverſaries ſhould appealetrom Hjerome as an in+ 
competent Judge in this caſe, becauſea Presbyter, and ſoa party, 
we will therefore ſubjoyne the jndgments of other ancient Fathers 


who were themſelves Biſhops. 


The Commentaries that go under the name of SaintAmbroſe up= 
on Epheſ..4. mention another occaſion of this Diſcrimination or 
Priority 5 


—_—_— 


* III TS 


EAA EE re - 
Ry 


aA. penny = 


3, or" 


Ina De 


= 
ESSE $45 


Im = Mg ESE 


wy Ee Fncome 
I I 
EXKZ — @——_— OO IES £ 
4 Tay" er 


- 
VE 


—_= 


(24) 
priority;and that was * the increaſe and dilatation of the Church 

alexa oft Eccle- VPN occaſion whereof they did ordaine Reftors or Governoure, 

ſta, Convent i- and other officers in the Church ; yet this he grants, that this did 

cula conftituta differ from the former orders of the Church , and from apoſtoli- 
ſunt: & cepe- cal Writ, 

Tunt Reffores: Ayd this Reforſhip or Priority was devolved at firſt from one 

- = ns ; Elder to another by Succeſſion, when he who was in the place was 

ſunt ordinata. Yemoved, the next in order among the Elders Succeeded. But this 
Cepit aliot or- was afterwards changed , and that unworthy men might not be 
dine & Provi- preferred, it was made a matter of Eletion , and not a matter of 
oY Succeflion. Thus much we finde concerning the occafion-of this 
Ideo non per IMparity,cnough to ſhew, itis not of Divine Authority. 

omnia conveniunt Scripta Apoſtol7 ordinationi que nunc in Eccleſia eſt , quia hec inter ipſa primordia 
ſcripta ſunt. Nam os Timotheum & ſe Presbytorium Creatum Epiſcopum vocat,tyc. Sed quia ceperuit 


* Ar ub1 omni 
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ſequentes Preſbyteri indignt inveniri ad primatus tenendos,immutata eft ratis,75c. 


For the ſecond thing, the perſons who brought in this Impari- 
ty: the ſame Authors tells us, the Presbyters themſelves brought 
it in ; witneſſe Hierome ad Evag. Alexandrie Presbyteri unum ex (e 


Hieron ad eleGum in Excelfiori gradu collacatum, Epiſcopum nominabant, quomodo 
Evag. ft exercitus Imperatorem facggrh,aut Diaconi de ſe Archidiaconum.The 
: Presbyters of Alexandria did call him their Biſhop, whom they had 


Ambroſe. ub? 
Prius. 


* Grego.Naz. 


Orat.28. 


choſen from among themſelves,$& placed in a higher degreezas if an 
army ſhould make an Emperour, or the Deacons an Archdeacon. 
Ambroſe upon the fourth of the Epheſians tells us, it was done 
by 2 Councell, and although he neither name the rime nor place of 
the Councel, yet aſcribing it to a Conncell he grants it not to be A- 


. poſtolical :. this gave occaſion to others to fixe it upon Cuſtome as 


Hieronym, in Tit. and Auguſt. Epiſt. 19. ſecundum honorum vocabula 
gue Ecclefie uſus obtinunit Epiſcopatus Presbyterio major eſt, And had 
that TevIg/« or Prelacy had the Seal and confirmation of Divine or 
Apoftolical Authority,Gregory Nat1anzene would never in ſuch a Pa- 
thetick manner have wiſhed the Abolition of it, as he doth in his 
28. Oration. 

And now wyere is that acknowledgement, and conveyance of Impa- 
rity and Inriſdifion which ſaith this Remonſtrant was derived from 
the Apoſtles hands, and deduced in an uninterupted l:ne, unto this day : 
where is it * we finde no ſuch Tparity delivered from Apoſtolical 


' bands,nor ackxowledged in Apoſtolical writings; yet had there beer 


ſuch an acknouledgement and conveyance of imparity : how this ſhould 
have been deduced to us in an uninterrupted Line, we know not; 
unleſſe our Þ:/ops will draw. the Line of their Pedigree through the 
'oynes of Antichriſt,and joyne ifine, and mingle blood with Rome:which 

ic 
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ic ſcemes they will rather doe then loſe this plea for their” rrozrynd 
popes their tyraunical preregative, as Naziangen calls it . 

Suffer us therefore humbly to appeale to your Honours , whe- 
ther this Remonſtrant hath not given ſentence againſt himſelf, who 
is ſo contident of the Evidence of his cauſe, ,that he doth not feare 
to ſay, it there'can be better Evidence under Heaven for any matter 
of fat then there 15 for his Epiſcopacy:Let EPISCOPACY BE 
FOR EVER ABANDONED OUT OF THE 
CHURCH OF GOD. 

SECT. VII. 

A FJ Etcit ſeems himſelie in the height of his confidence was not 
-b without Jeloujtes, of ſome thing might be ſpoken againſt his 
cauſe,therefore he ſeems to heare, what is ſpoken againſt it. 

That the Apoſiles Biſhops aud ours are two: there was no ather then a 
Parochial Paſtor, a Preaching Presbyter without inequality, without a= 
ny Rule over his brethrex. Ours claime an eminent Superiority , and « 
power of Ordination and Juriſdiction unknowne to the Primitive times. 

That this which he ſuppoſeth he heares us ſay is Scripture 
Truth we have ſhewed already, 8&c. that therewas a parity betweer 
Presbyters and Biſhops : and that eminent ſuperiority and payer of Or- 
dination and Turiſdiction which our Biſhops claime , was unknown to 
Scripture: and are now prepared by Gods aſſiftance to prove, it was 


unknown to primitive times. 


But how doth this Remonftrant meete with this Reply : ALAS, 
ALAS, HOW GOOD PEOPLE may be abuſed by misinformati- 
on! It ſeemes the man Judged this Reply ſo poor as in his thoughts 
it was more worthy of his p:tty, then of bis paizes to anſwer, or ra- 
ther knew there was more in this Reply, then he knew how to an- 
ſwer, and therefore waves it with his Rhetoricke. 

- And this werather think, becauſe he knowes but little in Auti- 
quity, that knowes not, that there is fo vaſt a difference between 
our Biſhops, and thoſe that were not onely in the Apoſtles dayes 
(whom we have proyed to be undiſtinguiſhed from Presbyters) 
Bat thoſe Biſhops that were in the Church 400. yeares after, when 


Gree.Nazi, 


ubt Prius. 
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there began to be ſome diſcrimination, that Epiſcopacy may well - 


be likened to the Ship Argo, that was ſo often repaired, as there 
was nothing lefc of the Firſt Materials z yet fill it challenged the 
firſt Name. 

Which difference we ſpread before your Honours in three parti- 
culars : firſt in point of Ele&ion to their office ; ſecondly, in point 
of Execution of their office;thirdly,in point of State-Imployment. 

Firſt (having diſcovered already upon what occaſion this priori- 
ty began to have exiſtence in the ag » and from whom it firſt 
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impldently- difturbed the right Order” of Ele&ion. 
' That which this ſacred Emperour calls the right order of Eleftion, 

what is it but the Ele&ion by the people ? in whoſe powerhe ſaith 
it then was and long had been to chooſe a Biſhop ; and by whoſe 
power the next Biſhop was choſen.So the ſame Author tells us,that 
after Euſebius and Theognius were caſt out of their ſeveral ſeats for 1dem ub; ſupra, 
Arianiſme, by the Councel of Nice, others were appointed in their 
roomes by the Clergy and people of each Dioceſle. 

To this Ele&ion in Nicomed:ia, we could (if it were needful in 

fo cleare a Truth)adde many the like Prefidents of popular Ele&i- Cyprian, Corne- 
ens ; which for brevities ſake, we paſſe over. Not queſtioning,bur [# Athanaſ- 
that which hath been ſpoken, is ſufficient to informe the intelli- ® CM 
gent Reader, that our'Bithops and-the Biſhops of former times, are 
TWO wn point of Elefion. 


SECT. VIIT. 


' A Second thing'wherein we have undertaken to ſhew, that our * 
A Biſhops and the _—__ of former times are T WO, is in the 
Execution of their Office : and here there are three things, where- 
in he that will not wilfwly ſhut his eyes againſt all light , may ſee a 
Latitude of difference between ours and former Biſhops. Firſt, in 
that Sole Tariſdidion which our Biſhops afſume to themſelves. Se- 
condly, in the Delagation they make of the power of exerciſing this 
furiſdi&ion unto others. Thirdly, in the way of the exerciſe of that 
ower. 
: For the firſt of theſe, Their ſole Inriſd;Fion 5 Thatour Biſhops aſ- - 
ſame this to theraſelves, it is kxown and felt, and that this Sole In- 
riſdiion was a ſtranger, a Monſter to former times, we ſhall now 
prove, and makecleare; that the power of Qrdinationy Admonition, 
Excommwunication, Abſolution, was not inthe hands of any fole man. - 

Firſt, for Ordination, Cyprian in his exile writing to his Charge, cypr, zpjf.z +," 
certifzes them, that Aurel7us was ordained-by him and his Colleagnes, : 
who were preſent with him; ( who were theſe Colleagues, but his 
Presbyters ; as he himſelf expounds it , -writing to Lucius in his 
own name, and the name of his Clergy and people, Ego & College rpip. 58, 

& fraternitas omnz;@c. 1 and my Colleagues and-my whole peo- 

ple ſend theſe Letters to you, &c. So that it is'cleare in Cypriaxs 

time, Presbyters had a hind in Ordination, and Biſhops did not Or- 

daine alone. Firmilianus ſaith of: them that rule in the Church, 

Duod baptizandi, MANUM IMPONENDIET ORD I Ajud Cypr. - 
N A ND1I, poſſident poteſtatem. And who thoſe he, he exprefleth a Epif.75:: 
little before, SENIORES & Prepoſiti by whom the Presbyters 

as well as the Bzſhops are. underſtood.. A 

nd -- 
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And as theſe plates prove, that Biſhops in the Primitive time, 
could not ordait alone without the Presby ters ; ſo:there are that 
gliveus light to underſtand, that the Presbyters might ordain 
without the Biſhop. The Author of the Gomment upon the F- 
þheſians, that goes under the name of of Ambroſe, ſaith, Apud Epyp- 
tum Presbyters confignant, ſi preſens non fit Epiſcopus, In Eg ypt the 
Presbyters ordain, if the Bifhop be not preſent ; ſo ſaith Angaſtine in 
the ſame words ; and the* Corepiſcypus, who! was buta Presby- 
ter, had power to impoſe hands, and to ordaine within his pre- 
cin&ts,with the Biſhops Licence. Now Licences 'confer'not a power 
to him that hath it not, but onely a faculry to exerciſe that pow- 
er he hath. 

The iniquity of our times hath been ſuch, that a Miniſter may 
not Preach to his own flock, without a Licence : doth this Li- 
cence make a man a Miniſter, and give him power to preach,or on- 
ly a faculty-and liberty to exerciſe that power ? Should a Biſhop 
give aLaike a Licence:zo preach, or to'ordain, doth that Licence 
make him a Minifter, or a Biſhop ? Sure all will ſay, no :' why ? 
becauſe in the Laike there is not Au primas, the root and prin- 
Ciple of that power, which Licence onely opens a way to the exer- 
cite of ; and therefore that mult be concluded to be in thoſe Cho- 
repiſcopi; or Presbyters, by vertue of their place and calling, and 
not by vertue of a Licence.' Sothat the power' of Ordination was 
{o farre from reſiding the Biſhop alone, as that the Presbyters 
and Corepiſcopi had power to ordain as well as he. | 

Neither was this on?ly a matter of Eccleſiaſtical cuſtome, but of 
Ecclefiaftical conſtitution, which bids the Biſhop 3 
Firſt, in all his Ordinations toconfule with his Clergy ; Ut E- 
piſcopus ſine Concilio Clericorum ſuorum Clericos non ordinet: That the 
B:/h1p ſhall not ordain a'Clergy man without the counſel of the Clergy : 
this was Cyprians praQtice, Epiſt. 33. 

Sccondly, in his Ordinations to take the concurrent alliſtance 
of his Presbyters 3 Cum erdinatur Presbyter, Epijcopo eum benedicen= 
te, & manum ſuper caput tjus texenute, etiam onnes Presbyteri qui pre- 
fentes ſunt, manus ſuas juxta manum Epiſcopi ſuper caput illins texeant . 
When a Presbyter is ordained, the Bithop bleſſing him, and hold- 
ing his hand upon his head, all the Presbyters that are preſent, 
ſhall likewiſe lay their hands upon his he, with the hands of the 
Bifhop. In which'Canon, we have the unanimous vote of two 
hundred ahd fourteen Biſhops, declaring-that the power of Ordi- 
#ation is in the hands of Presbyrers as well as Biſhops. | 

And whereas it 'maybe obje&ed, 'that Hitrome and Chryſoſtome, 
affirming Biſhops to differ from Presbytersin the power of Ordi- 

; nation/ 
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nation, ſeem to imply, that that power is ſoly theirs : Here wee = 
defire it may be obſerved. 5 
Firft, that theſe Fathers put all the difference that lies betweene 
Biſhops and Presbyters, to be in point of Ordination. Quid facit 
Epaſcopus, quod non facit Presbyter excepta Ordinatione. And there- 
fore Chryſoſtome himſelfe confeſſeth, that in his days there was li- 
tle or nodifference between A Biſhop and a Presbyter. Izter Epiſ- Chryſaſt. upon 
copum & presbyterum intereſt ferme nihil, &c. the 1. Tim. 
Secordly, That.this difference is not ſo to he underſtoad, as if 
theſe Fathers did hold it to be by divine right (as . Be//armiz and 
our Epiſcopal men would make us beleeve) but by a humane con- 
ſitution. And therefore they do not ſpeak De jure bur de facto,Quid Libre de ſep- 
facit, &c. not quid debet facere, And this Hierom confefſerh . So Leo tem Ordinibys. 
prim. ep. 88. upon complaints of unlawful Ocdinations, writing 
to the Germane and French Biſhops, recxons up what things are 
reſerved to the Biſhops, among which he ſet down Presbyterorum & 
Diaconorum coxſecratio, and then addes, Que omnia ſolis deberi ſuns Concil. Aquiſ- 
mis Pontificibus Authoritate Canonam precipitur-: So that for this on I. Can. 8, 
power of Ordination, they are more beholden to the Canon. of pa" ati 
the Church, then to the Canon of Gods Word. | - Cheritevns o7- 
Thirdly, we anſwer that this very humane difference was not in dinatio & con- 
the Primitive Antiquity . It was not ſo in Cypriaxs time, as we e- ſecratio reſer- 
ven now ſhewed. And when it did prevaile, it was but a particu- bf 
lar cuſtome (and ſometimes .uſurpation ) of ſome Churches. For 2 
it was otherwiſe appointed in the Councel of Carthage, and in 
Egypt, and other places, as is declared in the former part of this 
Seftion ; and even in Chryſoftomes time, it was ſo little approved 
of, that it was one great accuſation againſt Chryſoftome himfelte, 
That be made Ordiaations withont the Presbytery, and without the con- 
feat of bis Clergy7 this is quoted by Biſhop, Bewnam, bib. 1. cap. S. 


Page 176. | 
SECT: F4 Bilſon. Spalat. 
berg the Biſnops of former times more right to the power irony SanTe 
| V-of fole Frrriſaiction, then of ſole Ordixation : And here we have Cp. Epi 6. 
Confitentem reum, our very Adverſaries confeſs the Votes of Anti- g 28. 
quity are with us. 18. 
Cyprian profelicth, . that he would do nothing without the Clergy ; Concil. 4. Car- 
nay, he could do nothing without them ; nay, he durſt nct take upon him 1s 4 Hit 
alme to determine that which of right did belong to all ; and had jj, , 98-504 
he or any other done ſo,the fourthCouncel of Carthage condemns $0ze. 1. 2.c.23. 
the Sentence of the Biſhop, as Irrita mſi Clericorum ſententia confir- Feynden. Vi= 
metur. a. Aug. C. 4. 
Would ye know the particulars,. wherein the Biſhops had no = = _ 
power of Judicature without their Presbyters. Firlt | 


' 


" partes Diſt.g3:; 


 Franſtulerunt, 
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i Firſt, in judging and cenſaring Presbyters themfelves,andtheir 
—_—_ part. = Dodtrine ; Far this the Canon Law in Gratiaz is full and cleare : 
poeagiaSenh 7 * Epiſcopus non poteſt Indicare Presbyterum.vel Diaconum fine Synodo & 
Senioribus : Thus Bafil-counſelled and praftifed, epiſt-75.S0 Ambr. 
liv.10.epif.80.Cyril in epiſt.-ad Iobannem Antiochen, Thus Gregory ad 
Johan. Panor mitan.lib.31.epiſt.49. | 
ju in Secondly , in judging of the converſation or crimes of any of 
GR - Hh , the members of the Church : Pexes Presbyteros eſt Diſciplina que fa- 
cit bomines meliores ; That Diſcipline that workes emendation in 
men, is in the power of the E/ders. And therefore when any was 
queſtioned in point of converſation, he was brought, faith Tertul- 
lian,into the Congregation where were Exhortations,Caſtigations,and 
Divine cenſures : And who had the chicte ftroke in theſe Cenſures, 
he tel]s us after :»Preſidert probati quique ſeniores : All the. approved 
Elders fit as Preſidents. | 
And thoſe cenſuresthat paſſed by the whole Presbytery were 
more approved by the Church in ancienttimes , then ſuch as were 
paſſed by one man ; for we finde that when Syagrius and Ambroſe 
paſſed Sentence in-the ſame caſe, the Church was unſatisfied in the 
Sentence of Syagrizs , becauſe he paſt ir ſine alicujus fratris confilio, 
without the counſel or conſent of any of his Brethrex.But were pa- 
cified with the ſentence of Saint Ambroſe : becauſe, ſaith he , Hoc 
Tudicium Noftrum cum fratribus & conſacerdotibus participatum pro 
ceſſertt. FT 
6 was there any kinde of cenſures that the Biſhops did admi- 
Avg. deverb, Diſter alone: Admonitions were given by the Elders; Auguſtine tells 
Apoſt. Ser.19. Us the Elders did admoniſh ſuch as were offenders;to the ſame pur- 
. poſe ſpeakes. Origen. contra Celſum.Lib.3, ; 
* Conftat. Turiſ- * So excommunicationghough that being the dreadfulleſt thun- 
diftionem illam der of the Church, ard as Tertul:ai calls it, ſumntum prejudicitin 
pug of futuri Indicij, the great fore-runner of the Judgement of God,was 
forum crimi- PEVEr vibrated but by the hand of thoſe thar Jaboured in the Word 
num-pertinere and Do&rine : yet was no one man in the Church inveſted with 
ado nnes Paſto- this power more then another. 
rechanc ad ſe Therefore ſaith b Hierom ; Presbytero ſi peccavero licet me tradere 
nov ,cromm of ſatane in interitum carnis. 11 finne, a Presbyter (not a Biſhop on- 
& ad queſtum 1y) may deliver me to Satan, to the deftruQtion, &c. where the 
contulerunt E- Reader may pleaſe to take notice that Saint Hierom ſpeakes not of 
piſcopi, Melanc. one particular Presby ter, but of the Order of Presbyters. 
y _ ES The ſame S. Hierom ſaith againe, Smnt quos Eccleſia reprehendtt, 
eron. Epiſt, Rte —_ 
ad Heliodir, 9105 interdum abijcit, in quos non n#nquam Epiſcoporum & Clericorum 
Ep.ad Demet, Ccenſura deſevir. There be ſome whom the Church reproves , and 
ſome which ſhe caſts out; againſt whom the cenſures of Biſhops and 
Presby ters ſharply proceed 3 where weſce, the Cenfares panes 
| AIR IP . : les 


Cap. 5,0. 


Tertul. 4pol. 
adverſ. Gent. 


Ambroſ. Epiſt. 
ad Syagrium. 
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wicked men were caft out of the Church,were not in the ſole hands of 

the Biſhops, but likewiſe in the hands of Preſbyters. 

' Syricius Biſhop of Rome ſignifies to the Church of Millaine , that Io 
vimanws, Auxentius, &c. were caſt out of the Church for ever , and he ymry, 
ſets down how they did it , Omnium Neſtrum tam Presbyterorum quam lib.10. 
Diaconcrum, quam totius etiam cleri ſciſcitata fuit ſententia, There was a Fpift.to. 
concurrence of all Presbyters, Deacons, and the whole Clergy in that 
ſentence of Excommunication. 

The truth herein may be further evidenced by this, becauſe the 
whole Clergy as well as the Biſhops impoſed hands upon ſuch , as re- 
penting were abſolved : Nec ad communicationem (faith Cyprian ) venire cy, Epift. 
quis poſſit, nifi prius ab Epiſcopo & Clero Mans illi fnerit impoſita; No man 12. 
that hath been excommunicated might returne to Charch-Communion , be= And this 
fore hands had teen laid upcn bim by the Biſhop aud Clergy. = the 

Alſo writing to his Clergy coycerning lapſed Chriſtians , he tells them, ith Cy. | 
Exomologeſi fatia & manu eis & vobis in penitentiam impoſita,&c. that af yrianin 
ter confeſſion and the /aying on their hands , they might be commended minoribus 
unto God : ſo when certaine returning from their herefie were to be deliTis. 
received into the Church at Rome in the time of Cornelius , they came pr. Epi. 
before the Presbytery, and therefore confeſſed their linnes, and fo were 46.vide 
admitted. | etiam Cypr 

But though the ſentence of Excommunication was managed onely _= 
by the hand of thoſe that Iaboured in the Word and Doftrine, yet we 
will not conceale from you, that neither Excommunication not abſo- 
lution did paſſe without the knowledge and approbation of the body of 
the Church, to which the Delinquent did belong. : 

So we have learned out of Tertill;an,that their cenſures were ordered Tertul. 4- 
in their publike aſſemblies ; and good reaſon, becauſe the people were pol.adver. 
to forbcare communion with ſuch. 2 Theſ.3.6, 14,15. and publike cen- Sn 

ſures of the Church were inflited not onely for the Emendation of 2:9: 
delinquents, bur for the admonition of others, and therefore ought to 
be admiſtred in publike that others might feare, 1 Tim. 5.20. Origen H 
ſpeaking of the Duty and Power of the Church in cutting off a ſcan- ;, Joſh, 
bln Perſon though a Presbyter,making the caſe his own , he ſaith 

thus : 11 uno conſenſu Eccleſia univerſa conſpiraxs excidat me dextram ſuam 
& projiciat a ſe, He would have the conſent of the whole Church in that Af. 

And when the lapſed Chriſtians were received againe into the | 
Church , the Peoples conſent was required therein ; elſe why ſhould lf 
Cyprian ſay, Viz plebi perſuadeo imo extorqueo ut tales patiantur admitti : [1 
I can ſcarce perſwade the people to ſuffer ſuch to be admitted : and in | 

_another Epiſtle written to his people in his Baniſhment , he promiſeth s | 
to examine all things,they being preſent ard judging. Examinabuntur © __— 2ſt I 
fingula preſentibus & judicantibus vobis. | dletem. 
But of this power: cf the People we ſhall have a further occaſion to 

Es ; | _ 0-1 = —_ 4 | 
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ſpeak afterwards ,. when we come to diſcourſe of Governing Elderss- 

Onely may it pleaſe your Honours from hence to take notice ; how 
unjuſtly our Biſhops have invaded'this right and! power of Presbyters 
and _ in Church cenſures, and deveſting both of it, have girt ic 
wholly upon themſelves, and how herein they and the Biſhops of for-- 
mer times-are T W O. 

| SECT. X. 


A Nd as our Fifhops,and the Biſhops of former times are T WO in 
"&. point of Sole Zuriſdiftion, fo alfo in the Delegation of this power 
of FuriſdiFion unto others : to their Chancellours, Commiſlaries,Ot-- 
eff Laicum ficers, &c. Was ever ſuch a thing as this heard of in the beſt primitive 
wvicarium Times ? that men that never received impoſition of hands, ſhould not only 
eſſe Epiſco- be received into aſſiſtance, but be wholly intruſted with the power of Spiri- 
21, G& ſe- tual Furiſdiffion : Even then when it is to be exerciſed over ſuch perſons 


*Indecora 


oy in gs have bad bands laid upon them. « 
_ 1:c:rewin We may obſerve in Cyprian, whilſt perſecution ſeparated him from 


4no' enim his Church, when queſtions did ariſe among his people , he doth not 
eodemgue ſend them to his Chancellour or Commiſſary ; No, he was ſo far from 
opere non ſubſtituting any man ( much lefſe a /ay man) to determene or give 
>= Judgement in fuch caſes,that he would not afſume that power wholly 
PUV.mto himſelf, but ſuſpends his Judgement , till the hand of God ſhould 


quod etiam - a p l 8 
in lege Di- reſtore him to his Church againe, that with the advice and Counſel of 


-vina pro- the Presbyters, - he might give ſentence : as may appeare to any that 


bibetur di- ſha11 peruſe his Epiſtles. 

ae Sure if God hadever led his Church to ſuch a way of deputation,it: 
bz in bove Would have been in fuch a cafe of Neceſſity as this was : or had any 
& afino footſteps of ſuch a courſe as this been viſible by this holy Martyr in the 


ſmui,Con- goings of former ages,he needed not have deferred the determination 


il. Hiſpal. of the queſtion about the receiving of ſome penitent Japſed ones into 


” the boſome of the Church again, till his retumne and the returne of his . 
Clergy, as he doth. 

Cypr. Epi We will inftance in his 28 Epiſtle, wherein giving direCtion for the 

28, excommunicating of ſuch as would raſhly communicate with lapſed 
Chriſtians, he gives this charge not to his Chancellor or Commiſſary, or 
any other man upon whom he had devolved his power, and ſet him as 
—X on puty or Viccar generall in his abſence, but ad*clerum, to the whole 

resbytery. 
Downham: This Truth isſo Aeare, that Biſhop Downam the great Advocate of 
in the de- Epiſcopacy confeſſeth,that in Ambroſe his time, and a good while after 


fence of (which was about 400 years) till the Presbyters were in a manner 
L*. Cas iS. cada fad. ot. DQ kc. L.ads OV... I» . EF! 0 BYE es 
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7 - SECT, XL. 
* A Third branch wherein the difference between our Biſhops , and 
.£ the Biſhops of former times , in point of Exerciting their Jurif- 
diction, ts viſible, is the way or manner of exerciſing that power. 

For brevities ſake we will onely inſtance in their proceedings in 

caufes criminal ; where let them tell us, whether any good Antiquity 

can yeild them one Prefident for THEIR OATH EX OFFI- 

CIO, which hath been totheir GOURTSS, as Purgatory fire to the 

Popes Kitchin : they have forgotten that old Maxime in the Civil Law, 

Nemo tenetur prodere ſeipſum , which as it is grounded upon natural e- 

quity, fo it is confirmed by a Law enatted by Diocleſian and Maximli- 

an, Nimis grave eſt quod petitis, &'c. It is too grievous that the adverſe paxt 

ſhould be required to the exhibition of ſuch things as ſhould create trouble to Coll a 
themſelves. Underſtand therefore that you ought to bring proofes of your in= 7,,.,. © 
tentions, and not to extort them from your adverſaries againſt themſelves, 1.1. 

Shall the Lamp of Nature in the night 'of Ethniciſme enable Hea- 
then Princes,(yea Perſecutors) to ſee and ena& thus much , and ſhall 
not the glorious Sunne of the Goſpel convince theſe of their iniquities 
in tranſgrefbng this Law,that call themſelves the Fathers of the Church? 

It neither the light of Nature, nor Goſpel /ight can, yet the cuſtome of 
the Church, to which they ſo oft'appeal, may both convince them of 
this iniquity, and diſcov r to all the world the contrariety of their 
proceedings, tothe proceedings of former times, in this particular. - 

For of 014, both the Plantiffe and Defendant were brought face to 
Face, before the parties, in whoſe power it was to Judge : which way Athen. 
of proceeding , Athanaſius affirmes to be according to Scripture , the Apol.2- 
Law of God. And becauſe thoſe that condemned Macarius,did not thus 
proceed, he condemnes their Sentence as malicious and unjuſt. 

Ofold, no Sentence pafſed againſt any man, but upon the Teftimon 
of other witneſſes beſides the Accuſers : after complaint exh; bited, 
the firſt thing they applyed themſelves to, was to conſider the perſon ,,  , 
and quality of the Accuſer,Concil.prim.Conſtant.Can.6 Then they heard _—_ 2 
the witzeſſes,who were two at leaſt;Can. Apoſt.Can.75.Andthele witxeſſes 
muſt be ſuch, as might not be imagined to be part;al,, nor to beare en- 
-mity nor malice againſt the party accuſed. Ambroſ.Epiſt:64. ſo Gratian, 
-Cauſ.3«que.5.cap.Duod ſuſpe@i. | | 

Of old, None might be party, witneſſe, and Fudge, which Gratiaz 
proves at large. Cauſ.4.q1.4. cap. Nullus unquam preſumat accu jator ſi- 
mul efie, Or Jadex Oh teſtis, - | Greg. De- 

Weegrant indeed the Canon Law permits in ſome caſes Tryal with» ceet. 16.3. 
out wjtzeſſes ; Si crimen. ita publicum eſt, ut meritd debeat appel!ari noto- Ti9-2:cap- 
rium ; If the, crime beſo publike , . that it may deſervedly be called —— compa 
Notoriow. Which Law further determines what is notorious , ſaying, Greg.tjb.s 
Offenſam illam nos intelliginus manifeſtam, que vel per confeſiomem_yel pro- Tit 4. caps 

_ £2  bationem#+. , 
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bationem legitime nota fuerit,” aut evidentia Rei, que uula po tt tergivers 
Fatione celari.; We count that offence manifeſt, which either by confeſ- 
tion, or by lawful proofe comes to be known, or by evidence of fa&, 
ſoas it canbe hid by no tergiverſations. 

So that all was done in former times with mature deliberation, up- 
on examination and evidence produced, and proved by ſuch witnef- 
ſes, as againſt whom the Defendant.could lay in no juſt exception. And 
not as now an Accuſation whiſpered againſt a man, he knowes not by 
whoni,to which he muſt take his oath to anſwer,before heknows whac 
his Accufation is. Which Oath, ifhe takes, without further witneſſe, 
he is cenſured upon the witnefle of his own Oath. If he takes it not, 
he is ſenrpreſently to prifon,there to Iye without Bayle or Mainprize, 
till the inſupportable miſeries of his long durance, compel him to take 
on Oath againſt Nature, Scripture, Conſcience, and the juſt Defence 
of his own innocency.. 

That our Biſhops therefoze andformer Biſhops are Two,in the point 

of executing their Judicatory oy need ſpend no more time to 
prove. But come to the third thing, in which the difference betweene 
ours and'former Biſhops is to be evidenced, 
SECT; AI 
AN that is State Impleyment, or attendanceupon Civil and Se- 
cular affaires, &c. which bath Chriſt and Saint Pay/ prohibits, 
which prohibition reacheth every Biſhop ( to —_ in Ehryſoftomes 
words) as well as Timotby, to whom it is direfted ; Nullus ergo Epiſeo- 
patu preditus bec audire detrectet, ſed agere ea omnia detrectet, Let no 
man tht is a Biſhop, refuſe to hear what the Apoſtle ſaich, but to doe 
what the Apoſtle forbids. 3 ; 

We deny not but that Biſhops were in the Primitive times often in- 
cumbred with ſecular bufineſs : but theſe were put upon them, ſome- 
times by Emperors, who ſought the ruine of the Church, as 7ulian, of 
whom Niceph..lib. 10. cap. 13. doth report, that in Clerum coaptatos 
Senatorum munere & miniſterio perverſe frngi juſſit. Sometimes the gra- 
cious diſpofition of Princes toward Chriſtian Religion, made them 
thus to honour Biſhops, thinking thereby to- advance Religion : as 
Conſtantine the Great enaCted, that ſuch as were to be tryed before 
Civil Magiſtrates, might bave leave to appeale ad Tudicium Epiſcoporum, 
atque eorum ſententiamratam eſſe tauquam ah ipſo Imperatore prolatum , 
And' this the Hiſtorian reckoneth as one argument of his reverend re- 
ſpe& to Religion. Sometimesthe exceYency of their ſingular parts caſt 
civil dignities upon them. Tiberizs granted a Queſtors dignity unto « 


Nicep, 38. Biſhop for bis eloquence: Chryſoflome for his notable Routneſs and free- 
$ 


dome of ſpeech,was ſent as the fitteſt'man to Gainas,with the Emperors 
command. Sometimes the people obſerving the Biſhops to be much 
honoured by the Emperour, would ſollicit them to preſent their grei- 
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yances tothe Emperour. And ſometimes the aſpiring humonr of the 


Biſhops raiſed them to ſuch places, as appears by Cyril, who was the 
firſt Biſhop in Alexandria, who had civil dignities conferred upon him, 


as Socrates relates it, from whom civil authority did deſcend upon fſuc- Soxra. 7,7, 


ceeding Biſhops.. # utive 1 6Hoxomy AAtEarSpeias whe 4+ Ieamins 
rites rgmidurareuir F Texydruy nafs Fapyny : of Whom Nicephorus 
therefore recorded, Epiſcopatum majoricum fajtu, prophanorum Magiſtra- 
tuum more, quam predeceſſares ejus Epiſcopi, ingreſſus eſt, unde adeo initi= 
um ſumptum eſt in Eccleſia Alexandrina ut Epiſcopr etriam, profana negotia 
curarent : He entred upon his Epiſcopacy with more pomp then his 
redeceffors, with a pomp conformable to the Heathen Magiſtrates. 


Lib. 14.c, 
4 


Both theſe Hiſtorians relate the ſad conſcquence that followedjupon $S*c-l-7. c. 


this, that Oreſtes the Roman Governour ſeeing his power much weaken=- ? 


ed by the —_ interpoling in ſecular affairs, hated the Biſhop : and 
this (as the Hiſtorian calls it) his z/urped power. ” 


This preſident of the Alexandrian Biſhop, the Biſhop of Rome did yjceps. x. - 


ſoon follow; Et Romanus Epiſcopatus non aliter quam Alexandrinus,quaſi 
EXTRA SACERDOTII FINES epreſſis ad jecularem pronci- 
patum erat jam delapſis 5 The Biſhop of Rome as well as the Biſhop of 
Alexandria breaking the limits of the Prieſtly fun&ion, did degene- 
rate into a ſecular Principality: which purchaſed no lefſe envie to him 
then that to the other. ; 

And though theſe two Biſhops went at firft abreaſt in this point, yet 
In a ſhort time the Roman had out ſtripped the Alexandrian in that 

ower, till the Church degenerating more and more, that Roman 
Priet advanced his power not onely above all the Biſhops, but all the 
Monarchs in the Chriſtian Orbe. 

Yet notwithſtanding, he that ſhall look into the Ancients, ſhall 
finde; firft;that the beft of them held,that they were not to be moleſted 
with the handling of worldly affaires, Cyprian Epift. 66. 1. Singuli di- 
vino Sacerdotio honorati non niſi altari & ſacrificiis deſervire & precibus 
atq; orationibus vacare debent, Moleſtiis ſecularibus noz ſunt obligandi, qui 
divinis rebus & ſpiritualibus occupantur. 


Secondly, that they complained of themr as of heavy burthens, Azg. Poſfidou: 
calls it Angaria, yea Auflin himſelfe in his $1.Epiſtle complaines, that ;,, .,;,, 


worldly buſineſs hindered his praying and ſo preſſed him, that vix 
refpirare potuit : and Gregory the great, #0n ſine dolore in ſecularibus vere 
Jan in Dial. 

Thirdly, Cypriax conſtrued it as one great. cauſe of perſecutions rat- 
fed againſt the Church, de lapfis, Sec. 4. 

Fourthly, it was much cryed down as nnlawful by the holy Fa- 
thers,many Canons forbidding it,and that under pain of being remo- 


ved from their places: Can. Apoſt. Can.6. Can. $1. hee that did 


preſume: to adminiſter Poparncbuw agyxluw x; gelinyr 1 xo, a Roman 
. cCOm-. 


Auguſt, 
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a - command or Adminiſtration of Military affaires or civil place(as Ze- 
2ras there )he ſhould be deſpoſed,Can. Apo.Can.83. hiring of ground, 
medling with worldly affaires is to be laid aſide by them. Otherwiſe 
they are threatned to be liable to Eccleſiaſtical cenſures,Conc.Cal.Cax, 
3.Conc. Carth.Can.16. | 
We will adde this for a concluſion in this point, It is obſerved by 
Athanaſius, Sulpitius, Severws, and other Eccleitaſtical Hiſtorians, thar 
the Ariaxs were very expedite in worldly affaires}, which experience 
they gained by their conftant following and attendance upon the Em- 
perours Court ; and what troubles they occaſioned to the Church 
thereby, is notoriouſly known to any that have ſeen the Hiſtories of 
their times. And in this our Biſhops have approved themſelves more 
like to the Arian Biſhops then the purer Biſhops of purer times : but how 
ever cleare it is, that our Brſhops and the Biſhops of former times are Two : 
Two in elefion to their office; Two in the diſcharge of their office;Two in their 
Ordination, Juriſdiftion, Proceſſes, Cenſures, Adminiſtrations; and the dit- 
ference between our Biſhops and thoſe of former times, is greater then be 
tween the great Biſhop ofRome and them. 
SE CT. XIIL 
Bu it ſeemes our Remonſtrant ſoarcd above theſe times even as high 
LI the Apoſtles dayes, for ſo he ſaith, Tf cur Biſhops challenge any 6- 
tber ſpiritual power, then was by Apoſtolike Authority delegated to, and re- 
quired of Timothy aud'Titus,.and the Angels of the ſeven Aſian Churches, 
let them be DISCLAIMED as VUSURPERS. And thetruth is, ſo they 
deſerve to be, if they doe but challenge the ſame power that the Apoſtle 
did delegate to Timothy and Titus ; for Timothy and Titus were Evange- 
liſts, and ſo moved in a Sphere above Biſhops or Presbyters. For Timc- 
Tory thy,it is cleare from the letter of the Text,2 Tim. 4.5 "eoyor roinooy ivaſye= 
Rader © 2157:Doe the work, of an Evangeliſt : 1f T; imothy had been but a Presbyter or 
pleaſe to Biſhop, Paul had here put him upon imployment , Ultra Spheram 
conſult A@ivitatis. 
Euſeb.Hiſt And to any man , that will but underſtand and conſider what the 
lib. 3: cap. Office of an * Evangeliſt was; ard wherein it differed from the Office of 
$44 _ © a Presbyter or Biſhop, it will be manifeſt that Timothy and Titus were E- 
7 ſome, af- 2angeliſts, and no Brhops: for the title of Evangeliſt is taken but two 
{ ter others wayes ; either for ſuch as wrote the Geſpel, and ſo we doenot aftirme 7i- 
47 <2p.37. mothy and Titus, to be Evangelifts : or clſefor ſuch as taught the Goſpel ; 
by m— 1... and thoſe were of two ſorts, either ſuch as had ordinary places and ordi- 
"VE friprion, #413:&ift5, or ſuch whole places aud giſt; were extraordinary ; and ſuch 
'# hethere Evangelifts were Timothy and Titus, and not Biſhops , as will appeareif 
' "4 makes of we condider, what was the Difference between the Evangelifts and Bi- 
4 an Evan- hog. Biſhops or Presbyters were tyed to the particular care and tuition 
(hl - any nr of thatflock 'over which God had made them Overſeers, Ads 20,28.But 
108 orwta © Ewangelifts were not tyed to refide in oxe-particular place y but did at- 
1 we ſpeak, - .-. SP EE tend 
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cend upon the Apoſtles by whoſe appointment they ate ſent from place” 
to place, as the neceflity of the Churches did require. As appeares 
&fin Timothy whom Saint Paul befought to abide at Epheſus , 
1. Tim. 1. 3. which had beene needlefſe importuniy ,, if T:= 
 mothy had the Epiſcopal! ( that is the Paſtorall ) charge of 
Epheſus committed to him by the Apoſtles, for then he might have 
laid as dreadful a Charge upon him to abide at Epheſus, as» he doth to. 
Preach the Goſpe]. But ſo * was Paul from ſetling Timothy in Cathe- 
dri in Epheſus, that he rather continually ſends him up and down up- 
on all Church-ſervices, for we tinde As. 17. 14. that when Paul fled 4yyo, 
from the tumults of Berea to Athens, he left Silas and Timothy behinde Acre. 
him, who afterwards comming to Paul to Athens, Paul ſends Timothy Chriſtz 
from Athens to Theſſalonica, to confirm the Theſſalonians in the faith, as receptez 
appears I The. 3. 1.2, from whence returning to Paul to Athens again, 47. 
the Apoſtle Paul before he left Athens and went to Corinth,ſent him and 
Silas into Macedonia, who returned to him again to Corinth, AF. 18. 
5. afterwards they travelled to Epheſus, from whence we read Paui 
{ent Timothy and Eraſtus into Macedonia, AF. 19, 22, wither Paulwent 
after them, and from whence they and divers other Breathren jour- 
nied into Aſia, Aﬀs 20. 4. All which Breathren Paylcalls, as it is pro- 4##9 53 
bable, AmTo5oau ixxAroidy, the meſſengers of the Churches, 2. Cor.8.23. 
And being thus accompanied with Timothy, and the reft of the Bre- Anno 53 
theren he comes to Mi/etum, and calls the Elders of the Church of E- 
pheſus thither to him, of which Church had Timothy been Biſhop, the 
Apoſtle in ſtead of giving the Eldersa charge to feed the flock of 
Chrift, would have given that charge to Timothy, and not to them. 
And ſecondly,the Apoſtle would not ſo have forgotten himſelf, as 
to call the Elders Entouore;, before their Biſhops face.- 
Thirdly, Itis tobe conceived, the Apoſtles would have given them 
ſome direfions, how to carry themſelves towards their Biſhop ; but: 
not a word of this though Timothy were then in Pauls preſence, and in 
the preſence. of the Flders, Thecleare evidence of which Text Jdemon- 
frates,that Paul did not leave Timothy at this time as Biſpop of Epheſus. phraus* 
Bat it is rather evidezt that he took him along with him in his journey Capellus; 
to Hieruſalen,and ſo to Romesfor we find char Mod Epiſtles. Pan! wrote Heb. 13. 
while he a priſoner, bear cither in tneir inſcriptiorerTome other pals 23: 
ſage of them, the name of Timothy as Pauls companion, viz. The Epiſtle _ hs 
to the Philippians, C.loſians, Hebrewes,Philemon,which Epiſtles he wrote thacr 
in bonds as the contexture, which thoſe two learned profeſſors; \the thy w | 
one at Heydelbarg, the other at Sanlmur, make of Saint Pauls Epiſtles, with/Paud 
doth declare. Es 
So that it appears that Timthy was no Biſhop, but a Miniſter, ang, 
Evangeliſt, a fellow labourer of the Apoſtles, 1 Theſ. 3. 1. an Apoſtle, a with him 
Meſſenger of the Church, 2 Cor, $, 3. « Miniſter of God, 1 Theſ. 3. 24 m_ theres 
titles 
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titles the Holy Ghoſt gives him, but never the title of a B:ſhop. : 
The like we finde in Scripture concerning Titws, whom Pax! as it is 
conceived by learned men, did firſt aſſume into the fellowſhip of his 
4 Anno 43 Labors in the place of Fobn, and made him his companion in his jour- 
þ Anno 45 ny through Axtzech a to Hieruſalem,b ſo we hnd Gal. 2. 1. trom thence 
returning to Antioch againe;zfrom rhcnce he paſſed through Syria and 
Cilicia, confirming the Churches; and from C:1:cia , he paſſed to-Creer, 
where having Preachcd the Goſpel, and plainted Churches, he lefr T.- 
* Anno 46 tz * there for a while, to ſet in order things that remaine, 
: Yetit was but for a while he left him there,for in his Epiſtle which he 
wrote to him not many yeares after, he injoynes him to come to him 
* Anno 51 tg Nicepolis * where he did intend to winter , but changing that pur- 
ofe ſends for him to Epheſus,where it feemes his Hyemal ſtation was, 
and from thence ſends him before him to Corixth, to enquire the ſtate 
HAnno $I of the Corinthians *.His returne from thence Paul expedts at Troas *,ar.d 
* Anno 52 hecauſe comming thicher he found not his expeFatica there, he was ſo 
grieved in his ſpirit, 2 Cor. 2.12. that he paſſed preſently from thence 
into Macedonia, where Titus met himzand in the midit of his affliftions 
Joycd his ſpirits with the glad tydings of the powerful and gracious 
effe&s, his firſt Epiſtle had among the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 7, 5,6,7. Pail 
having thcre colleRed the Liberalities of the Saints, ſends Tits againe 
tO the * Corinthians, to prepare them for the ſame ſervice of Miniſtring 
to the neceflities of the Saints,2 Cor.8.6. And makes him with ſome 
others the Conveyers of that fecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 

All theſe journey es to and fro did 7:tus make at the defignment of 
the Apoſile, even after he was left in Creet. Nor doe we finde, that after 
his firſt removal from Creet * ; he did ever returne thither. We read in- 
deed, 2 Tim.4.10.he was with Paulat Rome, and from thegce returned 
Snot to Creet, but into Dalmatia. All which doth more then probably 

ſhew, it never was the Titendment of the Apoſtle to fix Titus in Creet as a 
Biſhop, but onely to leave him there for a ſeaſon for the good of 1hat 
Church, and to call him from thence, and ſend him abroad to other 
Churches for their good, as their neceſſities might require. Now who 
that will acknowledge a Diſtindion between the Offices of Biſhops aud 
Evangeliſts,and knows wherein that Diſtinio# lyes,will not upon theſe 
premifſes conclude that Timothy and Titus were Evangelifts and NO T 
Biſhops, 

I 9s ſome of the Fathers have called Timothy and Titus Biſhops. We 
grant it true; and it is as true;that ſome of the Fathers have called them 
Archbiſhops and Patriarks ; yet it doth not follow , they wereſo. We 
adde, ſecond!y, that when the Fathers did call chem ſo, it was not in a 

roper but in an improper ſenſe ; which we expreſſe in the words of our 
Learned Orthodox Raynolds ; 


* Anno 53 


Raynolds 


wo" _ Hes You may learne by the Fathers themſelves, faith he, that when they 
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termed any Apoſtle a Biſhop of this or that City (as namely S. 
Peter of Antioch or Rome) they meant it ina general ſort and ſignifi- 
cation,becauſe they did attend that Church for atime,ard ſupply that 
roome in preaching the Goſpel, which Biſhops did after ; bur as the 
name of Biſhop is commonly taken for the-Overſeer of a particular 
Church, and Paſtor of a ſeveral flock 3 ſo Peter was not Biſhop of any 

' ONe place; therefore not of Rome. And this 1s true by Analogy of all 
extraordinaay Biſhops, and the ſame may be ſaid of Timothy and Tis, 
that he ſaith of Peter. 

But were it true that Timothy and Titus were Biſhops : will this Re- 
montſtrant undertake, that all his party ſhall ftand ro his Conditions ? 
If our Biſhops challenge any other power then was by Apoſtclick Authority de» 
legated tc,and required of Timothy and Titus,anud the Angels of the ſeaver 
Aſian Churches, let them be diſcla:med as uſurpers. Will our Biſhops in- 
deed ſtand to this ? then aFum eft. Didever Apoſtolick Authority delegate 
power to Timothy or Titus, to ordain alone? to governe alone? and do 
not our Biſhops challenge that power ? Did ever Apoſtoligne Authority 
delegate power to Timothy and Titus, to rebake an Etder? no; but to 
entreat him as a Father : and do not- our Biſhops challenge themſelves 
and permit to their Chancellors, Commiſſaries,afid Officials power not on= 
ly to Rebuke an Elder;but to rayle upon an Elder ? to reproach him with | 
the moſt opprobriouis termes of foole, kxave, jack-ſauce, &c. which our 
paper bluſhes to preſent to your Hozors view £ Did ever Apoſtolick Au- 
thority delegate to Timothy and Titus power to receive an accuſation a= 
gainſt an E/der, but before two or three witneſſes ? and do not our Bi 
ſhops challenge power to proceed Ex Offcio, and make Elders their 
own Accuſers? Did ever Apoſtolick Authority delegate power to Timo- 
thy or Titus, to rejef any after twice admonition, butan Heretick? and 
do not our Biſhops challenge power to reje&t and ejeft the moſt ſoxud 
and Orthodox of our Miniſters, for refuſing the uſe of a Ceremony ? as if 
Non-conformity were Hereſje. So that either our Bifhops muſt difclaime 
this Kemonſirance, or elſe themſelves muſt be diſclaimed as uſurpers. 

Eut if Timithy and Titus were no Biſhops, or had not do power, It 
may be the Angels of the ſeven Aftan Churches had; and our Remon= 
ſtrant is ſo ſubtle as to twiſt theſe two together, that if one faile,the 0- 
ther may hold. | | 

To which we anſwer ; firſt, that Angel in thoſe Epiſtles is put Col- 
ledely, not Individual ; as appears by the Epiſtle to T hyatira, cap. 2. 
verſ. 25.,where we read vpiy 56 A62w tors Avizo7s, $c,But I ſay unto you 
(in the plural number, not unto thee in the {ingular) aud wnto the reſt 
i Thyatira,&c.Here is a plain diſtintion between the members of that 
Church. By you, is ſignified thoſe to whom he ſpake under the name of 

the Angel. By the reſt,the reſidue of the people. The people governed, 

and the Governours in the plural — What can be more evident 
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eo-provexthat by 4»gal i meant nat one ſingular perſon,but the whole 
corapany of Presbyters that were in Thyatira. 

This alſo further appears, becauſe it js uſual with the holy Ghoſt, 
not only in other Books of the Scripture, but alſo in this very Book of 
the Revelation, to expreſs a company under one ſingular perſon. Thus 
the Civil State of Rome, as oppoſite to Chriſt, is called 4 beaſt with 
tex boras : andthe Eccleſiaſtical State Antichriſtian is called the whore 
of Babylon, and, the falſe Prophet ; and the Devil and all his family is 
called Ar old red Dragon. T hus alſo the feven Angels that blew the ſe- 
ven trumpets, Revel. 8. 2.. and the ſeven Angels that poured out the 
ſeven Vials, arenot literally to be taken, but Synecdochically, as all 
know. And why not then the ſeven Angels in thoſe Epiſtles?Mr. Mede 
mn his Commentaries upon the Revelation, pag. 265, hath theſe words; 
Denique(ut jom ſemel iterumgzmonnimus )quoniam Deus adhibet angeles pro= 
widentie ſue in rers bumanari motibus & converſiouibus ciendis, gubernan- 
diſq; adminiftris:idcirco, que multorum mauibus peraguntar, Angelo tamen 
tarqunn rei gerende prefidi &Duci pro communi loquendi modo tribuuntur. 

Adde, thirdly, that the very name Agel is ſufficient to prove,that it 
1s not meant of one perſon alone, becaufe the word Axge! doth not im- 
pertany peculiar jurifdition or preheminence, but is a common 
name to all Miniſters, and is ſo uſed in Scripture. For all Miniſters are 
Gods Meſſengers and Embaſſadours,ſfent for the good of the Ele&.And 
therefore the name being common to all Miniſters, why ſhould wee 
think that there ſhould be any thing ſpoken to one Minifter, that doth 
not belong to all ? The like argument we draw trom the word Stars 
uſed Revel, 1. 20. The ſeven Stars are the Angels of the ſeven Churches. 
Now it is evident, that all faichful Miniſters are called Scars in Scrip- 
tare, whoſe duty is to ſhine as lights unto the Churches, in all purity 
ofdeftrine and holineſs of converſation. And in this ſenſe, the word 
is uſed,when it is ſaid,that the third part of the ſtars were darkned,Revel. 
8,12. and thatthe Dragons taile drew the third part of the ftars of Heaven, 
aud caſt them to the Earth, Revel. 12. 4. Which is meant not only of 
Biſhops, but of other Miniſters, unleſſe the Biſhops will appropriate 
all corruption and Apoſtacy unto themſelves. 

Adde, fourthly,out of the Text it ſelte,it is very obſervable,that our 
Saviour in opening the myſtery of the Vilion, Revel. x. 20, faith; The 
ſeven Candleſticks which thou ſaweſt, are the ſeven Churches, but he doth 
not ſay , 'Fhe ſeven Stars are the feven Angels of the ſame Churches, 
But the Angels of the ſeven Churches ; wherein not without ſome myſtery 
the number of the Angels is omitted; leaſt we ſhould underſtand by 
Angel, one Miniſter alone, and not a company. And yet the Septenary 
number of Churches is twice ſet down.. 

Laſtly, though but one Angel be mentioned in the fore-front, yet it 
iscvident, that the Epiſtles themſelves are dedicated to all the Ange 
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and Minifters in every Church, and to the Churches therafelves: And 
if to the whole Church, much more to the Presbyters of that Church. 
This is proved Revel. 1. 11. What thou ſeeſt, write ina Book, and ſend it 
to the ſeven Churches which are in Aſia. And alſoby the Epiphonema of 
every Epiſtle; He that hath an eare to hear, let him hear what the Spirit 
ſaith nnto the Churches. Upon which words, Ambroſins Ausbertas in his 
ſecond book upon the Kevelation, ſaith thus 3 Una eademy; locutione & 
' Angeles & Eccleſias unum eſſe deſignat. Nam cum in primncipio locutionum 
gue ad ſeptem fiunt Angeles dicat, & Angelo illinus Eccleſie ſcribe ; in fine 
tamen earundem n0n dicit, Qui habet aurem audiat quod ſpiritus dicat Ayt- 
gelo, ſed quid Ecclefie dicat. By one and the ſame phraſe of ſpeech he 
ſheweth, the Angels and the Churches to be one and the fame. For 
whereas in the beginning of his ſpecch, which he makes to the ſeven 
Churches, he ſaith, And write to the Angel of the Churches ; yet in the 
cloſe of the ſame, he doth not ſay, He that hath an Eare, let him heare 
what the Spirit ſaich to rhe Ange], but what he ſaith to the Church. And 
this is further proved by the whole argument of thoſe Epiſtles, where- 
i the admonitions, threatnings, commendations, and reproofes, are 
dire&ed to all the Miniſters of all the Churches. Revel. 2. 10. The De= 
vil ſhallcaſt ſome of you into priſon, &c. Revel. 2.16. I will fight againſt 
them with the ſword of my mouth, Revel. 2. 24.1 will put upon you no other 
burthen, &c. I ſay unto yore and the reſt of Thyatira, as many as have not 
this Dodtrine,and which have not known the depths of Satan,&c. And when 
it is ſaid in the fingular Number (as itis often) Thaow thy works and 
labour, &-c. verſ. 2, and verl. 4. Repent and do thy firſt works 3 and verſ. 
13. Thou haſt not denyed my Faith, &c. and cap. 3. 26. Becauſe thou art 
neither hot nor cold, &c. All theſe and the like places,” arenort tobe un- 
derſtood as meant of one individual perſon, but of the whole compa- 
ny of Miniſters, and alſo of the whole Church , becauſe that the pu- 
niſhment threatned, is to the whole Church ; Revel. 2. 5. Repent and 
do thy firſt-works, or elſe I will come unto thee quickly and remove thy Cans 
dleſtick ont of his place 3 Rev. 2. 16. Repent, or elſe I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will fight againſt thee with the ſword of my mouth ; Revel. 2, 
24. T will not put upon you axy other burthen. Now we have no warrant 
in the Word to think that Chriſt would remove his Goſpel from a 
Church for the fin of one Biſhop, when all the other Miniſters, and the 
Churches themſelves are free from thoſe fins. And if God ſhould take 
this courſe, in what woeful & miſerable condition ſhould the Church 
of England be, which groaneth under ſo many corrupt Prelates? By 
all this it appears, that the word Axgel, is not to be taken, "d,0):x5;, 
but ovaanrTacd5;not properly,but ftguratively.And this is the judgment 
of Maſter Perks upon the ſecond Chapter of the Revelation : and of 
Maſter Brightman : and of Dofor Fulke,who in anſwer to the Rhemiſts 
in Apgc, I, 20, hath theſe words: S. Tohn by the Angels of the Churches 
NE PR A EIGH EA F 2 meaneth 
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meaneth not all that: ſhould wear on their heads Myters,' and' hold 
croſjer ſtaves in their hands, like dead Idols, but theta that are the 
faithful meſſengers of Gods word, and utter and declare the ſame. A+ 
gain, they are called the Angels of the Churches,becauſe they be Gods 
meſſengers. 

Maſter Fox likewiſe in his Meditation npon the Revelation (pag . 7.94 
x7.) is of this opinion, and.hath gathered to our hands the opinions 
of all Interpreters he could meet,and.ſaith that they all conſent in this 
that under the perſon of an Angel,the Paſtors & Miniſters of the Chur- 
ches were underſtood.S. Auſtiz in his 132.Epiſtle, ſaith thus, Sic exim iz 
Apocalypfi legitur Angelus ,&c.uod ſi de Angelo ſuperiorum c&:lorum,& non 
de Prxpoſitis Eccleftarum velet.zxtelligi, on conſequenter diceret, Habeo 
adverſum te, &c. And ſo in his ſecond Homily upon the Revelation (if 
that book be his) ©uod autem dicit Angelo Thyatire Habeo adverſum te 
paucaz dicit Prepoſitis Ecclefiarum, &c, This alſo Gregory the Grear, 
lib. 34. Moral. in Iob. cap. 4. Sepe ſacram ſcripturam predicatores Eccleſie 
proeo quod patris gloriam annunciant, angelorum nomine ſolere deſignare:& 
hinc efle, quod Tohannes in Apocalypſi ſeptem. Eccleſiis ſcribens, angelis 
Ecclefiarum loquitur, ideſt, Prxdicatoribus populorum. Maſter Box 
citeth Primaſius, Haymo, Bede, Richard, Thomas, and others, to whom 
werefer you. - 

- If it be here demanded (as it is nuich by the Hierarchical fide) that 
if by Angel be meant the whole company of Presbyters, why Chrift 
didhor ſay, to the Angels in the plural number , but to the Angel in 
the ſingular ? 

We anſwer, that though this queſtion may ſavor of a litle.too much 


_ curioſity, yet wewill make bold to ſubjoyn three conjetural reaſons 


of this phraſe of ſpeech. 
Firſt, it isſo uſed in this place, becauſe it is the common language 
of other Scriptures in types and viſtons to ſet down a certain number 
for an uncertain,& the fingular number.for the plural. Thus the Ram, 
Dan. 8. 3.is interpred verl. 20. to be the Kings of Media, and Perſia. 
And the enemies of Gods Church are ſet out by four horns. And the 
deliverers by four Carpenters, Zach. 1. 18.20.And the wiſe and fooliſh 
Virgins are ſaid to be five wiſe and fivefooliſh. And\.many ſuch like. 
And therefore as we anſwer the Papiſts, when they demand why Chriſt 
if he meant figuratively when he ſaith, this is my body, did not {peak in 
plain language, thzs is the ſigu of. my body ? We ſay, that this phraſe of 
ſpeech is proper to all Sicraments : So we alſo anſwer here,this phraſe 
of ſpeech, Angel for Axgels, is common to all types and vilions, . 
Secondly Angel is put, though more be meant, that ſo it may hold 
proportion with the viſion which 7ohn ſaw, Chap. 1. 12. 20.He ſaw je- 
2en golden Candleſticks, and ſeven Stars. And therefore to hold propor- 
tion, the Epiſtles are direQed to ſeven Angels, and to ſeven Churches, 
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Aad this is Called a myſtery, Revel.z. 20. The Myſtery af the ſeven Stars, 
&c.: Now a myſtery is a ſecret which comprehends more then is ex- 
prefſed ; and therefore though but one Angel be expreſſed, yet the my= 
ftery implyes all the Angels of that Church; 

Thirdly, to ſignifie their unity in the Miniſterial fun&ion,and joynt 
commiſſion to attend upon the feeding and governing of one Church, 
with one common care, as it were with one hand and heart. And this 
1i more fitly declared by the name of one Angel, then of many. We of- 
ten finde the name of (one) Prophet or Prieſt to be put for the general 
body of the Miniſtery, or whole multitude of Prophets or Prieſts, in 
the Church of Iſrael or Iudah , when the Spirit of God intendeth to 
reprove, threaten , or admoniſh them. Thus it is Tere. 6, 13. 18. 19.1ſz. 
3+ 2, Hoſ. 9.8. Ezek. 7. 26. Hoſ. 4, 6. Mal. 2.7, Neither ſhould ic ſeem 
ſicange,that a multitude or company of Miniſters ſhould be underſtood 
under the name of one Angel, ſeeing a multitude of Heavenly Angels 
(imployed in one ſervice for the good of Gods Saints) is ſometimes 
in the Scripture ſhut up under one Angel in the fingular number, as 
may be gathered from Ger. 14.7. 2 Kings 19. 35. Pſal 34. 7. compa- 
red with Pſal. 91. 11. Gen. 32. 1.2. Kings 6. 16, 17, And allo a ns 
tude of Devils or evil Angels, jointly labouring in any one work, is 
ſet forth under the name of one evil or unclean ſpirit, 1 Kirgs 22. 21, 
22, Mark 1. 23,24. Mark 5.2. 9. Luke 4. 33. 34. Luk. 8.27. 30.1 Pet. 
5. 8. Heb. 2. 14. Epheſ. 6.11.12. 

Bur now let us ſuppoſe ( which-yet notwithſtanding we will not 
grant)that the wordAngel is taken. individually for one particular per- 
ſon, as Dofor Reynolds tcems to Interpret 3t, together with Maſter Be- 
za, yer neverthelcſT?, there will nothing foHow out of this acception,, 
that will any ways make for the upholding of a Dioceſan Biſhop,with 
ſole power of O:dination and Juriſdiction, as a diſtin& Supcrior to 
Presbyters. And this appears, 

Firſt, becauſe ic never was yet proved nor ever will(as we conceive ) 
that theſe Angels were Dioceſan: Biſhops, conſidering that Parithes 
were not divided into Diocefles in S. Fobns diys. And the ſeven Stars 
are (aid to be fixed in their ſeven Candleſticks or Churches, not one 
Star over divers Candlcticks, Neither can thoſe Churches be thought 
to be Dioceſan, whcn not onely Tizdal and the old tranſlation, calls 
them ſeven Congregations, but weread alſo As 20. that at Epheſus 
which was one of thoſe Candleſticks, there was but one flock. 

And ſecondly, we further fide that in Epheſus one of thoſe ſeven 
Churches, there were many Presbyters, which are all called Biſhops, 
As 20.28. and we findeno colour of any ſuperintendency or ſuperi- 
ority of one Biſhop over another. To them in general the Church is 
committed to be fed by them without any reſpe& had to Timothy, who 
togd at his Elbow,and had been with him in Macedonia, and was now 
Watingy . 
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"Waiting upon him to Jeruſalem. This is alſo confirmed by Epiphanins 
who writing of the Herefies of the Miletians,ſaith,that 1n ancient Umes 
this was peculiar to Alexandria, that it had but one Biſhop, whereas 
other Cities had two. And he being Biſhop of Cypres, might well be 
acquainted with the condition of the Churches of Aſa, which were ſo 
nigh unto him. : 

Thirdly, there is nothing ſaid in the ſeven Epiſtles that implyeth 
any ſuperiority or majority of rule or power that theſe Angels had 
over the other Angels that were joyned with them in their Churches. 
It is written indeed, in commendation of the Angel of the Church of 
Epheſus, that be could not beare them 1hat were evil, and that he had tryed 
them which ſay they were Apoſtles and are not, and had found them lyers. 
| And itis ſvoken in diſpraiſe of the Angel of Pergamns, that he ſuffered 

| them which held the DoGrize of Balaamy&c. But theſe things are common 
1a of duties requirable at the hands of all Miniſters, who have the charge of 
Ls | fouls. | 


RY, But ſuppoſe that there were ſome ſuperiority and prehemenency in- 
0B {inuated by this individual Ange], yet who knoweth not that there are 
Is | diverſe kinds of ſuperiority ? to wit, of Order, of Dignity, of Gifts 


and Parts, or in degree of Miniſtery, or in charge of power and juriſ- 
dition. Ar. d how will it be proved that this Angel if he had a ſupe- 
Tiority, had any more then a ſuperiority of Order, or of Gifts and 
Parts ? Where it is faid, that this Angel was a ſuperior degree or or- 
der of Miniſtery above Presbyters? In which Epiſtle is it ſaid that this 
Angel had {ole power of Ocdination and Juriſdidtion ? And therefore 
as our learned Proteſtants prove againſt the Papiſts, that where Chriſt 
dire&ed his ſpeech to Peter in particular and ſaid, I will give unto thee 
3he the Keys of the kingdom of Heaveyz&c. That this particularization of Pe 
"54 | ter did not import any fingular preheminence or majority of power to 

[+4 Peter more then to the other Apoſtles ; But that though the promiſe 
il rhe erany WAS Made to Peter, yet it was made to him in the name of all the reſt, 
i ok 7 and given toall as well as one. And that therefore it was ſpoken to 
"1k eteri A- one perſon, and not to all; that fo Chriſt might fore-ſignifie the uni- 
12S Holi quod ty of his Church, as * Cyprian, Auſtm, Hierome, Optatus, and others 
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li frat Pe- (49, So when Chriſt dire&s an Epiſtle ro one Angel, it doth not im- 
wy ths '* ply a ſuperior power over his fellow-Angels, but at moſt only a pre- 
diti & lidency tor crder ſake. And that which is written to him, is written 
oris (5 to thereſt as well as to him. And therefore written to one, not to ex- 
flatis, clndethercſt, but to denote the unity that ought to be between the 
4 157%; Miniſters of the ſame Church in their common care and diligence to 
"ll 3 rev 1 their flock . And this is all that Doftor Reyzs/ds ſaith, as you may read 
"'F irur, ut in his conference with Hart, cap. 4. diviſ.. 3. ad finem. For it is evident 
7 :lefia - that Door Reynolds was an utter enemy to the Tus Divinum of the E- 


-i _ piſcopal preheniinency over Presby ters, by his Letter to Sir Francis 


\$ 


Kyolls. And IJearnzd Maſter Beze alſo ſaith ſomething to the ſame- 
purpoſe in his Annotations upon Revel. 2, 1.dngelo. i. rporrir quem ni- 
mirum oporuit imprimis de bis rebus admoneri, ac per eum ceteros colleges 
totamgque adeo Ecclefiam. Sed binc ſtatui Epiſcopalis ille gradus poftea hus 
mauitus in Eccleſiam Dei inveus certe nec poteſt nec debet, imo ne perpe= 
rum quidem iftud mga aToYGg munus efie neceſſario oportuiſie;ſicut exorta inde 
Tyrannis Olig arcbica ( cujus apex eſt Antichriſtiana beſtia ) certifima 
cum totius un Eccleſie modo, fed etiam orbis pernicie, nunc tandem de= 
cl arat. | 

If therefore our Remonfirant can produce no better evidence for 
his Hierarchy then Tzmothy and Titus, and the Angels of the Afian Chur= 
ches , Let not this Remonſtrant and his party, cry out of wrong, if 
this claimed Hierarchy be for ever booted out of the church , ſeeing it is his 
owne Option. And yet we cannot conceale one refage more out of 
Scripture, to which the Hierarchy betake themſelves for ſhelter. And 
that is the twoPoſtlcripts in the end of Pals ſecond Epiſtle to Temotby, 
and of that to Titus ; where in the one, Timothy is ſaid to be the firſt 
Biſhop of Epheſus, and in the other, Titus is ſaid to be the firſt 
_ of the Church of the Cretians : to both which places wee an- 
wer. | 
- That theſe two Poftſcrips (and ſo all the reſt) are no part of Ca- 
nonical Scripture. And thezefore our former and ancienter Englifh 
tranſlations, though they have theſe Poſtſcripts, yet they are put 
in a ſmall character different from that of the Text. Although 
our Epiſcopal men of late in newer impreſſions have inlarged their ' 
Phylacteries, 1n putting thoſe Poſtſcripts in the ſame full cha» 
rater with that of the Text, that the fimple might belecve they 
are Canonical Scripture. The Papiſts themſelves C Baronins 
Serrarius, and the Rhemiſts ) confcfle that there is much falſity 
in them. The tuft Epiſtle to Timothy, is thns ſubſcribed : the firſt 
to Timothy was written from Laodicea, whoch is the chiefeft City of 
Phrygia Pacatiana. Here wee demand, whether Par] when hee: 
wric the firft Epiſtle to Timothy, was afſarcd he ſhould live to 
write a ſecond, which was written long after ? And if not ; 
How comes It to bee ſubſcribed, the firft to Timothy, which hath rc-- 
Jation to a ſecond ? Beſides, the Epiltle is ſaid to bee wric from 
Laodicea, whereas Beza in his Annotations proves apparently, that 
it was written from Macedonia; to which Opinion Baronius and 
Serrarius ſubſcribe. It is added, Thich is the chiefeſt City of Phry- 
gia Pacatiana. Butthis Epither is nowhere read in the Writers of 
thoſe ages, ſaith Beza, Sed apud recentiores llo:, qui Romani imperit 
jam inclinantis provincias deſcripſeruxt-' So that by this. place it is e-- 
vident, that the ſubſcription was added. a long while after the 
writing; 


yon 


writing of the Epiſtles by ſome men, for the moſt 'part ve! indofis, 
ſaith Beze, vel certe 10x [atis attentis, Either by a Learned, or negligent 
man. 

The ſecond Epiſtle is thus ſubſcribed ; The ſecond Epiſtle unto 
Timothy, ordained the firſt Biſhop of the Church of the Ephelians, was 
written from Rome, when Paul was brought before Nero the ſecond'time. 
Now theſe words Ordained the firſt Biſhop, 1s wanting, ſaith Beza, i: 
quibuſdam vetujtis codicibus, in veteri vulgata editione, & apnd Syrum 
znterpretem., It Saint Paul bad written this Poſticript, he would nor 
have ſaid, '{» Timothy the firſt Biſhop, ©c. whereas it was not yet 
certain whether ever there ſhould bee a ſecond. Neither wonld it bee 
ſaid when Paul was brought, &c, But when I was the ſecond time 
broughr before Nero. The Syriack Interpreter reads it, Here exds the 
fjecoad Epifile to Timothy written from Rome. 

The Epiſtle to T:tvs is thus ſubſcribed : Written to Titus, Ordained 
firjt Biſhop of the Church of the Cretians, from Nicopolis of Macedonia. 
Here it is ſaid that this Epiſtle was written from Nicopolis, whereas it 
isclcare that Pau! was not at Nicopolis when he wrote it. Tit. 3, 12+ 
Be diligent to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have determined there to win- 
ter. Heedoth not ſay, Here to winter, but There z Where note, for 


. theÞreſent he was not there. And beſides it is ſaid, that Titus was 


Ordained the firſt Biſhop, &c. And who was the ſccond ? or was there 
ever a ſecond ? And alſo He 7s ſaid to be Biſhip, not onely of a Dioceſs, 
but of all Creet. Was there ever ſuch a ſecond Biſhop ® Adde, laftly, 


* that itis ſaid, B//hop of the Church of the Cretiansz Whereas it wonld 


bee ſaid of the Churches of the Cretians, - For the Chriftian Churches 
of any Nation are called Churches by Luke and Pau!, not Church. 
Therefore Codex Claremontanus ſubſcribes z Here ends the Epiſtle to 
Titus, and no more. So the Syriack 3 Finitar Epifiola ad Titum gue 
fſeripta fuit 6 Nicepoli. The old Vulgar Edition hath nothing of the E- 
plicopacy of Titus. By all this it appears, that if the Biſhops had no 
more authority to urge us to ſubſcribe to their Ceremonies, then they 
have authority for their Epiſcopal Dignity by theſe Subicriptions, 
there would be no more ſubſcription t o Ceremonies in the Churches 
oft England. 

But ſome will ſay, that there is one obje&ion out of Scripture yet 
unan{wered, and that is from the inequality that was berweene the 
wwelve Apoſtles, and the ſeventy Diſciples. 

To which we anſwer ; 

Firſt, that it cannot be proved that the twelve Apoſtles had any ſu- 
periority over the ſeventy, either of Ordination, or Juriſdiion, or 
that there was any ſubordination of the ſeventy unto the twelve : but 
ſuppoſe it was, yet we anſwer 
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Secondly , that a ſuperiority and inferiority betweene Officers 
of different kindes, will not prove that there ſhould be a ſuperio- 
rity and inferiority between Officers of the ſame kinde. No man 
will deny but that in Chriſts time, there were Apoſtles, Evange- 
liſts, Prophets, Paſtors, and Teachers,and that the Apoſtles were 
ſuperior to Evangeliſts and Paſtors But it cannot be proved, that 
one Apoſtle had any ſuperiority over another Apoſtle, or one E- 
vangeliſt over an other. And why then ſhould one Presbyter be 0- 
ver another? Hence it followeth , that though we ſhould grant a 
ſuperiority between the twelve and che ſeventy, yet this will nor 
prove the queſtion in hand.. Becauſe the queſtion is concerning 
Officers of the ſame kind,and the inſtance is of Officers of differenc 
kinds, amongſt whom no manwill deny but there may be a ſupe- 
riority and inferiority , asthere is amongſt us between Presbyters 
and Deacons. « 

And now let your Henowrs judge ( conſidering the premiſſes) 
how far this Epiſcopal government is from any Divine right, or 
Apoſtolical Inſtitution : And how true that ſpeech of Hierome is, 
that a Biſhop as it is a ſuperiour Order to a Presbyter , is an H#- 
mane preſumption , not a Divine Ordinance. 

But though Scripture fails them, yet the indulgence and Muni- 
ficence of Religious Princes may ſupport them, and to this the Re- 
mou(trant makes his next recourſe,yetſoas he acknowledfgeth here, 
Tugagements to Princes onely for their acceſſory dignities , titles , and 
Maintenance; net at all for their tations and funftioxns, ( wherein yet 
the author plainly acknowledgeth a difference between our Bi/bsps 
and the Bi(bops of o/d by ſuch acceſſions. ) | 

For our parts, we are ſo farre from envyingthe gracious Mani- 
ficence of pious Princes , in collating honourable maintenance upon the 
Miniſters of Chriſt , that we beleeve , that even by Gods own Orai= 
nance, double Honour is due unto them. 

And that by kow much the Ainiſtery of the Goſpell is more ho- 
nurable then that of the Law, by ſo much the more ought all that 
embrace the Goſpel? , to be carefull to provide, that the Miniſters 

of the Geſpell might not onely live, but maintain Hoſpitalitie, ac- 

cording to the Rule of the Goſpel. And that worthy Gertleman 
ſpake as an Oracle,that ſaid,T hat ſranaalous IMaintenance rs a griat 
caneſ of a ſcandelous Miniltery. 

Yet weare not ignorant, that when the Miniſtery came to 


have Agres, domes, lecationes, vehiculagques , lutifunara, as © y 
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/oft. Hem. $6 in Matth. That then Religio peperit divitias , & filia 


devoravit /Matrem,Religion brought forth riches,and the Daugh- 
ter devoured the Mother ; and then there was a voice of Angels 
heard from Heaven; Hodie venenumin Eccl:fram Chriſt ceciat. This 
day is poiſon ſhed into the Church of Chriſt. 

And then it was that Terom complained,Chrifts Ecclefia poſtquans 
ad Chriſtianos principes vent , potentia quidem & arvitsts major , ſed 
virtutibus mincr fatta eſt. Then alſo was that Conjunction found 
true ; Thatwhen they had wooden C halices, they had golden Prieffs; 
but when their Chalices were golden , their Prieſts were wooden. 

And though we do not think , there is any ſuch ;«compeſſibil;- 
ty, but that /arge Kevenues may be happily managed with an humble 
{ociablneſſe, yet is very rareto finde Hiſtory tells us , that the ſu- 
perfluous revenues of the Bzſhops not onely made them neglect 
their Miziſtery, but further uſhered in their ſtatelPand pompous 
attendance; which did fo elevate their ſpirits, that they inſulted 0- 
ver their brethren , both Clergy and People, and gave occaſion to 
others to hate and abhorre the Chriſttan Faith , Which Exſcbire 
ſees forth fully in the pride of Paulus Sameſatenus, vvho notwith- 
ſtanding the meanneſle and obſcurity of his birth, afrervvards grew 
ro that height of inſolency and pride in all his carriage, eſpecially in 
that numerous traine that attended him inthe ftreets , and in his 
ſtately throne raiſed after the manner of Kings and Princes, that 
Figes noftra invidie, & odio, propter faſtam &- ſuperbiam cordis illizs, 
fatta farrit obnoxia;The Chriſtian Faith vvas expoſed to envy and 
hatred through his pride. | | 

And as their ambition ( fed vvith the largeneſfe of their reve- 
nues) diſcovered it ſelf in great attendanee , ſtately dvvellings, 
and all Lordly pomp, ſo Hierom complaines of their pride in their 
ſtately ſeates, qui velmt in aliqua ſublim ſpecnla conflituti, vix dig- 
nantar videre mortales & alloqui conſerves ſnas: who fitting aloft as 
it were in a vvatch-tovver, vviil ſcarce deigneto looke upon poore 
mortal!s, or ſpeake ro their fellovy-ſervants. 

Here vve might be large in multipying ſeveral teſtimonies a- 
Sainſt the pride of Eccleſiaſtzcall perſons, that the Jargeneſle of 
their revenues rayſed them to: but we will conclude with that 
grave complaint of Szlpitizs Severus. 

Ile qui ente pedibus ant aſelloire conſurverat,ſpumante equ» ſuperbus 
invehitur ; parua prigs ac vis cillula contentus habitare, erigit cel/4 
F. aqnearia, conſtruit multa conclavis, {culpit prfees, pingit a1 marie, 
T ef (733, , 
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| wetem reſpuit groſſiorem , indumentum molle defiderat, &c. Which 
becauſe the practice of our times hath already turned into Engliſh, 


we ſpare the labour to tranſlate, 


Onely ſuffer us (being now to Sive a YValeto our Remonſtrants 


arguments) to recolle&t ſome few things. 


Firſt, whereas this Remonſtrant ſaith; 1f we do wot ſtew out of the true 
& genuine writings of thiſe boly men, that lived in the Apoſt les dayes a 
clear & received diſtinition of Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons,as three 


diſtin ſubordinate calling s,with an evident ſpecification of the duty be- 


longing toeach of them: Let this claimed Hierarchy be for ever rooted 


ont of the Charch: We beſeech you,let it be remembred how we have 
proved our of the gennine and wwdeniable writings of the Apoſtles 
themſelaes , that thele are not three diſtin cailings : Biſhops are 
Presbyters, being with them all one, Name and Office , and that the 
diltin&ion of Biſhops and Prest-yters was not of D:v4xe Inſtituti- 
on, bur Humane: andthat theſe Biſhyps, in their firſt Inftitution 
did not d:ffer ſo much from Þresbyters , as our preſent Biſhops 
differ from them. | 

Secondly, Whereas this Remonſtant faith, If owr Biſhops challenge 
any ether power then was by eApoſtolike authority delegated to, andre 
quired of Timothy and 7 611, andthe Angels of the Afian Ch:rehes:Lct 
them be diſclaimed as uſurpers. -Wee delire it may be remem- 
bred, how we have proved firſt; that Tim thy and Tirxs and the 
Angels who are Dioceſan Biſhops; and ſecondly , that our Fi- 
ſhops challenge ( if not in their Polemickes , yet in their Prac- 
ticks ) a power that Timahy and Titus , and thoſe Angels never 
did. 

Thirdly , Whereas this Remonſtrant faith, 1f there can be better 
e vidence under Heaven for any matter of fatt, lit Egiſcepacy be for ever 
abandoned ont of Gods Church: We beleech you remember how 
weake we have diſcovered his Evidence to be; and then the /zfe- 
rence upon all theſe we humbly leave to your Honcrrs Wiſdom and 
Isftice. | 
SECT. XIV. 


Aving thus confidered the validity of thoſe arguments, 
whereby this Remonſtrant would ſuffulr Eriſcipaty , we des 
ſcend now to inquire,what ſatisfaRion he gives to thole objeQi- 
ons, which himſelf frames as the main, if not the tote arguments, 
that Epiſcopacy is aſſanicable by, and my are twy* 
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Firſt, that pleading the Divine right of Epiſcopacy ts t0 the preju- 
di e of Sovereignty. Secondly , that it caſts a dangerous iwputation 
9/508 all thoſe Reformed Churches that want this Government. 

' To the firſt, the prejudice of Sovereignty ; he anſwers there is a 
compatibleneſs in this caſe of Geds Att, and the Kings - it is God 
thar makes the Biſhop, the King that gives the Biſhoprick. 

But we have proved already,that God never made a Biſhop,as he 
Nands in his Superiorityover al otherPresbyters,he never had Gods 


Fiat - andif they diſclaim the influence of ſovereignty unto their 


creation to a Priority , and aſſert chat the King doth not make 
them B:i/heps , they muſt have no being at all. Sure we are, the 
Laws of the Land proclaim, that not only Biſhepricks , bat Bi- 
f9:ps andall the | nriſdiftion they have, is from the King : whereas 
the Remonſtrant acknowledgeth no more , but the bare * place 
and excerciſe to be from Regal donation, which cannot be affirm- 
ed without appareut prejudice of that Sovereigntie which the 
Lawes ofthe Land have inveſted our Princes with. 

And for his unworthy compariſon of Xixg: in order to Biſhops, 
and Patroxs in order to their { lerkes, when he ſhall prove that the 
Patron gives miniſterial power to his Clerke, as the King according 
to our Laws gives Epi/copall power to the Biſhop, it may be of ſome 
conducement to his cauſe; but till then ,we leave the unfitneſſe of 
this compariſon, and the unthankfulneſle of thoſe men to the in- 
dulgence of their Sovereigne, to their deſerved recompence. 

His learned anſwer to ſuch men as borrowing Saint crews phraſe, 
ſpeake Saint Parnls truth, is in ſumme this : 

T hat he kn owes net how to preſcribe to mens thoughts , but for all by 
Rhetoricke, they will think what they lift ; but if they will grant him the 
greſtion, they ſhall ſoon be at an endof the quarrel]: which one anſwer 
if ſatisfaFory , would ſilence all controverſies to as good purpoſe 
as hedid Bellarmine, who ſaid ,. Bellarmine faith it is thus, and 1 
ſay itisr.0t, and where is Bellarmine now? 

rothe ſecond objeRion , that Epiſcopacie this aſſerted caſts ar 
19p1itatzon upon all the reformed Churches, that want that Government, 
he faith, that the 645:Aion 14 intended to raiſe envie ag ainſt them, who 
{1fthey may be beleeved) love and honour theſe fiſter- (hnrehes, and 
& 7. fe Ged for them. | 

But do they out plock all this envieupon themſelves, whoin 
their Corfercxces Writings Pulpits, Oniverſities, Diſputes, Hirh Cirn- 


miſſin. Declamations, have diclaimed them as no Chat cher, that na: 


as,” 
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diſclaimed the Prelates and have honoured the moſt gloriow Lighes 
of thoſe Reformed Churches, Calvin, Beza, and others with no bet- 
ter titles then of Raſcals, Blaſphemers ? oc. | 

But the pith of his anſwer after a few good words is this, that no 
iuch conſequent can be drawn from their opinion; for their Tx di- 
vinum pleads only for a 1»ſtifrableneſſe of this holy calling|: not for 
an abſolute neceſſity of it, Warranting it where 5t #5, and requiring it 
where it may be had; but not fixing upon the Charch that wants it, the 
defett of any thing of the Eſſence of a Church , but only of the glory and 
perfeition of it ; neither is it their ſin, but their miſery. 

And is it ſo, doth not this ws divinum argue a XNeceſſitie,but on- 

ly a 1»ft 5fiableneſfſe of this calling? nor is the want of it a want of a- 
ny thing of Eſlence, but onely of perfe&tion? we had thought, that 


page the 2oth, where this Remorſtraxt ſtrives to fetch the pedegree 


of Epiſcopacie from no leſſe than Apoſtolicall, and in that right Dj- 
vine inflitation he had reckoned it among thoſe things, which the 
Apoſtles ordained for the ſucceeding adminiſtration of the 
Church i» eſſentiall matters: but here it ſeemes he is willing to re- 
tract what there fell from him: there it was to his advantage to 
ſay , this Government was a thing eſlentiall to the Church , and 
here it is no lefle advantage to fay, it is not eſſential, 

Butif it be not Eſſentiall , then what is the reaſonthat when a 
Prieft who hath received Orders at Rome, turnes to us, they urge 
not him to receive ordination among us again: but when ſome of 
our brethren , who flying in Queene aries dayes, had received 
Impofition of hands inthe Reformed Churches beyond the Seas,re- 
turned again in the dayes of Queene Elizabeth, they were urged 
v0 receive Impoſition ofhands againe from our Biſhops, and ſome 
did receiveit. If thoſe Churches that want Biſhops,want nothing 
eſſentiallto a Church; then what Eſſentia# want was there in the 
Ordination of thoſe 4;ifers that received Impoſition of hands. 
in thoſe Churches, that might deſerve a Re-o7dination, more than 
if they had firſt received their Ordination at Rome ? 

And what is the reaſon that Biſhop 1Zenntagne io confident!y 
affirmes, that Ordination by Epiſcopall hands is fo neceſſary, as 
that the Church is no true Church withour it, and the Miniltery 
no true Miniſtery,and ordinarily no ſalvation to be obtained with- 
out it> And if this Remnſtrantſhould leave Biſhop A7cantague tro 
anſwer for himſelf, yet notwithſtanding he ſtands bound ro give 
us ſatisfaRion to theie two queſtions , which ariſe from his own 
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Firft , whether that Office, which by divixe right hath the /ole 


power of Ordaining, and Ruling all other Officers in the Church, (as 


he ſaith Epiſcopacie hath) belong not to the being, bur onely to 
the glory and perfeQtion of a Church? Secondly, there being (in 
this mans thoughts) the ſame 1s arvinum for Biſhops, that there 
is for Paſtors and Elders, whether if thoſe Reformed Churches want- - 


| ed Paſtors and Elders too, they ſhould want nothing of the Efence 


ofa ©. hurch, but of the perfe&ion ard glory of it ? 

But this Remonſtrant leemes to know ſo much of the minde of 
thoſe Churches , that if they might have their option, they would moſt 
gladly embrace Epiſcopall Government , as little differing from their 
own Moderatorſhip, ſave onely in the perpetuitie of it and rhe new Inven- 
tion (as he odioully calls it) of lay- Elders, But no queſtion thoſe 
learned Worthies that were intruſted by the Churches to compile their 
(onfeſſions , did compriſe their Indge ments better than the Compeſer of 
this Remonſtrance. And to his preſumtion , we oppoſe their Con- 
feſfion. We will begin with the French Church , who in their 
Confeſſion ſpeake thus : 


'Credimms veram Ecclefpar| We believe that the true 
gnbernars debere ea politia, | Church ought to be govern- 
quam Dominus noſter Feſus|ed by that policy which 
Chriſtus ſancivit, ita videli- | Chriſt Jeſus our Lord eſta- 
cet,ut fintin ea Paſtores,Preſ- | bliſhed , vis. that there be 
byters, ſive Seniores, & Dia- | Paſtors, Presbyters, or El- 
cont, ut dotrine puritas reti- | ders, and Deacons. Anda- 
neatur, Fc. Art.29. Credi-; gain, We believe that all 
mus omnes Paftores ubicunque true Paſtors whereever they 
collocari ſunt,cadem & aquali| be, are endued with equal 
poteſtate inter ſe eſſe praditos | andthe ſame powers, under 
ſub uno illo capite ſummoque| one chief Head and Biſhop 
& ſolo univerſali Epiſcopo| Chriſt Jeſus. Conſonant to 
Feſu Chriſto. Art.zo.Gallice |rhis the Dutch Churches : 
Confeſſionss.Credimus veram | We believe (ſay they) the 
hanc Eccl:fram atbere regi,ac | true Church ought to be ru- 
gubernari, ſpiritualiilia po-j led with thar ſpiritual policy 
Litia, quam nos Dems ipſe il which God hath caught u 

in 
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wverbo ſro edocuit ;, ita ut ſint\ in his Word, to wir, tht 
in ea Paſtores ac Miniftri,qui| there be in it Paſtors £9 
pure & concioventur, & S$a-| preach the Word purely» 
cramenta adminiftrent ; fint| Elders and Deacons to con- 
quoque Seniores & Diaconi, | ſtitute che Eccleſiaſtical Se- 
qui Eccleſis Senatum conſti- | nate, that by theſe means 
zuant,nt his veluti mediis ve- | Religion may be preſerved, 
74 Religioconſervari, Homi= | and manners corrected. And 
neſque vitiis aediti ſpirituali-| fo again, We believe where- 
ter corrips & emenaari poſ-| ever the Miniſters of God 
fint. Tunc enim rite & ordi-|are placed, they All have the 
nate omnia finnt in Eccleſia, ſame equal Power and Au- 
cum virt fideles , & piiad e-| thority, as being All equally 
Jus gubernationem deliguntar | the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
Juxta Divi Pauli preſcrip- 
tum, 1Tim.z.Confeſ. Belgic. Art.z0, Ceterum ubicuuque 
locorum ſunt verbi Dei Miniſtri, eandtm atque aqualenm 
Omnes habent tum Poreſtatem t#1 Authorirarem, ut qut 
ſunt £que Omnes Chriſti unici illins univerſalis Epiſcopi 
& capit & Eccleſie Miniſtri. ; 

Inwhich Harmony of theſe Confeſlions, ſee how both Chur- 
ches agree in theſe five points: _ 

Firft, That there is in the Word of God , an exad& form of 


Government ſet down; Dems ix verbo ſmo edocuit. 
| Secondly, That this form of Government Chriſt eſtabliſhed 
4n his Church; 7e/ws (hriftzs in Ecclefa ſancivit. 

Thirdly, That this form of Government is by Paſtors, Elders, 
and Deacons. 

Fourthly, That the true Church of Chriſt ought to be thus go- 
verned; Veram Eccleſiam debere regs. 

Fifthly , That all erue Miniſters of the Goſpel are of equal 
power and authority. 

For the reaſon he afligns, why thoſe Churches ſhould make this 
Option, we cannot enough admire that ſuch a paſſage ſhould fall 
from his. pen, as to ſay, There is /irrle difference ketween their nga” 
ciz, aud our Epiſcepacy , ſave oucly in perpetuity and lay- Elders ; for 
who knows not that. between theſe two there is a vaſt a difference 
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| (54) | 
as betweenthe Duke of Venice and an abſolute Monarch. For, r, 

the Moderator in Geneva is not of a ſuperiour order to his Bre- 
threa; nor'2, hath an Ordination differing from them; nor 3, aſ- 
ſumes power of ſole Ordination or Juriſdiction ; nor hath he 4, 
maintenance for that Office above his Brethren ; nor 5, a Nega- 
tive voice in what is agreed by the reſt ; nor 6, any further power 
chen any of his Brethren. So that the difference between our Bi- 
thops and their Moderators is more then Lrrtle : Bur if it beſo 
little as this Remoxſtrant here pretends ; then the eMlteration and 
eAbrogation of Epiſcopacy will be with the leſle difficu/ty, andocca- 
fron the leſs diſturbance. 


SECT. XV. 


Bur there is another thing , wherein our Epiſcopacy differs from 
the Geneva HModeraterſhip , beſides the perpetuity ; and that is 
* the excluſum of the Lay-Presbytery , which (if we may believe this 
Remonſtrant ) never till this age had footing in the Chriſtian Church. 
In which aſſertion, this Rexwonſtrant concludes ſo fully, with Bi- 
ſhop Halls Irrefragable Propofitiens, and his other Book of Epiſco- 
pacie by Divine right, as if he had conſpired to ſwear to what the 
Biſhop had ſaid. 

- x Tim. 5.17, , Now, though wewill not enter the Liſts wich a man of that 
x Cor. 12. 28. learning and fame,that Biſhop Hall is,yet we dare tell this Rewon- 
Rom,12, 8, ſtrant, thatthis his afſertion hath no more truth init , then the reſt 
* Unde&+ Sy- that we have already nated. We will (toavoid prolixity) not urge 
n2,0g2 & Po- thoſe * three known Texts of Scripture,produced by ſome for the 
——_ =_— eſtabliſhing of Governing Elders in the Church, »or yet vindica- 

quorum ſine * redoythe Adverſaries, . 
Conſolio nibil Nor will we urge that famous Text of * Ambreſein 1 Tims. 
agebaturin £e- But if there were no Lay-E/ders in the Church till this preſent 
c::4.240/qu% ape, we would be glad to learn , who they were of whom Origes 
"+ 4. og ſpeaks, when he tells us , it was the Cuftome of Chriſtian Teach- 
»f ſorteo- 15, firſt to examine ſuch asdefired to heare them, of whom there 
forum dehdig, Were two orders; the firſt were (atecbamens, or beginners; the other 
aut margin ſuper- WAS of ſuch as were more perfet:among whom «gt Tivss TgT4 © 
tia, dum foll ukyor wgog 73 $1noweIer Trs Blues 1%) rus dywyns Toy wpodbyruy, KC- 
mes o aliqud Nounulli prepoſiti ſunt qui in vitam & mares corum qus admittuntur 
bo rol Lib.z, fuquirant,nt qui turpia committant tos communi Cetx interdicant qui 
contra Celſum, ero ab iſtis abhorrent , ex animacomplexi , meliores quatiaie —_— : 
ere 
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There are ſome ordained to inquire into the life and manners 
of ſuch as are admitted into the Church , that they may baniſh 
ſuch from the publique Aſſembly,thar perpetrate ſcandalous Ads; 
which placetells us plainly : 

Firſt, that there were ſome in the higher forme of hearers (not 
Teachers) who were Cenſores morun over the reſt. Secondly, that 
they were deſigned or conſtituced co this work, 75/eypirce. Third- 
ly, that they had ſuch Authority intruſted into their hands,as that 
they might interdi& ſuch as were ſcandalous from the publique 
Aſſemblies. We would gladly know, whether theſe were not, as 
it were , Lay-Eclders ? 

That there were ſuch in the Church (diſtingaiſhed from others 
that were called toteach ) appeares. Auguſtine writing to his 
Charge,direQs his Epiſtle, Diletſimis fr atribus, C lero,Sentoribus, 
& unwverſe Plebi Eccleſie Hipponenſ;s: where firſt there is the ge- 
neral compellation, Fratribxs, Brethren ; Then there is a diſtributi- 
on of thele Brethren into the Clergie,the Elders, and thewhole Peo- 

ple; ſo that there were in that Church Elders diſtinguiſhed both 
from the Clergie, and the reſt of the People. 

So again, Contra Creſconium Grammaticum: Onnes ves Epiſcopi, 
Presbyteri, Diaconi, and Seniores ſcitis; All you Biſhops, Elders, Dea- 
cens, and Elders do know. What were thoſe two ſorts of Elders 
there mentioned in one comma , aud tbidemcap: 56+ Peregrinus 
Presbyter & Seniores Eccleſie Muſticane Regionts tale deſiderinm 
proſequunter; where again we read of Elder and Elders, Prebyeer, 
and Seniors in one Church. 

Both thoſe paſſages are upon record inthe publick a&s, which 
are more fully ſet down by Baronius, e Anno 303, Num 15,16,17- 
As alſo by Albaſpinems, in his Edition of Optatws: in which Acts 
the Seniors are often mentioned. In that famous relation of the 
purging of Ceciliayzs and Felix, thereis a copie of a Leiter; Fra- 
tribus & filizs : Clero & Senteribus , Fratribus in Domino «ternam 
{alutem: Another Letter is mentioned a little before, Clericis & Se- 
nioribus Cirthenſium in Domino eternam Salutem.Theſe Seniors were 
intereſſed in affaires concerning the Church as being the men, 
by whoſe advice they were managed. 

The Letter of Purpurius to Silvanus faith, Aahbivete conclericos, 
ſeniores plebis, Ecclefpaſticos Viros, & tnquirant que ut iſte Diſſenſr- 
ones: #t ea qu2 ſunt ſecundum fid:s Pre cepta fiant , \ here we {ce the 
joynt power of theſe Seniors, with the ©lergie 1n orde:t ing ae” 
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Naſtical affairs; that by their wiſdom and care peace might be ſet- 
Jed in the Church; for which cauſe, theſe Sexjczs are called Eccle- 
ſiaftical men; and yet they are diſtinguiſhed from Clergie men. 
' They are mentioned again afterwards by aximm, ſaying, 
Loquur nomine S EN TO RU IM Popmris Chriſtiani. Greg. Mag. di- 
ſtinguiſheth them alſo from the Clergie : Tabellarium cnm conſen- 
ſu SENT1ORU M & Cleri memineris Ordinandam. | 
Aur. rm. Theſe Seniors had power to reprove offenders, otherwiſe why 
19. de Verb. ſhould eſugsſtine ſay, Cum ob errorem aliquem a Senioribus argu- 
'"; WA unthr, & imputatar alicui cur ebrizs furrit, cur res alienas pervaſe- 
: rit , Cc. when they were by the Elders reproved for their cr- 
re2rs, and drunkenneſs is laid toa mans charge , &c. So thatic 
was proper to the Seniors to have the cognizance of Delinqents, 
and to reprove them. Tt 
"Anguſt. in The ſame Angnſtine in Pſal.36. Neceſſe nos fuerat Primiani Can- 
Pſal.38. ſam, quem, Cc. Seniorum liters ejuſdem Ecclefie poftulantibus anai- 
Conce2. re. Being requeſted by Letters from the Seniors of that Charch, 
it was need{ul for me to hear the cauſe of Primiay, &c. 

\So again, Optatus,who mentioning a perſecution that did for a 
while ſcatter the Church, ſaith , Erant Ecclejie ex auro & argents 
quam plurima Ornamenta, que nee defodere terre , nec ſecum portare 
poterat, quare fidelibus Senioribus commenaavit eAlbaſpinens, that 
learned Antiquary, on that place acknowledges , thac Beſiaes the 
Clergie there were certain of the Elders of the people, men of approved 
life, that did tend the affairs of the C hurth, of Whons this place us to be 
#derftood. 

By all theſe teſtimonies it is apparent ; firſt, that in the ancient 
Church there were ſome called Seniors. Secondly, that theſe Se- 
»iors were not Clergie men. Thirdly , that they had a ſtroke in 
governing the Church,and managing the affairs thereof Fourthly, 

that Sexiors were diſtinguiſhed from the reft of the people. 
Pag. 32. Neither would we defire to chuſe any other fadges in this while 
: controverfie ; then whom himſelf conſtituted ; Forreign Divines, 
taking the general Suffrage and pracice of the Churches, and not 

of particular men. 

As for the learned Spanhemine whom he produceth, though we 
give him the deſerved honour of a worthy man : yet we think ir 
t00 much to ſpeak of him,as if the judgment of the whole Church :f 
Geneva Were incorporated into him, as this Remonſtrant doth. 
And for Spankeming himlelfe, we may truly ſay, inthe place cired, 


ie 
e 
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he dilivered « complement, rather then his judgement, which in De- 
dicatorie Epiſtles is not unuſuall. We know that reverend Calvins 
and learned Beza have ſaid as much upon occaſion in their Epi- 
ſkles, and yet the Chriſtian world knowes their Jadgement was to 
the contrary 

Little reaſon therefore hath this Remonftrant, to declaime a- Par.33 
gainſt all ſuch as ſpeake againſt this Government as unlawfull, hs 
with the termes of Ignorance and ſpitefall Se&aries, becauſe they call Pap. 33: 
the Government unlawfull: had they proceeded ſurther to call it ; 
Antichriftian , ( which he charges upon them ) they had ſaid no 

hs _ what our cares have heard ſome of their principal A 
EN ,t 'e1* Legatt a Latere ſpeake publikely in their vs/tations: | 

Tkat however th: { hurchef I nglaud A gs wo ana Orthede in ber ENT 

Dcitrine as any Cherch in the World yet in our Diſcipline and Govern- 

ment we are the ſame with the Church of Reme , which amounts to 

as much as to ſay the Government x Antichriſtian , unleſs they will 


= , the Government of Rome is not ſo , nor the Pope Anti- 


SECT. XVI. 


Now our Remmſtrant begins to leave his diſpute for the Office, 
and flowes into the large praiſes of the Perſos , and what is 
wanting in his Argaments for the Place, thinks to make up in his | 
Emcomiaſticks of the Perſons, that have poſlſeſt that place in the 
Church of Goa: and tells us, that the Religions Biſhops of all times 
are and have been they that kave ſtrongly npheld the trath of God a- 
gainſt Satan and his Antichriſt. It is well he ſets this crown only 
upon the heads of Religions Biſhops, as knowing that there are | | 
and have been ſome [rreligions ones, that have as ſtrongly nphild 1 
Satan and his Antichriſt againſt the truth of God. Burt the Religiors AF 
Biſhops are they that have all times upheld the truth. What ? they ? : 
and anely they ? did never any uphold the truth, but a Religzors : 
Biſhop ? did never any Religious Miniſter or Prefeſſonr preach, or 
write, or die, to uphold the truth, but a Xeligious Brſhop? if fo, 
then there is ſome petſwaſive ſtrength in that he faith; and a 
credulous man might be induced to think, 1f Biſhops go down, trath 
will go dowa t03:But if we can produce for one Biſhop many eters that 
have been valiant for the cruth, this Rhethoricall infinuation will 
contribute no oreat help to their eſtabliſhment. Nor indeed any at 
H 2 all ; unleflz 
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Pag. 25. unleſſe he were able to make this good of our times,as well as of all 
* We m7 1%- gthers, which he aſſaies; for ſaith he, Even amongst our ewn how ma- 
ona ra ny of the reverend & learned Fathers of the (hurch now living, have 
©3545 Fr7s Bf ſpent their ſpirits, &* worne out thiir lives tn the powerfull oppoſotion of 
more.Remem- that man of ſin ? how many? I Sir , we would fain know how 
bring what many: that there are ſore that have ſtood up to beare witneſle a- 
Marlizu was sainſt that Man of fin,we acknowledge with all due relpec,to the 
is bog den Learning and worth of their Perſons. But that their Epiſcopall 
pitive , Nequz- dignity hath added either any flame to their wal, or any Nerves to 
quam ſihji iv their ability, we cannot believe, nor can we think they would have 
Epiſcopatu eam doneleſſe in that cauſe, though they had beene no Biſhops. 
virtutum Gra- But what if this be true of ſome Biſhops in the Kingdome, is it 
nag upyeriſe ' true of all? are there not ſome that have ſpent their ſpirits in the 
babuiſe memi- oppoſition of Chriſt , as gthers have in the oppoiition of Antichriſt? 
niſet. Sulpitizs and are there none bu Zeelows, Religions Prelatesinthe Kingdom? 
Severu Dial.2« are there none upon whom the guilt of that may meritoriouſly be cbarged, 
Pag- 35» which others have convincingly and meriterieuſly oppoſed * And are 
there not ſome Biſhops in the Kingdome, that are ſo far from op- 
poling the Ian of fin, that even this Remonſtrant is in danger of 
ſuffering under the name of P#ritas for daring to call him by that 
name? we doubt not but this Remonyſtrant knowes there are. 

But if he will againſt the light of his own Conſcience , beare up 4 
known errour ont of private reſpeFs, (we will not ſay theſe papers ) but 
his own Conſcience , ſhall one day be an evidence againſt him before the 
dreadfull Tribunall of the Almighty. 

But there is yet a ſecond thing that ſhould endeare Epiſcopacie, 

' and that t5 the careful , peaceable , painſull , conſcionable mannaging of 
their Charges; tothe great glory of God, and the comfort of hi faithful 
people. Which( in not ſeeming to urge) he urgeth to the full and 
beyond. This care, conſcience, paines of our Biſhops, is exerciſed 
and evidenced,eitherintheir Preaching,orin their Ruling;for their 
Preaching, it is true , ſome few there are that Laboar in the Word 
and Dittrine; whoſe perſons in that reſpe& we Honenr: but the 
moſt are ſo far from Preaching , that they rather diſcountenance, 
diſcourage, oppoſe, blaſpheme Preaching. 

It wasa Now-preaching Biſhop,that ſaid of a Preaching Biſhop, H: 
was a Preaching (oxcomb. As tor the diſcharge of their office of 
ruling, their entruſting their (haxceZors, and other Officers with 
their viſications, and Courts (as ordinarily they do, whilesthem- 
{elves attend the Court ) doth abundantly witneſle their care i» ir, 
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The many and loud cries of the intolerable oppreſions and tyray- 
nics of their Court-proccedings; witneſle their peaceableneſſe , theit 
unjuſt fees,exaRtions,commutations; witneſle their conſcionableneſſe 
in managing their Charges, to the great glory of Grd , and the comfort 
of his faithfull people. ; 

And hence it is that ſo many at this day hear ill; ( how deſer- 
vedly, ſaith this Remonſtrant, God knows;) and do not your Ho- 
nours know , and doth not this Remonſtraue know? and doth not 
all the Nation (that will know any thing) know how deſervedly 
Some, nay, 41ſt, nay, All the Biſhips of this Nation hear ill, were it 
but onely for the late Canons and Oath? But why ſhowld the fanlts 
of ſome, diff uſe the blame to all? Why? by your owne argument, that 
would extend the deſerts of ſame ,to the patronage of All; and if it be 
a fault 1x the impetnons and undiſting niſhing Vul 1ar, ſo to involve all, 
as tomake Innocency it ſelf a fin ; what is it ina Man able to diftin- 
$6iſ, by the ſame implication, to ſhrowd ſiune under [nnoenciethe 
in of many under the Inxocency of a few? 

But have our Biſhops i»dced beene ſo carcfull, painfull , conſcion- 
able, in managing their Charges? how isit then that there are ſuch 
manifold ſcandals of the iuferiour Clergy preſented to your Hoxenrs 
view , Which he cannot mention without a bleeding heart; and yer 
could finde in his heart ( ifhe knew how ) to excuſe them ? and 
though he confeſſe them to be the ſhame and miſcry of owr Church, 
yet is he not aſhamed to plead their cauſe ar your Honours 
BARR E , Onnphric-like , that was the Adverate of every bad 
cauſe;and to excite you by Conftantines example ( in a different 
Cauſe alleadged ) if not to ſuffer thoſe Crimes , which himſelfe 
calls hateful), to paſſe unpnniſhed, yer not to bring them to thar 
open and publique puniſhment they have deſerved. 

But what, if pious Conftantine{in his tender care to prevent the 
Diviſions that the emulationof the Biſhops 6 thar age, enraged 
with a ſpirit ofenvie and faction, were kindling in the Church, lei! 
by that meanes the Chriſtian Faith ſhould be derided among the 
Heathens ) did {uppreſſetheir mutuall accuſations,many of which 
might be but upon ſtrmiſes; and that not in a Cort of 7aſtice, bu: 
in an Feclefiaſticall Synode; fall this be urged before the highett 
Court of Juſtice upon earth, tothe patronizing of Netoriou ſoamal's, 
and hateful cnormities that are already proved by evidence of ciewe 
witneſle ? 

But % forbid it to tell 31in Gath, &7. What, the fin * alas, that is 
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done already ; Do we not know, the drukenneſſe , profaneneſle | 
ſaperſtition, Popiſhneſle of the Engliſh Clergie rings at Rome al- 
ready? yes undoubtedly; and there is no way to vindicate the Ho- 
nour of our Naticn, Mxiſtery, Parliaments, Sovereigne, Religion, 
Ged;bur by cauſing the puniſhmentto ring as farre as the ſin hath 
done; that our adverſaries that have triumphed in their fin, may 
be confounded at their puniſhments. Do not your Hexours know, 
that the plaiſtrinp or palliating of theſe rotten mem bers, will be a 
creater diſhonour to the Nation and Church , then their cutting 
off; aud that the perſonall acts of theſe ſoxnes rf Belial, being con- 
nived at, become Nationa!l ins? 

But for this one fact of (vnftantine, we humbly crave your Ho- 
2175 leave to preſent to your wiſdome three. Fexts of Scripture, 
Exh, 14-12-13. Becanſe they miniſtred unto them befure their : dol;, - 
and cauſed the houſe of Iſrael to fall into iniquity , therefore have T lift 
up my 11474 unto them, ſaith the Lord,ana they ſhall beare their iniquity. 
Lind icy ſhall not come neere nntome , todo the Office of a Prieſt unto 
me, nor to come neere unto any of mine holy things in the moſt boly place, 
CC | 

The ſecond is ferem. 48.10. Carſed be he that dith the work, of the 
Lord negligently: and the third is, [»dges 6.31. He that will plead for 
Baal, lit hins be put to death while it ts yet morning. We have no more 
to ſay in this; whether it be beſt to walk after the Preſident of Man, 
or the Preſcript of God, your Hunwers can eaſily judge. 

SECT. XVII. 
Ut ay, faith this Remnſtrant ; and indeed he might well bave 
ſtayed and ſpared the labour of his enſuing diicourſe, about che 
' Church of England, the Prelaticall and the Antiprelaticall Church: 
but theſe Epiſcopall Men deale as the Papſ#s that dazle the eyes, 
and aſtoniſh the ſenſes of poor people, with the glorious name of 
the Charch,the Church, The holy Mother the Church.T his is the Gor - 
cons bead,as Doctor*phite ſaith, that hath inchanted chem, & held 
them in bondage to thetr Errors: All their ſpeech is of theCharch, 
the Charch; no mention of the Scriptures, of Ged the Father; but all 
ofthe ZZether the C hurch. Much like as they write of certain /£- 
thiopians, thatby reaſon they uſe no marriage , but promiſcuouſly 
company together , the children only follow the /Zorher; the Fa 
er and his name is in no requeſt, but the mother hath all the re 
putaiion 
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putation. So is it with the Author of this Rewonſtrance , he ſtiles 
bimſelf, a Datifull ſon of the Charch. And it hath beene a Cu- 
ſtome of late times tocry upthe holy Afother the Church of Eng- 
land, to call for abſolute obedience to holy (Þurch; full conformity 
co the orders of holy Church ; NegleRing in the meane time God 
the Father, andthe holy Scriptare. 

But if we ſhould now demand of them, what they meane by the 
Church of England*this Aathor ſeemes to be thunder-ſtricken at this 
Queſtion; and calls the very 2ne:ſtion , 4 new Divinity; where he 
deales like ſuch as holding great revenues by unjuſt Titles, will 
not ſuffer their Titles to be called in Queſtion. 

For it is apparent, Ac fi /el aribus radii deſcripturs eſſet (to uſe 
Tertullians phraſe)that the word Charch isan Equivecall word,and 
hath as many ſeverall acceptions as letters; and that Dolxs /atet 5:7 
auniverſalibus. And that by the Church of £9g1and; firſt by ſome of 
theſe men is meant onely the Biops;or rather the two Archbi/hops; 
or more properly the Archbifasp of Canterbury : Jult as the 7eſnited 
Papiſts reſolve the Church and all che glorious Titles of it into the 
Pope ; 1o do theſe intothe Archbi/hzp,or at fulleſt, they underſtand 
it of che Biſhops and their party met in Convocation; as the more inge- 
nuous of the Papiſts 'make the Pope and bis Cardinals to be their 
Charch: thus excluding all the (%riftian people and Prest yters of the 
Kingdome ; as not worthy to be reckoned in the number of ©!:2 
Church. 

And which is more ſtrange , this Author in his Simplicity ( as 
he truly ſaith ) never heard, wor thought of any more Churches of Eng- 


land thex ene; and what then ſhall become of his Dioce/.c2 Churches, 


and Dioceſan: Biſoeps? And what ſhall we think of Exgland, when 
it was an Heptarchy? had it not then feven Churches, when ſeven 
Kings ? Or if the Bornas of 4 Kingauwme mult conſtitute the Limits 
and Bounds of a ( harch,why are not / ngland, Sc:tland, and [reland, 
all ove Charch? when they are happily united unCer one grc10725 
Monarch , into one Kingdom 2 \We read in Scripture, of the 
Churches of 1:4, and the Churches of Galatia; and why notthe 
Churches of Exgl.14d? not that we denie the Con/vciatizis Or Corm- 
bination of Churches into a Provinciall or Nationail Synod tor 


the right ordering of them. Bur that there ſhov!4 be rw Church | 


in England but a Nati:nall Charcs: this is that waich ths #1 Dor it 
his /-plicity affirmes, of which the very reh-ariail £2 2 reftitae 
£10n, 
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SECT. XVI1L 


"J"Here are yet two things with which this Rewonftrance ſhuts up 
ir ſelf, which muſt not be paſt without onr Obelisks. 

Firſt, he ſcoffs at the Amtiprelatical C barch, and the Antiprela- 
tical Diviſions ; for our parts, we acknowledge no Antiprelatical 
Charch. But there are a company of men in. the Kingdom , of no 
mianrank, or quality , for Piety, Nobility, Learning, that ſtand up 
to bear witneſs againſt the Hierarchie (as it now ſtands: ) their u- 
ſurpations over Gods Church and Miniſters , their cruel uſing of 
Gods people by their tyrannical government :this we acknow- 
ledge; and if he call theſe the eAntiprelatical Church , we doubr 
not but your Honours will conſider , that there .are many thou- 
ſands in this Kingdom, and thoſe pious and worthy perſons, that 
thus do, and upon molt juſt cauſe. 

It was a ſpeech of Eraſmus of Luther, Vt quiſque vir eſt optimus, 

#4 illins Scriptis minime offends ; The better any man was, the leſs 
offence he tookat Leathers Writings : but we may ſay the contra - 
ry of the Prelates,#r q#5/que vireft optimus,ita illorum fattis magis 
offendi;T he better any manis,the more heis offended at their dea- 
lIings. And all that can be objeRed againſt this party, will be like 
that in Tertul/ian. Bonus vir C ajnsSejns,ſed malns tantum, quia An- 
tiprelaticus. But he upbraids us with our Diviſions & S #bdiviſions, 
{o do the Papiſts upbraid the Proteſtants with their Lxtherani/me, 
Calviniſme, and Zuinglianiſme. And this is that the Heathens ob- 
zeced to the Chriſtians, their FraRtures were ſo many, they knew 
not which Religion to chuſe if they ſhould turn Chriſtians : And 
can it be expected that the Church in any age ſhould be free from 
Diviſions, when the times of the Apoſtles were not free? and the 
Apoſtle tells us, /t myſt needs be that there b: diviſions : in Greg-N.2. 
dayes there were 6co Errours inthe Church ; do theſe any wayes 
derogate from the truth and worth of Chriſtian Religion ? 

But as for the Diviſions of the Antiprelatical party, ſo odtouſly 
exaggerated by this Remonſtrant: Let us aſſure your Honours, 
they have been much fomented by the Prelates, whoſe pracice 
hath been according to thartrule of CMachiavil : Divide & 1m- 
pera,and they have macetheſediviſions, & afterwards complain'd 
of that which their Tyranny and Policy hath made. It is no won- 
der,conildering the paths our Prelates have trod , that there erc 
Diviſions inthe Nation. The wonder is our diviſions are no more- 
NV 


no greater ; and we doubt not but if chey were of chat gracious: 
ſpirit, and ſo intirely affeQed to the peace of the Church as Greg, 
Naz. was, they would fay as he did in the tumults of the people, 
Mitte nos in mare, & non erit tempeſt as ; rather then they would hin- 
der that ſweet {oncordance, and conſpiration of minde unto a Go- 
ernment that ſhall! be every way agreeable to the rule of Gods 
Word , and profitable for the edification and flouriſhing of che 


Church, 


A ſecond thing we cannot. but take notice of, is the pains this 
Axthor takes to advance his Prelaticall Church: and forgetting what 
he had ſaid in the beginning: chat this party was ſo numerons,it could 
not be ſummed; tells us now, theſe ſeveral thouſands are pun&nally 
calculated. Bui we doubt nor but your Honours will confider that 
there may be multi hmines, & pancivir;; and that there are more a- 
Sainſt chem chen for them. 

And whereas they pretend , that they differ from us onely in a 
Ceremony or an Organ-pipe, (which however is no contemptible 
difference) yet it will appeare that our differences ere in point of a 
ſuperiour Alloy. Though this Remonſtrant braves it in his multi- 
plied Queries. hat are the beunds of this Church? what the diſtinition of Pag.41 
the prefeſſuurs and Religion? what grounds of faith? what new Creed 
do they hold differencfrom their Neighbours ? what Scriptures ? 
what Baptiſme? what meanes of Salvation other rhen the reſt? yet 
if he pleaſed he might have ſilenced his owne Queries : bur if he 
will needs put usto the anſwer , we will refolve them one by one - 

Firſt, if he ask what are the bounds of this Church ? we anſwer 
him out of the {ixt of their late founded Canons:where we finderhe 
limits of this Prelatica! Church extend as farre as from the high & 
lofry Promontory of +rchbiſhops, to the 7 erra incogrita of an,CF%s 

If whac Diſtinitien of profeſſors and iteligion; we aniyrer, their Wor- 
ſhipping rowards the Eaſt, and bowing rowards the Altar proſtra- 
ting themſelves in their ayproches into Churches, placing all Reit- 
gion in outward formalities, are viſible differences of theſe profct- 
fours and their Religion 

1f what zew (reed they have, or what grounds of Faith diflering 
from cheir Neighbours 2 we anſwer , Epiſcopacy by divine riehe15 
the firſt Article of their Creed, Abfolute and blinde obedience to ail 
the Commandements of the Church (tharts, the Biſhop and bis 
Emiſfaries) eleRion upon faith foreſeen, the influence of Worgs 1- 
to /uftifcation, falling from grace, &c. 2 

{f what Scripture: me antwer, the Apocrypha 2ng gawritten 136+ 
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{64) | 
If what Baptiſm ? a Baptiſm of abſolute Neceſſicy unto falvation; 
anlyet unſufficient unto {alyation: as not ſealing grace to the ta- 


| king away of liane after Baptiſme. 


if what { a:hariſt? an Euchariſt that muſt be adminiſtred upon an 
Altar or a Table ſet Alcar-wiſe,railed in an Eucharift,in which chere 
is ſuch a preſence of © hriſt, (thouglt AModam neſciunt ) as makes the 
place of its Adminiſtration the throne of Goa, the place of the Re j;- 
dence of the Almighty ; and impreſleth ſuch a holineſſe upon it as 
makes it not only capable, but worthy of Adoration. 

1f what Chriſt? a Chriſt who hath given the ſame power of abſo- 
lution to a Prieſt that himſelfe hath, 

If what Heaven? a Heaven that hath a broad way leading thither, 
and is receptive of Drunkards, Swearers, Adulcerers, &c. ſuch a 
heaven as we may ſay of it, as the Indians faid of the heaven ofche 
Spaniards: Unto that heaven which ſome of the Prelaticall Church li- 
virg and dying in their ſcandalous ſinnes, and hatefull enormities 
£9 to, let our ſoules never enter. 

If what meanes of Salvation? we anſwer, confeſſion of finnes to a 
Prieſt, as the molt abſolute, undoubted, neceſſary, infallible meanes 
of Salvafion. 

Farre be it from us to ſay with this Rewonſtravt, We do fully a+ 
greeinall theſe and all other DoErinall, and praQicall points of 
Religion,and preach one and the ſame ſaving truths. Nay, we muſt 
rather ſay as that holy Martyr did, We thank God we are none of you. 

Nor do we becaule of this diſſenſion feare the cenſure of un- 
charitableneſs from any but uncharitable men. But it isno unuſuall 
thing with the Prelates and their party,to charge ſuch as proteſt a- 
Sainſt their corrupt opinions and wayes,with uncharitableneſſe and 
Schiſme, as the Papiſts do the Proteſtants: and as the proteſtants 
do juſtly recriminate , and charge that Schiſme upon the Pa piſts, 
which they obje& to us;So may we upon the Prelates: And if Ay- ' 
fn may be judge, the Prelates are more Sehiſmaticksthen we. Qui- 
canque ( faith he) invident bonts, ut quarant occaſiones excludents eos, 
aut degradandi, vel crimina ſa fic defendere parati ſunt (|; objefta ve 
prodita fuerint ) ut etiam conventiculerum congregationes vel E ccleſrs 
perturbationes cogitent excitare, jam ſchiſmatict ſunt. Wholoever en- 
vie thoſe that are good, and ſceke occaſions to exclude and de- 
grade them,and are ſo ready to defend their faults, that rather then 
they will -leave them, they will deviſe how to raiſe up troubles in 
the Church and drive men into conventicles and corners, they ate- 
the Schiſmaticks. 

_And thatall thg world may take notice what juſt cauſe we have 
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(65) 
tocomplain of Epiſcopacie,as it now ſtands, we humbly craveleave 
to propound theſe Lueries. 

: Lneries about Epilcopacie, 
Hether it be tolerable in a Chriſtian Church, that Lord Bi- 
ſhops ſhould be held to be 7re Divine; And yet the Lords 
day by the ſome men to be but {ure Humano ? And that the ſame 
perſons ſhould cry up Alrars in ſtead of Communion-Tables, and 
Priefts in ſtead of Minifters, and yet not Fudaize, when they will 
not ſuffer the Lords Day to be called the Sabbath-day, for feare of 
fſudaizing? Whereas the word Sabbathis a generall word, ſignifying 

a day of reſt, which is commonas well to the Chriſtian Sabbath, as 

to the Jewiſh Sabbath, and was alſo uſed by the Ancients, Reffinus 

in Pſal.47.Origen. Hom. 23.in Num. Gregory Nazian. 

Whether that aſſertion, No Biſhop,No King;and no Ceremonie, 
no Biſhop; be not very prejudiciall ro Kingly Authority 2 For it 
ſeemes to imply, that the Civill power depends upon the Spiritual, 
and is ſupported by Ceremonies and Biſhops. 

Whether ſecing it hath been proved , that Biſhops (as they are 
novy aſſerted) are a meere humane Ordinance, it ray not by the 
ſame Authority be abrogated, by vvhich it vyas firſt eſtabliſhed; 
eſpecially, conſidering the long experience of the hurt they have. 
done to Church and State ? 

Whether che advancing of Epiſcopacie into 7s Div;num , doth 
not-make it a thing ſimply unlavvfull co ſubmit to that Govern- 
ment ?Becauſe that many conſciencious men that have hitherto con- 


formed to Ceremonies and Epiſcopacy, have done it upon this - 


ground, as ſuppoſing that Authority did not make them matters of 
vyorſhip, but of Order and Decencie, &c. And thus they fatisfied 
their con{ciences in anſvvering thoſe Texts, Cols/.2.20,21, 22. atth. 
15-9. But novy ſince Epiſcopacy comes to be challenged as a Di- 
vine Ordinance, hovv ſhall vve be reſponſible to thoſe Texts ? And 
is it not, as it is novv aſſerted , become an Idoll, and like the Bra- 
zen Serpent to be ground to povvder? 

Whether there be any difference in the point of Epiſcopacy be- 
tweene Jaw Divinum and 7 us Apeffolicum ? Becauſe we finde ſome 
claiming their ſtanding by 7s Divinum; others by fs Apeſtolicum. 
But we conceive that fs Apoſtolicum properly taken, is all one with 
?as Divinum. For {us Apeſbolicum is ſuch a 7#s, which is foundel 
upon the Acts and Epiſtles of the Apoltles, written by them ſo a3 
to be a perpetual Rule for the ſucceeding Adminiſtration of the 
Church,as this Author faith, Pag-20+ And this fs is fs Divinum, 
aswell as Apoſtolicu.But if by 7 us Apoſtolicum they mean impro- 
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periy (as fome do) ſuch things which are not recorded in the Wri- 
ol 


7 (as 
tings of the Apoſtles, but introduced, the Apoſtles being living, 


[yy cannut be rightly ſaid to be frre Aprſtolico, nor ſuch things 
whict the Apoittes Cid intend the Churches ſhould be bound unto. 
Neitnerts Epilcopacie as it imports a fupertoritie of power over a 
Presbyrer, no not in this ſenſe Fare Apoſtelico, as hath beene already 
proved, and might turther de mamiteſted by divers Teitinonies, 
if need 61d require. We will only inftance in :ſſander a man famous. 
tor his immoaerate moderation in controverted Points of Religion, 
wie 13 his Conſu!rar. Articel.14. hath this ſaying, An Epiſcoparns 
rier ordines Ecclefraſticos ponenaus ſit , inter Theodogos C+ ( anonift as 
n% convenit? Convenit antew inter omnes, Apeſtol-srum etate inter Pre(- 
byterzm > Epiſcopum nulium diſcrimen faiſſe, &c. 

\Wether the diftinAion of Beza, between Epiſcopus Divinns, 
THumimn:, & Diabolicus, be not worthy your Honours conſiderati- 
on? By the Divine Biſhop, he meanes the Biſhop as he is taken in 
Scripture, which is one and the ſame with a Presbyter. By the hu- 
mane Biſhop he meanes the Biſhopchoſen by the Presbyters to be 
Preſident over them ,and to rule with them by fixed Lawes and Ca- 
nons. By the Diabolical Biſhop, he means a Biſhop with ſole pow- 
er of Ordination and Juritdiction, Lording it over Gods heritage, 
and. governing by his owne will and authority, Which puts us in 
minde of the Painter that Limned two pictures to the ſame pro- 
portion an& figure ; The one he reſerved in ſecret, the other he ex- 
poſed to common view. And as the phanſie of beholders led them. 
co cenſure any line or proportion, as not done to the life, he mends 
it after dire&ion : If any fault be found with the eye, band, foot, &c. 
He corre&s it, till at laſt the addition of every mans fancy had de- 
faced the firſt figure,and made that which was the PiRure of a. 
man, fwell into a monſter: Then bringing. forth this and his other 
PiRture which hee had reſerved, he- preſented both to the people. 
And they abhorring the former,and applauding the latter,he cried,» 
Hunc popnlus fecit : This dcformed one the People made : This 
Jovely one I made. As the Painter of his Painting, ſo (in Beza's 
ſenſe) it may beſaid of Biſhops, God ar firſt inſtituted Biſhops,ſuch 
a5 are all one with Presbyters;. and ſuch are amiable, honourable 
in all the Churches of God. But when men would be adding to 
Gods inſtitution, what power, preheminence, Juriſdi&ion, Lord- 
lineſs their phanſie ſuggeſted unto them, this divine Biſhop loſt his 
Original beauty, and became to be Humans. Andin concluſion 
(by theſe and other aditions ſweliing into a Pope) Diabolicus.. 

Whether the Ancient Fathers, whea they call Perer _ 
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James, Timcthy, and Titus Biſhops, did not ſpeak according to the 
Langnave 6f the times wherein they lived, rather then according to 
the true acception of the word B:ſhop 2 and whether it be not true 
which is here ſaid in this Book, that they are called Biſhops of e4- 
lexardria, E pheſtee, Hiern. -m,&c.1na very improper ſenſe, becauſe 
tley above at thotr paces a longer time then at other places? For 
ſure 1 15,1f Chritt mage Peter and 7.9.05 Apoſtles(which are Biſhops 
over the whole W519) and the Apoſtles made 3ſarke, 7 imathy and 
Tits Enarngeltits, &c-it ſcemes tous that it would have been a 
Sreat {in in them to junit remſelyes to one particular Dioceſle, 
anc tv jeave thar calling in which Chriſt had placed them. 

Wiether Fresbyters in Scripture are called mgonysurcr & FpolSapuerct, 
and that it is an office,required at their hancs,torule and to govern, 
as hath bin proved ;n this Book; The Biſhops can withoant fin arro- 
gate the exerciſe of this power to themſelves alone , and why they 
may not with the ſame lawſulnels, unpropriate to themſelves alone 
theKeyot DoQtrine(which yet notwithſtanding al would condemn) 
as well as the Key of Diſcipline, ſeeing that the whole power of the 
Keys is given to Presbyters in Scripture as well as to Biſhops;asap- 
pears, A/7at.16.19. where the power of the Keys is promiſed ta Perey, 
inthe name of thc reſt of the Apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors; & given 
to all che Apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors, ZZar. 18.19. fubn.2002 3. 
And that Presbyters ſucceed the Apoſtles, appears not onely, ?: at. 
28.20, but. alſo, 4-s.2c.28. where the Apoſtle ready to leave the 
Church of Epheſ#s commends the care of ruling and feeding it to 
the Elders of that Church. ,To this /zenexs witneſleth, 1b 4 cap. 4 7. 
44-This Biſhop Jewel! againſt Harding , Artic.q.Sect. 5,6. faith,that 
all Paſtors have equall power of binding and looſing with 7 eter. 
Whether ſince that Biſhops aſſume to thguſelves power tempo- 
rall (to. be Barons,and to fit in Perliament, as Judges, and in Court 
of Star-Chamber, tiigh Commiſſion, and other Courts of Juſtice) 
and alſo power ſpirituall over Miniſters and People, to ordain , fi- 
lence, ſuſpend,deprive,excommunicate, &c. their ſpiritual power be 
not as dangerous (though both, be dangerous) and as much ro be 
oppoſed as their temporal ? '1 Becauſe the ſpiritual is over our.con- 
ſciences, the temporal, but over our purſes. 2 Becauſe the ſpiritual 
have more influence into Gods Ordinances to defite them,then the 
. temporal. 3 Becauſe ſpiritual judgements and evils are greater thzn 
other. 4 Becauſe the Pope was Amcichrift, tecore he did aſlume a- 
ny temporal power. 5 Becauſe the Spiritual is more invrard andletf: 
diſcerned: and therefore it concerns all thoſe that have Spiritual 
eyes,and deſire to worſhiy God in ſpirit and truth,to contider, and 
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er.deay our ro abrogtiic ion Spiritual uſtzpaticrs as well as their 
1cempooral. : 
\W heiber Zcrins be juſtly-branded by Epichanin: and Anftin fora 
Jereitcke (as ſome report) for affirming Biſhops, and Presbyters to 
be of an equal power? : 
E:iphnxtus Wee ſay, as ſome report, for the truth is, he is charged with he- 
taith he did, reſie mcerly and onely becauſe he was an Arriay. As tor his opini- 
Ajriimijhuwn gn of the parity of a Presbyterwith a Biſhop ; this indeed is called 
ergo 1 * by Auſtin, proprinm dogma Herii, the proper opinion of AHerivs. And 
Hips ok by Epiphanizs itis called Dogma ſarioſum & ftolidum,a mad and fool- 
{ /+zn07im iſh opinion , but not an hereſie neither by the one nor the other. 
60762 lapſum. Put let us ſuppoſe (as is commonly thought)that he was accounted 
7j'y*an. accu- gn Heretick for this opinion : yet notwithſtanding, that this was 
Fea bun: ' re but the private opinion of Epiphanins, and borrowed out of him by 
EE 4ufin,and an opinionnot to be allowed, appeares: 

- 1193 6:cccs 4:4 Firſt, becaule the ſame Authors condemne Aeriss, as much for 
nct 0p4::154 reprehending and cenfuring the mentioning of the dead in the pub- 
cis 49 exh:c Jique prayers, ar:d the performing of good works for the benefit of 
vita jci/c> the dead. And allo for the reprehending fats jcjuwia, and the keep- 
ck _— ing of the week before Eaſter as a ſolemne Faſt; which if worthy of 
f:n accuſed a es . 
4;rirs,becauſe condemvation, would bring in moſt of the reformed Churches in- 
he ſaid, Nox 5- to the cenſure of Hereſje. 
ct ovare , vel Seapndly, becauſe not onely Saint Hierome, but eLſuftin himeſlf, 
ejerre P1070” Sedulins, Primaſins,{, hryſoſtome, T heodover, Oecumenins, Theophilatt, 
7/44; 6V/artorcMe ere of the ſame opinion with Aerirs (as Michael Meaing obſerves 

inthe Council of Trexe,and Eath writen, L56.1. de ſacr.hom.origine. ) 
and yet none of theſe deſerving the name of Fools, much leſle to 
be branded for Hereticks. 
Thirdly, becauſe m# Couucell did ever condemne this for Here- 
ſie; but on the contrary, Concilium Aquiſerancnſ.ſub Ludovico T'io 
Whitaker, xe- 799Þ- 3-4a7mo $16-hath approved it for true Divinity out of the Scri- 
ſpoaſ.ad Cam- ture, That Biſhopsand Presbytersareequal, bringing the ſame texts 
pian, vat, 10, that Aerius doth, and which Epiphanins indeed undertakes to an- 
hath theſe fwer; but how ſlighely let any indifferent Reader judge. - 
words: 11 Whether che gregt Apoſtafieof the Church of Xowe hath not 
Aerium Epiphz- been, in ſwerving trom the Diſcipline of Chriſt, as well as from the 
us & Arg- dofrine? For fo it ſeems by that text, 2.7 beſ.2.4. And alſo, Revel. 
# my pr *- 18.7.and divers others. And if ſo, then it much concernes all thoſe 
& preter cos FharCeſire the purity of the Church , to conſider , how neere the 
21:q4-auci, Dilcipline of the Church of England borders upon Antichriſt ; 
& 211qus pauct 

£2: fs Presby- 
cerum Ejiſcopo equare ſit haieticum,mnibi! Catholicum cſſe poteſt, (un}Aderio Bicronymns de Picſ- 
bycers eana'n ſenſit Iles enimpjure divino Epiſcopis eguales cfſe ftatuit, tof 
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lc, while they endeavour to keep out Antichriſt from entring by 
the door of dodrine, they ſhould ſuffer him ſecretly to. creep inb 
—_— ag | y ©0.creep inby 
the door of Diſcipline, elpecially conſidering, what is here ſaid in 
this Booke, That by their own confeſſion the Diſcipline of the Church 
of England i the (me with the Church of Rome. 
_ "Whether Epiſcopacie be not made a place of Dignity,rather then 12 
Duty, and delired onely for the great revenues of the place? And 
whether, if che largeneſle of their revenues were taken away, Bi- 
ſhops would not decline the great burthen and charge of ſoules 
neceſlarily annexed to their places, as much as the ancient Biſhops 
did, who hid themſelves, that they might not be made Biſhops and | | 
cut off their cares, rather then they would be made Biſhops : 399% if. 
whereas now Biſhops cut off the eares of thoſe chat ſpeak againſt ne 
their Biſhopricks? 
How itcomes to paſs, thatin England there is ſuch increaſe of I3 
Popery, Superſtition, Arminianiſm, and prophaneneſs, more then 
in other Reformed Churches-? Doth not the root of theſe Diſor- 
. ders proceed from the Biſhops and their adherents, being forced to 
hold corteſpondencie with Rewe,to uphold their greatneſs,and their 
Courts aud Canons,wherein they ſymbolize with Rowe ? And whe- 
ther it be not to be feared, that they will rather conſent to the bring- 
ing in of Popery , for theupholding of their dignitics,, then part 
with their dignities for the upholding of Religion ? 
Why ſhould Erglend that is one of the chiefeſt King- 4: 
domes in Exrope , that ſeparates from Antichriſt , mainrain 
and defend a Diſcipline different from all other Reformed Church- 
_ es, which ſtandin the like Separation ? And whether the conti- 
nuancein this Diſcipline will not at laſt bring us to communion 
with Rowe, from which we are ſeparated , and to ſeparation frum 
the other Reformed Churches, unto which we are united? 
Whether i be fit that the name Btſhop , which in Scripture is "Th 
commonto the Presbyters with the Biſhops (and not only in Scri- 
pture,but alſo in Antiquity for ſome hundreds of yeers) ſhould ſtill 
be appropriated co Biſhops, and. ingroſled by them, and not rather 
to be madecommon t9 all Presbyters ; and the rather becauſe? 
Firſt, we finde by woful experience , that the great Equivocati- 
that lieth inthe name Biſhop, hath been, and is at this day a great 
propand pillar to uphold Loraly Prelacy ; for this is the great Go- 
liah, the mafter-piece , . and indeed the onely argument with which 
they think to ſilence all oppoſers; to wit , the Antiquity of Epiſco- 
pacie, that it bath continued in the Church of Chriſt for 15Cc0 
" years, &c. which argument is cited by this Remonſtrant _— | 
2 aides by ; 7 que ' 
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uſqu: & 6ſque. Now it isevident that this zrcument is a Paralogi/mm, 

goending upon the Equivecation of the name Bz{hop. For Þ1inops 
iathe Apoſtles time were the fame with Presbyters in name and 
office, and ſo for a good wlvle alter. An when afterwards they 
came to be diſtingu.ſhed, the viinops of the Vrimitive times differ- 
ed as much from 01's now , 25 ume ancient irom Rowe at this day, 
25 hat; been ſufficiently deciared 1n chis Book. And the beſt way to 
confute this argument i bv bringing ina Community ot the name 
Biſhopto a Presbyccr as wellzs va Biſhop, 

Secondly, becaute ve fine :hat rhe late Innovators which have 

ſo much diſturbed the p:4ce an purity of our Church, did firſt be- 
gin with the alteration vt words; and by changing the word 7 able 
into the word eAltzr, and the word Miniſter into the word Prieſt, 
and the wo.d Sucrament into the word > acrifice , have endeavoured - 
to bring in the Popih AHaſs. And the Apoltie exhorts us, 2 Tim.1- 
13%. To bud faſt the formof ſound words: and 1 Tim 6.20. To avi 
the prophane novelties of werds. Upon which text we will 6nly men- 
cion what the Rhemiſts. have commented , which we conceive to 
be worthy con:ideration. ( Nam inftruunt nos non ſolum docenter, 
ſed etiam errantes.) The Church of God hath alwayes been as di- 
ligent to reliſt novelties of words, as her adverſaries are buſie to 
inventthem, for which cauſe ſhe wili not have us communicate 
with theta, nor follow their faſhions and phraſe newly invented, 
thoug) inthe nature of the words tometimes there be no harm. Le: 
us keep our forefathers words, and weſhall eaſily keep our old and 
crue taith, that we had of che firſt Chriſtians;ler them lay, Amend- 
went, Abſtinence, the Lerds Supper, the Communion-T able, Elders, 
M1 wniſters, © uper-ixtengent, Congregation, So be it, Praiſe,ye the Lori, 
Atorning Prayer, Evening Prayer, and the reſt as they will ; Let us 
2void thole novelties of words, according to the Apo cs preſcripe, 
and keep theold terms, Penance, Faſt, Prieſts,C harch,E3jhop, Haſs, 
Ldatiin, Even-Song, the B.Sacrament, Altar, Oblation, Hoſt ;Sacifice, 
Haielujah , Amen , Lent, Palm-+unday, C hriſtmaſs, and the words 
will br:ng us tothe faith of our firtt- ,»poſiles, and condemn thete 
new Apoſtates, new faith and phraſe. 

Wiether having proved that God never {ct ſuch a Government 
11 215 Church as our Epiſcopal Government is, we may lawiuliy 
any lozger be ſubject unto it, be preient at their Comrts, obey their 

 1njunttiens, and eſpecia;ly be inſtruments in publiſhing, and exccu- 
ting their Zxcommunications and eAb/ointions ? | 

Ang thus we havegiven (as we bope) a lufficient anſwer, anc 45 
brick a$the matter would pgrmit, to 5he Remon/frant With wie, 
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though we agree not in opinion touching Fpiſcopacic and Lit wrgie 
yet we fully conſent with him, to pray unto Almighty God, ho 
great in power aud infinite in wiſdom to poure down upon the whole Honon- 
rable Aſſembly, the ſpirit of wiſdom;and nnderftandin g,the ſpirit of (, oun- 
ſel & might, the ſpirit of Knowledge and of the fear of the Lord:T hat you 
may be able todiſcern betwixt things that differ , ſeperate between the 
precious and the vile, pnrely prorge away onr droſs, and take away all our 
149, root out every plant that is not of onr heavenly Fathers planting: That 
ſo you may raiſe up the foundations of many generations, and be called the 
Repairers of breaches, and Reftorers of paths to dwell in. Even ſo, Amen. 
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TJ Hough we might have added much light and beauty to our 

Diſcourſe, by inſerting variety of Hiſtories upon ſeveral oecaſi- 
ons given us inthe Kewonfrance,; the anſwer whereof we bave un- 
dettaken; eſpecially'where it ſpeaks of the bounty and gracious Mn- 
nificence* of Religions Princes toward the Biſhops , yet unwilling to 
break the threed of our diſcourſe , and its connexion with the Re- 
menſtrance by 16 large adigreſſion , as the whole ſeries of Hiſtorie 
producible to our purpoſe , would extend unto: We havechoſen 
rather to ſubjoyn by way of Appendix , an hiſtorical Narration of 
thoſe bitter frui Pride Rebellion, T reaſon Unthankfulntſs,c.w hich 
have iſſued from Zpiſcepacy , while it hath ſtood underthe conti- 
nued influences of Sovereigne goodneſs. Which Narration would 
fill a Volume, but we will bourl our ſelves unto the Stories of this 
Kingdom, andrthat revolution of time which bath paſſed over us 
fince the ereion of the Ste of Canterbury. And becauſe in moſt 
things the beginning is obſerved to be a preſage of that which fol- 
lows, let their Founder Afi» the Monk come firſt ro be conſider- 
ed. Whom we may juſtly account” to have been ſuch to the En- 
gliſh, as the Arrian Biſhops were of old tothe Goths, and the Je- p.J. 
fuits now among the Indians, erho.of Pagans have wade bur Arri- x7,1;, 6. 
ans Nd Papiſts. His ignorance in the Goſpel which he preached is Speed. 
ſeen in his idle &Judaical conſultations with the Pope;about things 
clkanand unclean;his proud demeanour toward the Britiſh Clergy, 
appears_in his Council called about no ſolid point of faith, but ce- 
lebration of. Eaſter, Where haying troubled and threatened the 
Churthes of Wales and afterwards of Scotland,about Romiſh Ce- 
remotes , he is ſaid 1h fine to have þeen the ſtirrer up of Ecbelberr, 
by means of the Northumbrian King , to the ſlaughter of twelve 
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Fndred of tHofe poor laborious Monks of Barger. His Sncceſſors 
bufi:d in noching but urging and inſtituting Ceremonies,and main- 
taining Precedency we pals over. 

FH.lin%. out Till Dunſt-ny the Sa nted Prelate, who of a frantick Necro- 
of Capgrave- Maacer, and ſuſpected fornicatour,.was ſhorn a Monk, and after- 

Osborr , wards made-a Biſhop. His worthy deeds are noted. by pred, to 

[576m have been the cheating King E!dredof the treaſure committed to 

g h's keeping; the prohibiting of marriage, to the increaſing of all 
flthineſs inthe Clergy of thoſe times; as the long Orationof King 
. Edgar in Stow wel| teſtifles. +4, 

Eiw Conf. In Edward the Confeſlors dayes , Rubert the Norman no ſooner 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, bur ſetting the King and Earl Godwixe 
at variance for Private revenge, broach*ta Civil War, till the Arch- 

Z71/9.191+ hiſhop was baniſhr. | T 

ill. Cong+ Now William the Conquerour had ſet up Larkefrank, Biſhop of 
Canterbury , who to requite him, ſpent his faithful'ſervice to the 

Speed p. 442, Pope Gregory 571 perſwading the King to ſubjeQ. himſelf ard his 
State to the Papacy, as himſelf writes to the Pope,” Swaſ# , ſed nou 

erſuaſs | +1 re ef 

Fill, Raf. The treaſon of ef1/elm to Rufus was notorious , who not con- 

: tentto withſtand the King , obſtinately in money-matters,' made 
ſuit to fetch his Pall or Inveſtiture of' Archiepiſcopacy fcom Rome, 
which the King denying as flat againſt his Regal Sovereignty, he 
went without his leave , and for his Romiſh good ſervice received 
great honour from the Pope, by being ſeated at his right foot'in a 
Synod, with theſe words , Includamuw bunt in orbe neftro 1a1quam 
alterizu orbis Papam. Whence perhaps it is that the See of Camter- 
bary hath affected a Patriarchy in our'dayes. This eLFo/elm allo 
condemned the marrie& Clergy... ENT: 

" FE Henry the Firſt reigning, the ſame Auſelns deprived: thoſe Pre- 
lates that had been Inveſted by the King, and all the Kingdom is 

yext with one Prelate , who the ſecond time betakes himſelf 'to his 

old fortreſs at Rome, till the King was fain to yield. Which done, 

| and the Archbiſhop returned, ſpends the reſt of his dayes, if 4 fong 
Holſdin-37. contention and unchriſtian javgling with 7; ork about Primacie. 
Which ended not. ſo , but grew hot between York and * Londen, 

as Dean to (anterbxry, ſtriving for the upper ſeat ar Dinner, till the 

King ſeeing their odious pride, putthem both out of doors.' 

Helinſ1-38. Toſpeakof Ralphand Thurſtan , the next; Archbiſhops ,” pur- 
ſuing the fame quarrel, were tedious,as it'was n6' ſmall moleſtation 

tothe King and Kingdom, T harftas refuſing to ſtand to the Kings 

doom , aad wins the day , orelle the King muſt be accurs'd by the 

| Pope; 
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Pope; which further animates him to try the maſtery with w4il- Holinſheq2, 
liam next Archbiſhop of Centerbery, and no man can end it bur 43s 


their Father the Pope, for which they tray :l to Rome. In the mean 
vvhile, marriage is ſharply decreed againſt, Speed 44S. and the 
Legate Cremmenſir, the Declamour avainſt Matrimony taken with 
a Strumpet the ſame night, 

In King Stephens Reign, the haughty Biſhops of Canterbury XK. Stephey. 
and z7ixcheſter dandy about Precedency ; and to Rome to end the 
Duel. Theobald 'goes to Rome againſt the Kings will ; interdits the 77,j;, 57 
Realm, and the King forc'c ro ſuffer it ; till refuſingto Crown Ex- ,g 59. oo 
face, the Kings Son, becauſe the Pope had ſo commanded, he flies  * 
again. pf 
Becket's pride and out-ragious treaſons are too manifeſt ; re- Henry 2. 
ſigning the Kings gift of his Archbiſhoprick to receive it of the 
Pope ; requiring the Cuſtody of Recheſter-caſtle , and the Tower 
of London , as belonging to his Seignorie. Prote&s murthering 
Prieſts from Temporal Sword; ſtanding ſtifly for the L:berties and Sypee4 462. 


Digniries of Clerks, but lictle to chaſtiſe their vices, vvhich beſides gut of Ny. 


other erying fins, vvere abovea hundred murthers ſince Henry brigens. 


the Seconds crowning , till that time : to maintain vvhich , molt y-c this -mans 


of the Biſhops conſpire, till the. terrour of the King madethem lite is lately 


ſhrink ; but Becker obdures, denies that the King of Exglands 'rinted in Eng 


Courts have authority to judge him: And thus was this noble *ith, a5 2 ny 
co be mutated. 


King diſquieted by an inſolent Traitour , in habit of a Biſhop, 
a great part of his Reigne ; theLand inuproar ; many Excom- 
municate , and accurſed; Fraxce and Eng/ard (et to War, and 
the King himſelf curbed , and controlled ; and laſtly , diſci- 
plin'd by the Biſhops and Monks : firſt , vvith a bare-foot pe- 
nance, that drevv blood from his feer , and laſtly , with fourſcore 
laſhes on hisanointed body vvith Rods. 

In the ſame Kings time it vvas that the Archbiſhop of Tork 
ſtriving to ſit above Canterbury , ſquats him down on his lap, 
yyhence vvith many a cuff he vvas throvvn dovvn. | Helinſh 98. 

Next the pride of #. Longchamp , Biſhop of Elie, was notert- p;ch,y4 r. 
ous, vvho yvould ride vvich a thouſand horſe ; and of a Govern- Page 129, 
ourinthe Kings abſence , beeame a Tyrant ; for vvhich flying in , 30,132. 
Womans apparel he vvas taken. 

To this ſucceeds contention betvveen Canterbury and York , a- 
bout carriage of their Croſſes, and Rome appeal'd to : the Biſhop 
of Darhays buyes an Earldom. 144- 

No ſooner another King , but Havert another Archbiſhop to King filme. 
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vex him , "and leſt that were not enough', made Chancellour'of 
En;land. And beſides him, 7effery of York, who refuſing to. pay. a 
Subſidy within his Precints, and therefore all his temporalities 
ſeaz'd ; excommunicartes the Sheriff, beats the Kings Officers, and 
interdits his whole Province. Hubert outbraves the King in Chriſt- 
maſs houſ-keeping: hinders King fohn by his Legantine power from 
recovering Normandy After him Stephen Lagton,ſet up by thePope 
in ſpite of the King, who oppofing ſuch an affront, falls under an 
interdi,with his whole Land ; and at the ſuic of his Archbiſhopto 
the Pope, is depos'd by Papal Sentence; his Kingdom given to Phi- 
lip the French King, Langrens friend ; and laſtly., reſignes and en- 
feuds his Crown to the Pope. Rs 

After this cragical Srephey,the fray which Boxiface the next Arch- 
biſhop but one had with the Canons of Saint Bartkolmews, is as 

pleaſant; the tearing of Hoods and Cowles, the miring of Copes, 
the flying about of Wax Candles, and Cenſors in the ſcuffle, can- 
not be imagined without mirth;as his,oathswere loud in this bicker- 
ing , ſohis curſes were. as vehement inthecontention with the Bi- 
ſhop of Wincheſter tor a flight occaſion. But now the Biſhops had 
turned their conteſting into baſe and ſervile flatteries, to advance 
themſelves onthe ruine of the ſubjects. For Peter de Rupibus Biſhop 
of Vinchifter perſvvading the King to diſplace Engliſh Officers,and 
ſubſtitute PoiRivines,and telling theLords to their faces,that there 
vvere no Peeres in Exgland, as in Fraxce, but that the King might 
do what he would, and by whom he would, becamea firebrand 
to the civill wars that followed. | 

In this time Peckams Archbiſhop of Can. in a Synod was tamper- 
ing vvith the Kings liberties, but being threatened deſiſted. Bur his 
ſucceſſor #inchel/ſey on occaſion of Subſidies demanded of the 
Clergie, made agſvver, That having tvvo Lords, one Spirituall, the 
other Temporall, he ought rather to obey the Spirituall goveraour 
the Pope, but that he vvould ſend to the Pope to knovv his plea- 
ſure, and ſo perſiſted even to beggerie. The Biſhop of Durham al- 
ſo cited by the King flies to Rome. 

In the depoſing of this King vvho more forvvard, then the Bi- 
ſhop of Hereford ? vvitneſle his Sermon at Oxford , My head, my 
head aketh, concluding that an aking and ſick head of a King vvas 
to be taken off vvithout further Phylick, 

hn the Archbiſhop of Canterbsry,ſuſpeRed to hinder the Kings 
glorious victories in Flanders, and France, by ſtopping the convey- 
ance of monies committed to his charge, conſpiring therein vvith 
vvish rhe Pope. But not long after vvas conſtituted tha fatal! 
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prammnire,vvhich yvas the firft nippingof their courage to ſeek aide Holf.q09 
at Reme. And next to that , the wide wounds that Fickleffe made 

in their ſides, From which time they have been falling, and thence= 

fortl-all the ſmoak that they could romir, was turned againit the 

riſing light of pure doctrine. 

Yet cou'd not their Pride mifle occaſion to ſet other miſchief on Richardt; _ 
foot. For the Citizens of Loydes riſing to apprehend a riotous fer- 
yant of the Biſhop of Satisbary then Lord Treaſurer, who with his 
fellowes ſtood on his guard inthe Biſhops houſe, were by the Bi- 
ſhop who maintained the riot of his ſervant, ſo complained of, that Hilſp,q78, 
the King therewith ſeized on their liberties ,and fet a_Governour 
_ the Citie. And who _ 9. that Thowas Arundel Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbary was a chief inſtrument and apent in depoſin 
King Richard as bioodions and Sermon well Aion EE CING« 

Thelike intended the Abbot of weftwinfter to Henry the fourth, Henry 4. 
who for no other reaſon , but becauſe he ſuſpected that the King 
did not favour the wealth of the Church, drew into a moſt horrible 
conſpiracie the Earles of Kent, Ratland, and Sel5rbary, 'to kill the 
King ina turnament at Oxford, who yet notwithſtanding was a Paine 
man that profeſſed to leave the Church in better ſtate then he ®? i 
found it. For all this, ſoone after is Richard Scroop Archbiſhop of Speed6 31. 
Tork in the field againſt him, the chiefe attractor of the rebellious 11//h. 529. 

arty- | 
"ha theſe times T homes Arwundell a great perſecutor of the Goſpel Henry 5. 
preached, by wikelefs followers , diesa fearfull death, his tongue ſo 
ſweliing vvithin bis mouth, that he muſt of neceſſity ſtarve. His ſuc- 
ceſlor C hickeley nothing milder diverts the King, that vvas looking 
_ neerly into the ſuperfluous revenues of the Church , to a bloo- Speed 639. 

y warre. | ; 

All the famous corqueſts vvhich Hewry the fifth had made in Henry 6. 
France , vvere loſt by a civil difſenſionin England, vvhich ſprung 
firſt from the haughty pride of Beexfort Biſhop and Cardinall of 
Wincheſter, and the Archbiſhop of Tork againſt the Protector, Speed Holfh.s 96. 
674- 1n the civill warres the Archbiſhop ſides wich the Earle of Pare620. 
Warwick,and Marchin Kent, Speea 682. 

Edward the Fourth, onntacute Archbiſhop of Zork,, one of the Edward FY 
chiefe conſpirators with #warwickagainlt Edward the fourth,and af» Speed £99. 
mo his Jaylor, being by Yarwicks treaſon committed ro this 
Biſhop. _. 

In Edvard the Fifths time, the Archbiſhop of Tork was, though Edwirds5. 
perhaps unwittingly (yet by a certain fate of Treiacie) the unhap- 
py inſtrument of pulling the young Duke of . 777k our of Sancu- 
ary, into his cruel Uncles hands. | T hings 
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.. Things being fetled in ſuch a peace , as after the bloody brawls 
wasto the attiited Realm howſoever acceptable, though not ſuch 
as. might be wiſhed : Horton Biſhop of Ely , enticing the Duke of 
Buckingham to take the Crown, which ruin'd him,opened the veins 
of the poor ſubjects to. bleed afreſh. 

The intolerable pride , extortion , bribery , luxury of wolſey 
Archbiſhopof Tork, who can be ignoranc of ? ſelling Diſpenſati- 
tions by his. power Legantine for all offences, inſulting over the 
Dukes and Peers , of whom ſome he brought to deſtruction by 
bloody policie, playing with State-affairs according to his humour, 
or benefit ::cauling Texrnay, got with the blood of many a good 
Souldier, to be rendred at the French Kings ſecret requeſt to him, 
not Withour bribes ; with whom one while fiding , another while 
with the Emperour , he ſold the honour and peace of England , at 
what rates he pleaſed ; and. other crimes to be ſeeniinthe Articles 
againſt him, Ho!infed-912. and againſt all the Biſhops in general, 
911, which when the Parliament ſought to remedie, being moſt 
excoſlive extortion in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts , the Biſhops cry 

out; Sacriledge , the Church goesto ruine, as it did in Bohemia, 
with the Schiſme of the Hſſites, 1b;d. After this , though the Bi- 
ſhopsceaſed to be Papiſts; for chey preached againſt che Popes Su. 
premacie , to pleaſethe King , yet they ceaſed not to oppugne the 
-Goſpel,cauſing TingalsTranſlation to be burnt, yea,they agreed to 
the ſuppreſſing of Monaſteries, leaying their revenues to the King, 
£0 make vvay for the ſix bloudy Articles , which proceedings with 
all cruelty of inquiſition are fet down , Holinf.pag-946. till they 
wererepealed the ſecond of Edwardthe Sixch,ftopping in the mean 
while the cauſe of Reformation well begun by the Lord Cromy:!. 
And this miſchief was wrought by Steves Gardiner, Biſhop of #in- 
cheſter. The ſix Articles are ſet down in Speed , pag-792- 

[he Archbiſhop of Saint Andrews, his hindring of England, and 
Scotland; Union, for tear of Reformation, Speed 794- 

As for the dayes of King Edward the Sixth , we cannot but ac- 
knowledge tO the glory of the rich mercy of God, that there was 
a great Reformation of Religion made even to admiration. And 
yet notwithſtanding we do much diſlike the humour of thoſe , that 
cry up thole dayes as a compleat pattern of Reformation, and that 
endevour £0 reduce our Religion to the firſt times of King Eaward, 
which we conceive were comparatively very imperfe&,there being 
foure impediments which did much hinder that bleſſed work. 

The three Rebellions. One in Heyy the Eighths time , by the 
Prieſts of Lincels and Yorkeſvire , for that Reformation which 
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Cromwel had made. \The/other twoin King Faward: dayes. Onein 
{ormwal,the'other in Yorkefhire. a mt 


The ſtrife that aroſe ſuddetly amongſt the Peers,cmulating one 
anothers honour, Speed, pag. 8 37- 2 

The violent oppoſition of the Popiſh Biſhops , which made 
Martin Bucer write to King Faward in his Book de Regno Chrijts, 
lib.2 cap.1. and ſay, Your Majeſty doth ſee, that this reſtoring a- 
ain the Kingdom of Chriſt, which we require, yea, which the fal- 
vation of us all requireth , may in no wiſe be expected to come 
from the Biſhops, ſeeing there be ſo few among them which do 
underſtand the power and proper Offices of this Kingdom; and ve- 
ry many of them by all means (which poſlibly they can and dare) 
either oppoſe themſelves againſt it, or defer and hinder. 

'The deficiency of zeal and courage even in thofe Biſhops who 
afterwards proved Martyrs, witneſs the ſharp contention of Ridley 
againſt Hooper for the ceremonies. And the importunate ſuit of 
Cranmer and Ridley for toleration of the Maſs for the Kings ſiſter, 
which was rejected by the Kings not only reaſons, but tears;where- 
by the young King fhewed more zeal then his beſt Biſhops, 839. 

The inhumane butcheries , blaod-ſheddings , and cruelties of 


Gardiner , Bonner , and the reſt of the Biſhops in Queen aries 


dayes, are ſo freſh in every mans memory , as that we conceive it a 


thing altogether unneceſſary co make mention of them; On:ly we 


fear leſt the guilt of the blood then ſhed, ſhould yet remain to be 
required at the hands of this Nation, becaule it hath nor publickly 
endeavoured to appeaſe the wrath of God by a generaland ſolemn 
humiliation for it. 

What the praQtces cf the Prelates have been ever ſince, from che 
begininning of Queene Elizabeth to this preſent day, would fill a 
yolume (like Ezekzicls Roll) with lamentation, mourning, and wo 
to record. Forit hath been their great deligne to hinder ail further 
Reformation; to bring in doctrines of Popery, Arminianilme, and 
Libertiniſme,to maintain,propagate and much encrealc the burden 
of hrmane ceremonies: to keep out, and beat down the Preaching 
of the Word, to lilence the faithfull Preachers of it, co oppirſe and 
perſecute the moſt zealous profeſſours, and co turn all Reji$;-on in- 
to a pompous our-ſide; and to tread down the power of godlineſs. 
Inſomuch as it is come toan ordinary ProverÞ,tuac when any ching 


is ſpoiled , we uſe to lay , The vaſhop's fort hath been init nd in. 


this (and much more which might be {aid ) tultilhag 177: 
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#114 Prophecie ,vho-when he ſawtbat ih King Edwards xeformatie 
on, there waz a reſervation of Ceremonies and;fieraxchy, is credi- 
bly reported to have uſed thefewords:: Since they bave begwnto taſte 
of ar Breath , it will nat be ling ere they-will eat of onr Beef 
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